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1.0 E XECUTIVE S UMMARY
The Kingborough Sport and Recreation Facilities Strategy (KSRFS) has been developed to
provide a clear, planned and pragmatic approach to the development of new sport and
recreation facilities as well as the upgrading of existing facilities. The strategy aims to
progressively improve facilities that provide recreational, social and sporting opportunities to
the Kingborough community.

The project was developed to align with and reflect the aims and objectives of a variety of
master plans, strategic plans, and frameworks from Kingborough Council and the State
Government.

Consultation was undertaken to identify the needs and desires of the community in relation to
sport and recreation facilities including trails and the findings of these consultations were
considered together with the trends in sport and recreation, demographics the region and
planning principles within this document.

Key issues from the consultation included:
•

Continued concerns with the quality of sports ground conditions especially in winter;

•

Concerns with the quality and usefulness of sports infrastructure such as pavilions and
sports lighting;

•

Concerns about the availability of grounds (with lights), especially for training purposes
for growing clubs;

•

The need to continue to link existing networks of trails for walking, cycling and
mountain biking;

•

The need for improvements in tennis infrastructure and accessibility to tennis courts;

•

Improvements required in the area of facility multi use and flexibility to meet the needs
of the community;

•

Need for the improvement of existing trails including Alum Cliffs extension; and

•

Continued concerns about the condition of trails especially during in the winter months.
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Key findings included:
•

The need to significantly improve the playability and sustainability of sports fields
especially where demand during winter is strong;

•

The need to assess the condition, need, sustainability and usability of supporting
infrastructure such as sports pavilions and surrounding areas;

•

The importance of providing quality, connected recreational trails close to where
people live; and

•

The need to research the needs of the growing informal sport and recreation activities
in Kingborough.
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2.0 I NTRODUCTION AND B ACKGROUND
Kingborough is situated 10km south of Hobart. The Kingborough municipal area has one of the
longest stretches of coastline in Tasmania (336 kilometres) and covers a total land area of 717
square kilometres. The population in 2006 was 30,800 and by 2011 it was 34,240. The main
towns/suburbs are Taroona, Kingston, Blackmans Bay, Margate, Snug, Kettering and
Woodbridge. The municipality also includes Bruny Island which is reached by vehicular ferry
from Kettering. Kingborough has for many years had one of the highest population growth
rates in the State.

In 1997 Kingborough Council commissioned a Recreation, Sport and Open Space Plan. This
report was developed by Recreation Planning Consultants Jeavons and Jeavons and has been
well utilised by Council since its inception. Most recommendations from this plan have been
implemented over the past 10 years. The new Sport and Recreation Facilities Strategy (KSRFS)
focuses, on the condition, usability, sustainability and improvement of Council owned sport
and recreation facilities.

Kingborough is an area that has a strong formal sports sector with many clubs continuing to
grow or maintain participant numbers. The increasing population will continue to demand
improved facilities and settings to meet the growing needs.

In recent times it has been recommended to, and endorsed by Council that the previous
Recreation Plan is reviewed and a new sport and recreation strategy is developed. This is also
in accord with Kingborough Council’s Strategic Plan which reflects the broad strategic
directions of the Kingborough community.

Council has adopted a master plan for the Kingborough Sports Centre Precinct. This
Masterplan depicts the proposed layout and future development at the site. The relevant
details of this master plan have been incorporated into the new KSRFS to guide the strategic
development and the future development of existing sport and recreational facilities.
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2.1 PURPOSE OF STRATEGY
The purpose of the KSRFS is to provide a coordinated and strategic approach to the planning,
development and maintenance of Council owned and managed sport and recreation facilities.

For the purpose of this project, sport and recreation facilities will include those that are used
for both formal and informal sport and recreation activities. The project will not focus on arts
and/or cultural facilities, playgrounds or general public open space as these elements have
been/will be included in future studies and strategies.

For the purpose of this study, formal (or structured) sport and recreation activities are broadly
those activities used for more organised recreational activities and sports such as tennis,
netball, football (AFL and soccer), cricket, etc that are often organised by a club. Facilities for
these structured activities may include but are not limited, to the following elements:
•

Ovals and sports grounds;

•

Courts (i.e. tennis and netball);

•

Sports pavilions;

•

Training facilities (such as cricket nets and sports lighting); and

•

Areas of landscaping or support facilities that directly relate to the particular sport and
recreational activity.

Informal (or non-structured) recreation and sport facilities are those facilities that cater for
activities such as walking and recreational cycling. These can easily include the facilities above
but may also include facilities such as:
•

Trails (horse, mountain bike (MTB), cycling, walking and shared use);

•

Skate parks and facilities;

•

MTB/BMX facilities including specific or shared trails; and

•

Other informal facilities such as those that service water based activities (in areas
managed by Council).
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2.2 STUDY AIMS AND OBJECTIVES
•

Develop a strategic and coordinated approach to sport and recreation facility
development;

•

Identify gaps in provision of sport and recreation facilities;

•

Identify and strategically prioritise the redevelopment and critical maintenance of
existing sport and recreation facilities;

•

Identify and strategically prioritise the development of new sport and recreation
facilities;

•

Promote multi-use, functional and accessible sport and recreation facilities;

•

To identify under-utilised and unsustainable facilities and consider their future; and

•

To provide a needs based approach to planning within the context of:
a. recreation policy and priorities at the State, regional and local levels;
b.

national, state and regional recreation and broader societal trends;

c.

the demographics of the State and Kingborough region; and

d.

the needs of user groups and informal users identified through consultation

2.3 VISION
“Kingborough residents will have access to a wide range of recreational opportunities that
meet their current and future needs.”
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2.4 PLANNING PRINCIPLES
As part of the Kingborough Sports Centre Master Plan, Council identified a number of guiding
principles. These guiding principles have been incorporated into the development of this
strategy. They are:

•

Future development should be in accordance with environmentally sustainable
principles with every opportunity taken to optimise the take up of innovative energy
and water efficient ideas;

•

Future facilities or upgraded facilities should meet the sporting, recreational and
community based needs of the Kingborough community and beyond;

•

Wherever possible, the combined use of facilities should be encouraged to optimise
efficiency by maximising use and reducing costs for both Council and user groups;

•

Complimentary facilities should be sited together; and

•

Sport and recreation facilities need to be developed and landscaped in a manner that
maximises public amenity and aesthetic appeal.

The KSRFS will need to be sufficiently flexible to accommodate significant changes in demand
or trends if required.
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2.5 METHODOLOGY
The methodology used in developing the KSRFS included:

Project Development
•

Development of a scope for the study.

•

Development of goals, objectives and planning principles.

Literature Review and Inventory
•

Identifying, reviewing and assessing relevant planning documents and strategies from
within the Council and relevant bodies such as the State Government.

•

Site visits and documentation of on ground sport and recreation infrastructure within
the scope of the study.

Issue and Need Identification/Consultation
•

Community and sporting club surveys and consultation which included:
o

Online survey to the broad community regarding their needs and desires in the
area of sport and recreation facilities.

o

Online survey to more than 35 sporting and recreational clubs and user groups
regarding their needs and desires in the area of sport and recreation facilities.

o

Specific online survey to consult on the needs and desires of the community in
regards to recreational trails.

o

Meetings with key stakeholders including Council staff, state sporting
organisations and user groups.

Analysis
•

Evaluation and analysis of all consultation outcomes and key issues identified.

Strategy and Implementation Plan
•

Development of draft report and implementation plan.
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2.6 STRATEGY CONTEXT
The recommendations and priorities identified in this strategy are aimed at providing strategic
direction for 10 years in relation to the provision of sport and recreation facilities in
Kingborough.

It is important to note that the strategy does not commit Council to implementing all or any
recommended actions; however the strategy will provide guidance to Council in the decision
making process regarding the future provision of sport and recreation facilities.

3.0 R EVIEW OF R ELEVANT R EPORTS /S TRATEGIES
Relevant Council and State Government physical activity, facility development delivery plans
and policies have been reviewed. Elements and objectives from these strategies and plans
have been considered and reinforced throughout this strategy.

3.1 STATE AND REGIONAL PLANS
3.1.1 SPORT AND RECREATION TASMANIA’S STRATEGIC PLAN
The Sport and Recreation Tasmania’s Strategic Plan outlines a vision, goals, key priority areas
and deliverables for the period 2009 to 2014.
The SRT goals are to:
•

Develop and support a vibrant, innovative and inclusive sport and recreation sector.

•

Develop Tasmania’s elite athletes.

•

Facilitate participation opportunities in sport, recreation and physical activity. Promote
the benefits and importance of sport, recreation and physical activity to the Tasmanian
community.

•

Support the provision of quality facilities and environments that meet the sport,
recreation and physical activity needs of the community.

The KSRFS aims to assist achieving each of these goals especially the improvement of facilities
and environments.
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3.1.2 TASMANIA’S PLAN FOR PHYSICAL ACTIVITY 2011-2021 – PREMIER’S PHYSICAL
ACTIVITY COUNCIL
Tasmania’s plan for physical activity 2011-2021 is a long term plan for all of Tasmania which
has been prepared by the Premier’s Physical Activity Council, in consultation with many other
Tasmanians interested in physical activity. The plan sets a unifying direction and framework
for action:
“All Tasmanians experience and enjoy the many benefits of regular physical activity”
The plans goals are:
•

Become a community that values and supports physical activity;

•

Create built and natural environments that enable and encourage physical activity;

•

Develop partnerships that build and share knowledge and resources; and

•

Increase opportunities for all Tasmanians to be physically active where they live, work
and play.

3.1.3 TASMANIAN MOUNTAIN BIKE PLAN
The Tasmanian Mountain Bike Plan provides a framework that will allow the State to move
forward with confidence on the coordinated development, management and marketing of
mountain bike opportunities in Tasmania. The Plan will guide the development of new
opportunities and management of existing opportunities for mountain biking in the state and
ensure that Tasmania continues to be a great place to live. Strategic development and
marketing of our iconic wild rides, mountain bike adventure centre’s and other high quality
trails will complement the Tasmanian Brand and ensure that Tasmania remains an attractive
destination for visitors.

3.1.4 TRAILS TASMANIA STRATEGY
The key findings of the Trails Tasmania Strategy indicated that there is a range of identified
trail needs within the Tasmanian community. It also identified that the highest priority needs
are for trails close to where people live. The KSRFS draws on the findings from this report and
makes use of the recommended criteria from the plan which is used to assess trail proposals.
These criteria formed the basis of prioritisation within Kingborough’s current trails planning
document, ‘Kingborough Tracks and Trails Action Plan’ which has been successful in helping to
guide decision making over the last 4 years.
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3.1.5 GREATER HOBART MOUNTAIN BIKE MASTER PLAN
The Greater Hobart Mountain Bike Plan aims to provide a regional approach to the consistent
and high quality development and maintenance of mountain bike tracks and associated
facilities and infrastructure. This planning has identified that investigations be undertaken by
Kingborough Council to further progress mountain bike opportunities in the areas of:
o

Alum Cliffs

o

Nierinna Creek Trail

o

Mt Nelson to Kingston

o

Extension between Kaoota Tramway and Snug Tiers

o

Kingborough Sports Centre

o

Off road links between Fern Tree and Kingston.
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3.2 KINGBOROROUGH COUNCILS STRATEGIES AND PLANS
3.2.1 KINGBOROUGH COUNCIL STRATEGIC PLAN 2010-2020

“Kingborough in 2020 will be a thriving vibrant and connected community; healthy by nature
(we have a healthy, active lifestyle and supported by the nature that surrounds us) and
naturally beautiful”.

This vision statement is consistent with the intent of Strategic Direction 3 - Wellbeing and
Inclusiveness. The desired strategic outcomes for this Strategic Direction are:
•

A community that is able to achieve a high level of wellbeing through healthy lifestyle
choices;

•

A community provided with inclusive services and facilities to meet its diverse social
and support needs; and

•

A community actively participating in a wide range of recreational, educational,
entertainment and sporting opportunities.

3.2.2 KINGBOROUGH COUNCIL STRATEGIC DELIVERY PLAN 2010-2015
Council is committed for to range of actions over the five years for each of the desired strategic
outcome listed within the Strategic Plan 2010-2020. The strategies for Strategic Direction 3 Wellbeing and Inclusiveness that relate to the KSRFS are:
•

Provide a range of facilities to meet the recreational, cultural and social needs of the
community;

•

Manage open space and recreation facilities to ensure appeal, safety and accessibility;

•

Ensure recreational and sporting facilities are appropriate to the needs of the
community

•

Ensure recreational and sporting facilities and programs are well planned to maximise
utilisation and participation; and

•

Increase community participation in social and recreational activities that improve the
overall health of the community.
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3.2.3 KINGBOROUGH COUNCIL – LONG TERM FINANCIAL PLAN - 2011/12 TO 2020/21
The Long Term Financial Plan (LTFP) is an important component of the Council’s financial
management framework. The LTFP is a guiding document to consider when developing the
annual plan and budget estimates rather than a document that is dictating future decisions of
Council, or what Council will spend. The LTFP reflects the estimated amount of funds Council
will have available in future years based on a number of specific planning assumptions.

3.2.4 KINGBOROUGH COUNCIL – LONG TERM ASSET MANAGEMENT PLAN
Council owns and is responsible for the management, operation and maintenance of a diverse
asset portfolio that provides services to the community. Individual Asset Management Plans
(IAMP’s) have been developed to ensure that Council continues to provide effective and
comprehensive management of its infrastructure asset portfolios. IAMP’s have been
completed for the following asset areas:
•

Roads

•

Stormwater

•

Buildings

•

Bridges and Jetties

•

Parks and Reserves

These plans outline Council’s desire to operate and maintain its assets to an acceptable
standard and to achieve the following objectives:
•

Ensure the asset base contributes to the strategic objectives by providing the required
levels of service;

•

Ensure infrastructure is maintained at a safe and functional standard as set out in the
IAMP’s; and

•

Ensure the inspection and maintenance plans for all Council assets are sufficient to
meet the legislative and operational requirements in order to deliver the required levels
of service to the community.
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3.2.5 KINGBOROUGH SPORTS CENTRE MASTER PLAN
Inspiring Place was engaged by Council to consult the relevant sporting and community groups
and develop a master plan for the Kingborough Sports Centre precinct.
Although the Master Plan details many future developments within the built environment that
do not fit within the scope of the KSRFS, it also recommends actions that compliment this
strategy, including:
•

Improvements to Lightwood Park to improve the use and functionality of the sports
grounds;

•

Monitoring the need and potential for upgrading Lightwood Park as one of the premier
soccer venues in the Greater Hobart area with the capacity to cater for both Premier
League and future elite level games;

•

Developing a plan for mountain bike riding trails and a jump-park development in the
southern part of the Kingborough Sports Centre site. (Stage 1 of this project has been
completed);

•

Proposing a suitable site within the Master Plan for a potential aquatic facility subject to
demonstrated need and adequate funding;

•

Considering options for reusing the Hobart Radio Control Club site (following their
relocation) for the use by the Kingston Croquet Club as a new site;

•

The construction of a grand stand (spectator seating) for the Twin AFL Oval; and

•

Pathway and linkage development around the precinct (under development).

3.2.6 KINGBOROUGH TRACKS AND TRAILS ACTION PLAN
The purpose/objective of this Action Plan was to coordinate the planning, development,
maintenance and marketing of a municipality wide network of trails. This network has
included longer iconic multi-purpose trails as well as useful urban linkages to provide residents
with walking and cycling options within their daily life to visit friends, go to school and shops
and to access public transport. Funding from Council and Sport and Recreation Tasmania have
contributed to numerous trail projects from this plan including major improvements to the
Alum Cliffs track, sections of the Taroona Foreshore Track, Kaoota Tramway, Margate Rivulet
and significant progression to sections of the Regional Trail.

3.2.7 KINGBOROUGH BIKE PLAN
This plan was developed to allow Council, relevant State Government departments, developers
and individuals in the community to identify a structured approach to the future development
of facilities, services and programs that encourages people to ride bikes. A number of
elements from within this plan have been considered in this document.

Kingborough Sport and Recreation Facilities Strategy 2013

Page 15

3.2.8 KINGBOROUGH COUNCIL SPORTS GROUND USER POLICY 2009
The Sports ground User Policy contains the terms and conditions on which Council’s sporting
grounds are used. The objectives of the policy are to assist both Council and sporting clubs in
determining their responsibilities in regards to the use of sports grounds and associated
infrastructure including:
•

achieving efficient and effective use of Council resources;

•

encouraging participation in sports and recreational activities by Kingborough residents;

•

minimising potential over use of ovals with efficient facility allocation and eliminate
inappropriate use;

•

matching quality of playing surfaces to level of competition played at the ground;

•

enhancing positive user attitudes and responsibility towards facilities; and

•

ensuring the provision of a range of quality, accessible recreational and sporting
facilities.
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4.0 C ONSULTATION
The Consultation process for the KSRFS is summarised in the following table:

Consultation has taken place with the
following people/groups

Type of consultation conducted

Relevant staff at Kingborough Council

Meetings/site visits

Kingborough community

Online survey regarding facilities needs
and desires and tracks and trails
specific survey

Sport and recreation clubs who utilise
facilities within the scope

Online survey and specific targeted
consultation as required

Peak bodies of sports who administer sport
within Kingborough

Targeted
consultation/interviews/meetings
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4.1 STAKEHOLDER SURVEY’S

4.1.1 CLUB AND USER GROUP SURVEY
Letters were sent to 35 sports clubs and user groups outlining the reasons for the preparation
of the KSRFS with a request for them to fill out the online survey. The response rate to this
survey was excellent. Below is a listing of the clubs and user groups who responded to the
Club survey:
•

Kingborough Lions United Soccer
Club

•

Taroona Football Club

•

Kingborough Football Club

•

Longley Cricket Club

•

Taroona Bowls Club

•

Kingston Blues Netball Club

•

Kingborough Sports Centre
Gymnastics

•

Bruny Bowls Club

•

Kingborough Little Athletics

•

Blackmans Bay District Cricket
Club

•

Taroona Tennis Club

•

Kingborough Tigers Junior
Football Club

•

Southern FC

•

Hobart Volleyball Club/Beach
Volleyball

•

Tigers Basketball Club

•

Margate Cricket Club

•

Kingston Tennis Club

•

Margate Primary Soccer

•

Bruny Island Cricket Club
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4.1.2 SPORT AND RECREATION FACILITIES - COMMUNITY SURVEY
An online (sport and recreational facilities) survey to the broader Kingborough community was
developed and promoted widely through the media and through both established and
informal networks.
More than 60 responses to this survey were received. Ideally more responses to this survey
would have been preferred however the responses received provided a good understanding of
issues from across the municipality.

4.1.3 TRAILS SURVEY
An online (trails specific) survey to the broader Kingborough community was also undertaken.
This survey was widely and promoted through the media and through networks. More than 50
responses to this survey were received.

4.2 KEY ISSUES FROM CONSULTATION
•

Continued concerns with the quality of sports grounds condition especially in winter.

•

Concerns with the quality and usefulness of sports infrastructure such as pavilions,
sports lighting.

•

Concerns about the availability of grounds (with lights), especially for training purposes
for growing clubs.

•

The need to continue to link existing networks of trails for walking, cycling and
mountain biking.

•

The need for improvements in tennis infrastructure and accessibility to tennis courts

•

Improvements required in the area of facility multi use and flexibility to meet the needs
of the community.

•

Need for the improvement of existing trails including Alum Cliffs extension. Continued
concerns about the condition of trails especially in the winter months.
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5.0 D EMOGRAPHIC P ROFILE
In order to be able to assess the current and future sporting and recreational facilities needs
for Kingborough, it is important to understand the current demographics of the community.

POPULATION SIZE:
The population of the Kingborough municipality in the 2011 Census was 33,893 people.
This compares to 30,840 in the 2006 Census, an increase of 3053 (9.89%) in 5 years.

POPULATION DISTRIBUTION BREAKDOWN:
The chart below shows the distribution of the population throughout the municipality.
Town/Suburb

Population

Town/Suburb

Population

Taroona

3001

Snug

856

Bonnet Hill

502

Lower Snug

322

Kingston

9760

Coningham

253

Blackmans Bay

6728

Oyster Cove

185

Huntingfield

414

Kettering

984

Howden

658

Woodbridge

446

Margate

3625

Birches Bay

194

Sandfly

156

Middleton

239

Allens Rivulet

469

Gordon

159

Electrona

474

North Bruny

237

Leslie Vale

366

South Bruny

534

Longley

248

Lower Longley

131

Figure 1- Population by Town/Suburb in Kingborough – 2011 ABS Census
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The vast majority of Kingborough’s population is heavily centered on the northern area of
the municipality and future housing developments are primarily focused in these areas.
It is important that significant improvements are made to sport and recreation facilities in
these areas to ensure that demand for facilities into the future can be appropriately
managed.

5.1 DEMOGRAPHIC CHARACTERISTICS OF THE KINGBOROUGH MUNICIPALITY
•

The median age of people in Kingborough is 40 which is the same as the State’s median
1
age.

•

The percentage of people in Kingborough over 55 in 2006 was 26% and in 2011 this
1
figure was 29%

•

Kingborough’s aging population is consistent with that of the Greater Hobart region. In
1996 Greater Hobart’s median age was 34.1 years, while in 2006 this had increased to
39.6 years.

•

While this trend is consistent with national trends, the force of ageing in the region is
more pronounced (particularly in rural areas) due to low levels of migration, the
relocation of younger people and families to the mainland and proportionally higher
3
capture of tree and sea changers of the baby boomer generation.

Population projections for Kingborough indicate:
•

By 2022, Kingborough’s population is likely to reach 40,000. This rate of growth for the
next 10 years will add about the same number of additional residents (6,000) to the
population as has occurred in the last 10 years. Importantly, all of this net growth will
likely be in the above 40 age groups.

•

The population will not only continue to age with an increase in the over 40 year age
group, there will be a decline in the 0-19 age group, and a relatively stable 20-30 age
2
group

1 ABS Census 2011
2 Wilde P (2007) How is Kingborough’s Population changing? A review of recent data from the ABS-Paper 2
3 Southern Tasmania Regional Land Use Strategy 2010-2035

Kingborough Sport and Recreation Facilities Strategy 2013

Page 21

RECREATION IMPLICATIONS OF DEMOGRAPHIC CHARACTERISTICS OF KINGBOROUGH
4

•

ERASS (Exercise Recreation and Sport Survey 2010) figures show that Tasmanian’s in
the 45 plus age groups are more likely to participate in informal activities only, more so
than those in younger age groups. This suggests that with an ageing population, there
is likely to be an increase in demand for informal sport and recreation facilities.

•

Due to considerable growth expected in the Kingston and Huntingfield areas, it will be
important to continue to implement recommendations from the Kingborough Sports
Centre Master Plan and update and improve recreational infrastructure including
recreational/cycling trail linkages in this area.

4 ERASS (Exercise Recreation and Sport Survey 2010
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6.0 P ARTICIPATION T RENDS
The Exercise, Recreation and Sport Survey (ERASS)
The Exercise Recreation and Sport Survey is a joint initiative between the Australian Sports
Commission and the State and Territory Governments. The ERASS collects information on the
frequency, duration, nature and type of activities that are participated in by persons aged 15
years and over for exercise, recreation and sport during the 12 months prior to interview.

The top 10 physical activities in Tasmania from the 2010 survey are shown as follows:

100

Top 10 physical activities in Tasmania 2010

90
80
70
60
Participation
%

50
40

38.4

30
17.7
9

8

6

4.6

4.4

Golf

Cricket (Outdoors)

Australian Rules Football

11.1

10

Running

11.5

Walking (bushwalking)

20

4.1

0
Tennis and Fishing

Cycling

Swimming

Aerobics/Fitness

Walking (other than
bushwalking)

Participation by activity
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COMMUNITY CONSULTATION - PARTICIPATION ANALYSIS
Online surveys with Kingborough residents were undertaken in late 2011. Questions asked that
related to participation trends included:
•

What sport and recreational activity do you currently participate in?

•

Do you belong to a sport/recreational club or organisation?

•

Are the recreational and sporting facilities currently available in Kingborough meeting
the needs of you and your family?

Although the survey did not reach the whole community, the results show that the activities
that Kingborough residents are involved in are similar to those at both the state and national
level.

The table below shows the main sport and recreation participation activity results of the
community consultation:
Activity undertaken by Kingborough
residents
Walking
Cycling (including MTB)
Running
Aerobics/Gym activities

Percentage % participation

76%
39%
19%
13%

The main difference between the survey figures and the state figures represented in the chart
above are the popularity of walking as a recreational activity in Kingborough. This might be
due to a number of reasons including that Kingborough has an ageing population and
according to the ERASS (Exercise Recreation and Sport Survey 2010) figures,

Tasmanians in the 45 plus age groups are more likely to participate in informal only activities
than those in younger age groups. Kingborough also has a significant network of existing
tracks and trails and a beautiful coastal environment that lends itself to this kind of informal
recreational activity.
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6.1 BROADER SPORT AND RECREATION TRENDS
This section reviews the changing sport and recreation trends that influence choice and
participation and the implication this has on the provision of sport and recreation facilities in
Kingborough.

6.2 UNSTRUCTURED/NON COMPETITIVE/CASUAL RECREATION ACTIVITIES
There is a growing demand from residents and visitors for increased informal recreational
opportunities including both unstructured and non competitive activities. According to the
ERASS, (Exercise Recreation and Sport Survey) report, during 2010, 38.8 per cent of
Tasmanians participated at least once in physical activity organised by a club, association,
fitness centre or other organisation. This represents a 3.9 % decrease in participation in total
organised activity in Tasmania since 2001, when it was at an all-time high of 42.7%.
Conversely, over the same period walking participation rates have increased by 26% and
cycling participation rates have increased by 63%.
The most popular physical activity for both males and females in 2010, nationally and in
Tasmania was the unstructured activity of walking, with 38.4 per cent of Tasmanians
participating at least once over the survey period. As individuals progress through adulthood
changes in work, family commitments or injury can impact on time and willingness to
participate in structured sport. This has lead to the trend of people moving towards
unstructured activity as a form of physical activity. This trend will impact on how sport and
recreation facilities will need to be planned and used into the future.

6.3 MODIFICATION OF SPORTS
A number of traditional sports such as cricket, AFL and soccer have undergone modification to
attract more participation, reducing the time involved in playing the game and removing the
physical contact. The emergence of “pay as you play” sporting competitions run by both club
and commercial companies has increased in popularity. These changes are geared to provide a
greater range of opportunities for participation and involvement. In the future, pavilions will
need to be designed with this flexibility in mind to maximise multiuse of facilities. Sports such
as soccer at a state and national level have a significant focus on participation on quality all
weather surfaces and promote modified versions and mass participation opportunities where
they can.
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6.4 VOLUNTEERS
Local sports clubs continue to report that due to other commitments they experience difficulty
in attracting new volunteers. This is particularly common amongst senior clubs. Creating
facilities that support volunteer tasks and club operation (i.e. suitable hospitality areas such as
canteens, kitchen areas, administration spaces, storage areas and appropriate meeting areas)
will assist in encouraging and retaining volunteers.

6.5 CHANGING PATTERNS OF WORK
In recent years, work arrangements have undergone considerable change impacting on the
‘traditional working week’ and on individual’s leisure time. People are becoming less willing to
commit themselves to play ‘for a whole season’ or to play and train a number of days a week.
The popularity of activities such as walking, running and cycling could be attributed to the
flexibility of these activities to be undertaken at various times of the day. Sport and recreation
facilities such as networks of cycling and walking/shared paths, flexible pavilions capable of
being used by multiple user groups and flexible sports grounds that are capable of being used
for modified high participation sports are likely to be required in the future to meet the
changing recreational needs of the community.

6.6 ENVIRONMENT AND SUSTAINABILITY
Over the past decade, there have been significant increases in sport and recreation
participation leading to higher levels of usage and demand for facilities. Many facilities,
especially sports grounds, but also facilities such as trails and courts were constructed to lower
standards which were suitable at the time however; these types of facilities create the
likelihood that the needs and demands of communities are unlikely to be met in the future.
Other issues that need to be considered in future planning of sporting and recreational
facilities are:
•

The future cost of irrigation water of natural turf grounds and the cost of water for
clubs at pavilions.

•

Risk management issues regarding the quality of the sports grounds throughout the
year, but more especially in winter.

•

The upgrading of facilities to meet current building, safety and accessibility standards.

The application of environmental sustainability development principles to public infrastructure
is increasingly expected by the community. It is a core value in Kingborough’s Strategic Plan
and one of the planning principles of this study. The application of these principles in sport
and recreation facility developments such as sports grounds, pavilions and trail projects will
not only lead to cost savings by Council and clubs/users/groups but an increased quality of the
users’ experience during their recreation activity.
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Elements including such things as double glazed windows, water capture and reuse, solar
technology and sustainable considerations in terms of a buildings aspect should be considered
in all projects. Sustainable design principles should be used for all existing and new trail
projects including where an upgrade is undertaken. The potential impacts of proposed trails
should be identified and where possible, measures indicated as to how to avoid, mitigate,
reduce or remove any likely adverse impacts.
Other environmental issues that need to be considered are the changes in trends and
technology in relation to unstructured activities such as mountain bike riding for recreation
and cycling and walking for the purpose of transport. Mountain bike technology has rapidly
changed over the past 20 years and this has meant that riders have the ability to now ride
longer and more difficult trails and in areas that would not have been possible previously. This
brings with it challenges as well as opportunities.

6.7 IMPLICATIONS FOR SPORT AND RECREATION PLANNING
•

Sports facilities must be accessible, safe, flexible and able to cater for a range of
sporting and casual users.

•

As sport and recreation activities become more flexible, facility design and tenancy will
need to be flexible, in order to accommodate multiple users during a season or session.

•

Facilities will need to be designed to support and encourage volunteers to provide
programs and services.

•

Facilities should reflect the high standard expected by the community.

•

Facilities will need to be designed and maintained with environmental considerations
and building standards taken into account.

Kingborough Sport and Recreation Facilities Strategy 2013

Page 27

7.0 F ACILITY N EEDS AND A SSESSMENT C RITERIA
7.1 TRACKS AND TRAILS
The Tasmanian Governments Trails Tasmania Strategy - Trail Assessment Criteria was used to
assess tracks and trails within this strategy.
The seven primary criteria are:
1.

The proposed trail will have the support of the landowner/manager.

2.

The proposed trail will be easily accessible to the Tasmanian community and visitors.

3.

The proposed trail will meet an identified community need and will have the support of
the general community.

4.

The proposed trail will be sustainable.

5.

The trail will provide quality experiences for users, including providing access to
distinctive Tasmanian landscapes and, where appropriate, support facilities, signage
and interpretation.

6.

The trail will be feasible to develop, manage and maintain.

7.

The proposed trail will meet approved construction standards and guidelines.

The three secondary criteria are:
1.

Urban trails and trails close to population should have potential to cater for shared use

2.

The proposed trail should have the potential to improve local economic activity

3.

The trail should provide options for alternative transport.
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7.2 SPORTS PAVILIONS, OVALS AND ASSOCIATED FACILITIES
The following criteria were used to assess these types of proposed projects within this
strategy:
1.

Meets the strategic goals and strategies of Council

2.

Meets the strategic goals and strategies of peak sporting bodies

3.

Meets the Council’s identified planning principles identified in this document

4.

Meets an identified recreational need by Community and or Club

5.

Addresses safety

6.

Has community support.

7.

Aligns with the Business Plan Guidelines for Sport and Recreation Facility Developments
from Sport and Recreation Tasmania (see appendix)
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8.0 S TRATEGIES
8.1 SPORTS COURTS (OUTDOOR)
8.1.1 TENNIS FACILITIES
There are 21 courts located on Council land in the municipality across 10 locations. Many of
these (8) are located in low population areas south of Margate and on Bruny Island while there
are 6 courts in Kingston and 4 courts in Taroona.
Some schools in the area also have tennis courts within their grounds and these are managed
by the schools themselves with access to these by the public varying.
Tennis is in the top 10 activities list by participation (ERASS 2010) and is a popular activity in
Kingborough with two clubs in Kingston and Taroona and a social tennis club based in
Kettering. 13% of respondents of the community facilities survey listed tennis as one of the
activities they regularly participate in. The sport contributes strongly to the social cohesiveness
of the community and provides a safe and healthy sport and social environment for
Kingborough residents of all ages and abilities.

8.1.2 KINGSTON TENNIS CLUB
Kingston Tennis Club has a strong membership with approximately 300 registered players. This
number includes a higher percentage of players over 40 years than those under. The
Kingborough Sports Centre Master Plan identified the need for two new courts to be
constructed in the future adjacent to the current courts due to demand. This space could be
available if as recommended in the master plan, the remote control car club relocated to
another site allowing tennis to be expanded.
As identified in this report, more people are choosing to only participate in informal sport and
recreation opportunities for a number of reasons including a shortage of time, changes in work
structure, hours of work and cost of memberships in organised sporting clubs and facilities. To
meet this demand, there is a need for more tennis courts to be open to the public for informal
use, especially in the more densely populated areas such as Kingston and Blackmans Bay.
It is therefore recommended that Council work with Tennis Australia, Tennis Tasmania and the
Kingston Tennis Club to investigate the construction of at least one court (with lighting) initially
and a second in the medium term (depending on demand) at the Kingston Tennis Club site.
These courts which would be acrylic hard-court surface (meeting the Tennis Australia court
framework) should be developed and maintained by Council on land adjacent to the current
Kingston Tennis Club and would serve two objectives:
•

being available to the general public to play tennis informally; and

•

made available to the Club at predetermined times to support Club based competitions
and coaching if demand was strong enough.

This model makes the best use of this kind of recreation facility with the potential of an all year
round and all day long facility providing informal physical activity opportunities to the
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community as well as providing support to the Club based organised tennis activities when
required. It is also recommended that a review of the lease to the Kingston Tennis Club be
conducted. As part of this review it is recommended that an arrangement be made whereby
access to the existing courts is made more accessible to the public for informal tennis
opportunities through the development of a more efficient, widely known and publicised
system of free public access or pay and play system. Providing opportunities to play tennis
without joining a club will not only increase participation in the sport (a key objective of the
Council’s Strategic Plan) but may also lead to an increase in membership.
The club environment also requires a sealed accessible carpark with defined spaces and this
project is currently being progressed.

8.1.3 TAROONA TENNIS CLUB
The Taroona Tennis Club lease facilities from Council. There and four synthetic grass courts
and the Club is located in an ideal position amongst other sport and recreational facilities such
as the Taroona Bowls Club, skate park, playground, beach and community garden. The Club
has over 200 members and provides coaching, social tennis and competition opportunities.
Although the Club is well set up there are a number of improvements that could be made over
time to improve the quality of the facility and therefore improve the overall tennis experience
delivered there. Improvements such as upgraded fencing, lighting, wiring, water delivery to
court side, pathway access (accessible path rather than steps), improvements in
communication such as a large central noticeboard and improved directional signage would go
a long way to making the club/facility more appealing and usable.
The conditions of the clubhouse and its usability and flexibility also need to be considered in
any future developments. Another issue that need to be monitored and actioned when
required is the issue of the potential damage of the tree roots adjacent to the courts.

8.1.4 SCHOOL TENNIS COURTS
As part of an effort to get more people playing more often, it is recommended that Council
initiate discussions with the Taroona High School to investigate the possibility of Council
providing tennis nets for use at the school tennis courts and ensure that the courts are open to
public use at all non school use times. This would help meet the needs of the community by
providing more opportunities for informal recreational opportunities while also meeting the
aims of Tennis Tasmania in increasing participation in tennis, all for a minimal cost to Council.
There is a tennis court adjacent to the Alonnah Oval that is on land owned by the Education
Department. This court is not in great condition but has the potential to provide numerous
recreational opportunities to the community. It is recommended that Council assess the
condition of the tennis court at Alonnah and in conjunction with the community, develop a
project to upgrade this court to include other facilities such as a basketball ring to meet the
needs of the community.
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8.1.5 OTHER TENNIS FACILITIES
Other tennis facilities in Kingborough include two Council owned courts at the popular family
and picnic park at Dru Point in Margate which are the only publicly accessible (free) courts in
the area from Margate to Taroona which includes the highest population areas of the
municipality. For this reason as well as the family, picnic environment at the park, these courts
are very popular.
To maintain a quality level of service at this facility, improvements are recommended to
upgrade the look, feel and usability of these courts especially the standard of fencing, the
shelter and seating area adjacent to the court and the signage related to the courts. There are
numerous other tennis courts in Kingborough and it is recommended that Council assess the
viability, condition and needs of the courts at Snug, Kettering, Middleton, Tinderbox,
Adventure Bay and Dennes Point and develop maintenance and upgrade plans for
improvements over the next 10 years.

8.2 NETBALL FACILITIES
There are four outdoor netball courts in Kingborough located at the Kingborough Sports
Centre. The number of outdoor courts has been reduced by two since the recent renovations
at the sports centre but the netball community has gained access to the new indoor courts.
Recent improvements have been made to the quality of lighting on the outdoor courts which
will be valuable for the future. Requested improvement to the indoor netball areas has been
covered in the section on the Sports Centre (9.5)
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8.3 SPORTS PAVILION REDEVELOPMENT AND IMPROVEMENT
Sports pavilions in Kingborough include elements such as:
•

Changerooms for players and umpires/referees

•

Social spaces

•

Kitchens

•

Canteens

•

Storage

•

Other multipurpose areas

Pavilions are vital for supporting active and passive recreational opportunities for Kingborough
residents and visitors.
There are 14 Council owned buildings that are located in recreational reserves spread across
the municipality whose main purpose is to support the activities of sporting and recreational
clubs and casual user groups. Other sports pavilions are located at tennis and netball clubs.
Almost all of these buildings have been developed and maintained by clubs and community
groups, some under lease arrangements with Council but most under seasonal agreements.
The role of a sporting and recreational club or group is to facilitate, coordinate and manage the
operations of active recreation and they do not generally have the capacity or expertise to
maintain and develop building infrastructure. This lack of capacity is reflected in the condition,
look, flexibility and usability of many of the Council pavilions and in most cases, these buildings
do not meet the current or future needs of the sporting and recreational groups who use
them. Having said this, any pavilion improvements or upgrades will rely on some financial
input from the club(s) so as to be considered for implementation.
In general, Kingborough’s sports pavilions support AFL clubs, soccer clubs, cricket clubs, tennis
and netball clubs as well as other sport and recreation groups such as touch football and other
casual user groups.
Any future developments or redevelopments of sports pavilion infrastructure need to reflect
the planning principles of this study which include designs with environmentally sustainable
principles and optimising innovative energy and water efficient options. The projects need to
meet the needs of the Kingborough community, and be designed to be flexible so as to ensure
maximum use. These planning principles will go a long way to reducing maintenance and
operating costs for Council and the user groups while at the same time reducing
environmental impacts.
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8.3.1 KELVEDON OVAL PAVILION
The Taroona community has a strong soccer club based at Council’s Kelvedon Oval. This Club
hosts more than 15 teams ranging from junior boys and girls teams to men and women teams.
Kelvedon Oval currently has a small concrete pavilion that is currently undergoing a small
extension. There is no possibility for flexible use, the quality of the shower and toilet areas is
poor and the facility does not meet the needs of the community, club or Football Federation
Tasmania in regards to their relevant needs and standards. Although there is a small extension
being constructed at present, the long term needs of this club are unlikely to be met by this
extension.
The replacement of this sports pavilion is the highest priority project within the pavilion and
redevelopment strategy and it is recommended that Council work closely with the user groups,
the Taroona community and Football Federation of Tasmania to develop a concept plan which
includes a basic yet usable pavilion design which takes into account the planning principles of
this study. The pavilion design would include elements such as flexible change
rooms/showers/ toilets, a modest yet usable social space with kitchen and canteen facilities,
adequate storage areas, appropriate referee change rooms and facilities and other suitable
sport related areas as required by the sports peak body and club. It is suggested that this new
pavilion be constructed on the top side of the soccer ground overlooking the ground to
maximise light, views and accessibility.
The old pavilion could either remain as storage site for the club or overflow change rooms or
be removed altogether. The later would improve the aesthetics of this section of foreshore. As
part of this planning at Kelvedon Oval it is recommended that a landscaping plan incorporating
pathway and local trail linkages, carparking and signage planning be developed and
implemented at the reserve.

8.3.2 LIGHTWOOD PARK PAVILION
Lightwood Park currently has two pavilions/buildings that support sports clubs which are and
have been based at the sports grounds. The sports grounds include a soccer ground and a
cricket ground (that is also used for soccer). The cricket ground had a new seasonal tenant in
2011/12. The buildings have been well cared for by the clubs over the years but are starting to
look dated and are not meeting all of the needs of the clubs.
By looking at the Lightwood Park precinct as a whole, there is not the need for two
independent sports buildings and therefore it is recommended that a plan be developed that
incorporates the needs of all user groups into one sports pavilion and another use be found for
the smaller building which has been used previously for cricket.
This planning is especially relevant if developed in conjunction with ground developments as
recommended in the sports ground section within this document. This planning should also
include other landscape, carparking and aesthetic planning for the precinct.
In the short term, storage solutions to suit the clubs based at Lightwood Park should be
investigated and in conjunction with these clubs a plan of action developed.
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8.3.3 MARGATE OVAL PAVILION
Margate Oval hosts two seasonal user groups, the Margate Cricket Club in summer and the
Margate Primary School Soccer Club. There is a small sports building that has been
constructed and maintained by the cricket club and has been used only by the cricket club over
the years.
The Margate Primary School Soccer Club is a strong junior soccer club providing sporting
opportunities to many Kingborough children. As a club, they do not have a ‘home’ as such and
consultations found that the club would benefit in numerous ways by having access to the
sports building for social events (mostly bbqs), game day operations and to hold meetings
during the year.
The building is not currently meeting the needs of the cricket club and therefore it is
recommended that Council in conjunction with the two clubs based at Margate Oval develop a
plan to upgrade and improve the existing sports pavilion essentially in the change rooms and
toilets but also consider elements in the social spaces also so as to meet the needs of both the
Margate Cricket Club and the Margate Primary School Soccer Club in the longer term.
Both of these clubs would then have access to the building as well as the oval on a seasonal
agreement arrangement and both clubs will be able to grow and continue to offer recreational
opportunities to the community in an environment that is conducive to junior and senior sport
operations.

8.3.4 GORMLEY PARK PAVILION
Gormley Park is already a multiuse sports pavilion which is used all year round mostly by
soccer, little athletics and touch football. There are elements of this building that could be
improved so as to provide a better support environment for users of the ground.
It is recommended that together with the sports clubs and user groups of this ground and
building, a plan be developed to upgrade and improve the internal and external areas of the
sports pavilion to better meet the needs of the three prominent users while also designing in
flexibility elements and incorporating things such as environmentally sustainable principles.
This planning should be done in conjunction with ground and landscape improvements as
recommended in the sports ground section of this document.
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8.3.5 KETTERING CRICKET CLUBROOMS
The Kettering Cricket Clubrooms are a small addition on the side of the Kettering Hall. This
building does not have change rooms, only has a very small social space and the current
arrangement for toilet facilities does not meet the needs of the club.
Further discussions and project developments are recommended in conjunction with the
Kettering Cricket Club to develop a building concept plan that meets not only the needs of the
Cricket Club but makes the most of the available facilities adjacent to the cricket club to enable
the club to develop, grow and continue to provide sport participation opportunities to the
community into the future.

8.3.6 TWIN OVALS PAVILION
The ongoing management of the Twin Oval pavilion is being worked through by Council and it
is expected that a long term arrangement will be achieved in the near future.

8.3.7 BUILDING AUDIT
As part of an ongoing strategy to improve the environments that support sport and recreation
in Kingborough, it is recommended that Council undertake a building audit of all Council
owned sports ground buildings including change rooms, clubrooms, scoreboards, kitchens and
canteens and identify a prioritised schedule of works to bring them up to the relevant
standard.
This audit will provide a snapshot of the condition of our sports support buildings at one point
in time. It will not imply that the way forward is simply to upgrade every single facility
identified in the audit. What we need to ensure is that we have the right quality and mix of
facilities across the municipality to provide opportunities to participate in a range of sports and
to do this in such a way that we can increase participation and allow sports and clubs to grow.
The priority of improvements should be in accordance with usage and trends but it should be
understood that upgrades and improvements will be required at all sports buildings despite
the usage rate due to Council’s risk management requirements and need to meet relevant
standards in its infrastructure.
This strategy provides a strong focus on renewal, rehabilitation and upgrading of existing
sports grounds and associated facilities which fit within the Council’s asset planning program.
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8.4 SPORTSGROUNDS AND ASSOCIATED FACILITIES
8.4.1 KELVEDON OVAL
Kelvedon Oval is a rectangular soccer field located on the foreshore at Taroona. It is the home
ground of the Taroona Soccer Club which in 2011 hosted 16 teams.
Despite concerted efforts by Council to renovate and improve the playing surface of this
ground each year as well as attempts by the Club to limit its use of the ground, the ground still
wears out quickly each winter and becomes almost unplayable at times. This not only affects
the soccer club but also the Taroona community who use it as an important part of their green
open space. This is due in part to the high level of use that the ground gets during the soccer
season but has more to do with the design and construction of the ground’s subsurface and
drainage.
Kelvedon Oval is a vital part of the Council’s sports grounds as it services a large number of
teams for training and playing soccer as well as providing a flat green space for community use.
It is recommended that this ground undergo a full reconstruction incorporating sub soil
drainage, new irrigation and other associated works. Investigations should be made as to the
appropriate design of this reconstruction.

8.4.2 TAROONA HIGH SCHOOL
In conjunction with the above recommendation and as part of the further development of
recreation facilities in the Taroona area, it is also recommended that Council investigate the
options for further community use (especially for mid week training) of the sports grounds at
the Taroona High School and identify barriers for clubs using these facilities such as sports
lighting, other users conditions etc.
Possible elements that should be investigated include the development of sports ground
lighting at the school grounds for increased night time usage by the local user groups.
This recommendation is based on the demand in Taroona for training facilities, especially in
winter and if demand was shown in another area of Kingborough, there is no reason why
Council could not work with the club(s) requiring sports grounds to instigate dialogue in this
matter with schools who may have suitable facilities.
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8.4.3 SYNTHETIC SURFACES
Kingborough has a very healthy formal sports scene with numerous clubs, especially Soccer
and AFL having many teams and providing opportunities for all age groups from very small
juniors to veterans. Most of the sports grounds in Kingborough significantly restrict physical
activity opportunities especially in winter due their lower construction standards combined
with the high levels of use required. The damage done to the grounds at this time of year also
requires significant repair and renovation following the winter season.
This demand for sports grounds especially for floodlit training sessions in winter is ever
increasing and it is therefore recommended that Council in conjunction with Football
Federation Tasmania, develop a concept plan for a ‘soccer hub’ made up of synthetic surfaces
and flexible fencing options and lighting which would accommodate a broad variety of all
weather high participation sporting opportunities (not just soccer).
This action item is based on the model promoted by Football Federation Tasmania and is being
implemented in other parts of Australia to ensure good quality facilities and to increase
participation while still being able to accommodate regular club matches. This type of facility
would be within the Kingborough Sports Centre precinct and not be allocated to any particular
club for seasonal exclusivity but rather act as a venue for clubs from across the municipality to
train and play all year round, in the day and in the evening.
A venue such as this would not only take the pressure off the other grounds across the
municipality, but provide a ‘hub’ for all season sport. There are examples of multipurpose
synthetic grounds that are successfully being used for soccer, low grade and junior AFL, lower
grade cricket as well as training for other sports and casual public and school use.
The concept meets the planning principles within this strategy and would provide many more
hours of use at the grounds for numerous groups. There are also benefits to the Kingston High
School next door as they could potentially use the synthetic surface during the day with fewer
concerns about the damage done to the surface.

8.4.4 LIGHTWOOD PARK
The Lightwood Park soccer ground has a full size natural turf soccer ground plus another turf
area on the western side of the ground which is not big enough for another ground. To make
better use of this area, it is recommended that the western side of this ground should be
expanded out beyond the current fence line to make the best of the available space for
sporting purposes. This area would provide another suitable area for training, match warm
ups or junior games.
The Kingborough Sports Centre Master Plan recommended that Lightwood Park should
become one of the best venues for soccer in the Greater Hobart region. This plan
recommended that the ground (Lightwood 1) be redeveloped to become a fully drained, sand
based turf pitch with night lighting. Consultation and research findings as part of this study
have reinforced the concept that the site is ideally positioned to become one of the region’s
premier venues for soccer.
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8.4.5 SNUG CRICKET GROUND
Snug Cricket Club training nets have fallen well below the condition that is acceptable for such
training facilities. It is therefore recommended that Council works closely with the Club to
understand their needs in relation to the condition and location of the current training nets
and to assess future location options for the nets.

8.4.6 GORMLEY PARK
As mentioned in the sports pavilion section, Gormley Park is a vital multiuse oval and sports
pavilion hosting numerous high participation user groups. Due to the fact that the grounds
(and pavilion) do not meet the needs of at least some of the user groups, especially little
athletics, it is recommended that a detailed plan of the Gormley Park precinct is developed
identifying the needs and desires of the current and future user groups.
This planning should incorporate the clubs and communities needs in relation to the
clubrooms, oval layout, athletics layouts and carparking areas and address other issues such as
drainage around both building and ground. Drainage of the ground would only need to be
considered if the ground was enlarged as part of this work or if the most recent drainage work
at the ground became inadequate.

8.4.7 KINGSTON BEACH OVAL
The Kingston Beach Oval is now used by a large junior AFL club. Although the oval has good
sports lights, there is a demand for better quality lighting especially in the dark forward pocket
areas of the ground to ensure that there is not only a safe environment for night time training
but the opportunity to play night matches.

8.4.8 TWIN OVALS
The construction of the twin ovals and associated sports pavilion has recently been completed.
The essential playing and support facilities are in place and in use but consultation with user
groups suggest that spectator facilities are inadequate.
There is very limited seating available at the AFL ground and yet it is expected to attract
crowds of up to about 2000 people to normal club games, especially once there is a State
league AFL side playing out of the venue. Spectators (who also attend the cricket venue) need
car parking that is relatively close and there is currently a major shortage of parking spaces
that service the twin ovals (for cricket, football and other functions).
It is recommended that Council continue to pursue funding opportunities that will contribute
to the construction of suitable spectator facilities and associated carparking areas.

8.4.9 SUMMARY
Kingborough has a significant number of sports grounds and associated facilities. It is
important that Council continues to ensure that these facilities provide quality recreational
opportunities to residents and visitors and that where possible; facilities provide flexibility to
accommodate multiuse while still meeting the needs of the current user groups. The
recommendation to improve the sports grounds and associated facilities are the result of the
evaluation of research findings, consultation as well as projects that meet the planning
principles and the facility needs assessment criteria within this document. There is a strong
focus on renewal, rehabilitation and upgrading of existing sports grounds and associated
facilities which fits with the Council’s asset planning program.
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8.5 RECREATIONAL TRAILS
Walking is the most popular recreational activity in both Australia and Tasmania according to
the 2010 ERASS (Exercise, Recreation and Sport Survey) and Cycling is in the top 5 recreational
activities. Sustainable Transport is also a key strategic goal in Council’s Strategic plan and one
of the desired strategic outcomes is to provide an attractive and user friendly network of
footpaths and trails for both pedestrians and cyclists
Council has been proactive over the last decade in planning and developing recreational trails
across the municipality. This planning included bringing together an advisory group from the
community and other stakeholders and the development of a prioritised list of projects for the
future. Council endorsed the original trails matrix as well as the more recent tracks and trails
action plan. As a result of the opportunity to apply for specific trails funding through Sport and
Recreation Tasmania, a number of significant projects have been achieved in the past three
years but with demand continuing to grow, there is the need to continue to remain focused on
developing high priority recreational and cycling trails into the future. Below are a number of
projects that meet the criteria within this planning document and also meet the needs of the
community from a recreational perspective as well as a commuting perspective.

8.5.1 COFFEE CREEK RECREATIONAL TRAIL
The Coffee Creek Recreational Trail is an existing trail starting adjacent to Patriarch Drive in
Huntingfield. The trail follows the creek from Patriarch Drive to near the end of Ascot Drive in
Huntingfield. Future subdivisions in the Huntingfield area may provide the opportunity to link
the trail all the way through to Howden Road but initially it is recommended that the first
section of the trail be redeveloped on the south side of the creek, and widened and surfaced
with hard packed gravel.
This trail will become a popular access to Kingston from Huntingfield for school children and
residents especially now that the Algona Rd underpass has been completed as part of the
Kingston Bypass project.
Planning and trail construction should consider that the trail will ideally be developed into a
concrete or bitumen shared cycle way (taking into consideration environmental impacts i.e.
compaction around the existing trees) in the future as it is part of a ‘spine’ network of shared
cycleway projects in the Kingston area.
Another missing link in this area is a short section of shared path on Patriarch Drive to link the
Coffee Creek Track with the existing concrete shared path on Huntingfield Ave.

8.5.2 WHITEWATER CREEK RECREATIONAL TRAIL
As part of the construction of the Kingston Bypass, the State Government developed a new
section of recreational trail linking Summerleas Road next to the creek, with the Spring Farm
Road Bridge. This section of trail will become a significant part of the areas network of trails
once the Spring Farm subdivision goes ahead.
As part of the recent development of the short section of trail between Summerleas Road
(directly opposite the new section of trail linking the Spring Farm Bridge), investigations should
be made into the appropriate pedestrian refuge solution to enable safe crossing of
Summerleas Road for pedestrians and cyclists. It is also recommended that the entire length
of the Whitewater Creek Track (starting with the section between Kingston CBD to
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Summerleas Road) be upgraded over time to become purpose built shared cycleway/walkway
with an appropriate bitumen or concrete surface. This trail has the potential to be a significant
Class 1 trail and would be Kingborough’s first Class 1 trail once developed.
An overview (taken from a Summary of Trail Classes – Sustainable Recreational Trail Guidelines
South Australia) of a Class 1 trail is below:
•

Opportunity for large numbers of visitors, including those with reduced mobility, to
undertake walks which are provided with a high level of interpretation and facilities.

•

Users can learn about the natural environment through interpretive signs or brochures.

•

Users can expect frequent encounters with others.

8.5.3 ALUM CLIFFS TRACK
The Alum Cliffs Track is Council’s most used recreational trail and has undergone significant
upgrades and improvements over the last few years. It is recommended that Council continue
to remain focused on completing the developments planned for this trail to link with the Shot
Tower and then onto Taroona in the future. It is also recommended that investigations are
made into the issues, barriers and possibilities of opening this popular trail up to bikes as there
is significant interest from the community to cycle (mountain bike) on this trail.
The new entrance of the Alum Cliffs Track at the Kingston Beach or Browns River end has
greatly improved access and enjoyment of the track by removing the stairs and providing views
not seen before. Most people who walk the Alum Cliffs Track from the Kingston Beach area
enter the track using the footbridge across the Browns River. This footbridge enters directly
into a gravel potholed carpark and the appropriate walking track or the parking area are not
defined. As a way of improving the experience to users of this popular track, it is
recommended that a plan be developed to include landscaping of this carparking area defining
the track. This should be in the form of a connecting hard gravel track from the end of the
footbridge to the start of the new ramp to Alum Cliffs with a second connecting track taking
you close to the Dog Beach.

8.5.4 TAROONA FORESHORE TRAILS
The Taroona foreshore has numerous recreational trails that either follow the foreshore or
provide access to the foreshore from suburban streets. These trails are an important element
of the community’s public open space and provide residents with excellent opportunities to
walk and cycle to school, shops and public transport. It is recommended that Council continue
to improve and upgrade these trails in the future.

8.5.5 KETTERING POINT TRACK
The Kettering Point Track (which is mostly on Crown land) offers the community and visitors a
scenic recreational trail from Ferry Road to Trial Bay. It is recommended that following the
finalisation of the leasing arrangements from Crown Land Services, Council continue to plan for
the upgrading of the entire length of this trail and investigate options of promoting the trail to
visitors and locals alike.
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8.5.6 NIERINNA CREEK TRAIL
The Nierinna Creek Trail is an interesting multiuse trail that plays an important part in
connecting Margate with the Kaoota Tramway and the Snug Tiers. This connection is
important to all user groups. It is recommended that this trail be suitably upgraded and
appropriately signposted to meet the needs of all user groups.

8.5.7 D’ENTRECEASTEAUX TRAIL (HOBART TO DOVER)
This Regional Trail is a concept involving the future connection of existing trails and the
development of new sections to connect Hobart to Dover. This is a long term ambition but
within Kingborough’s boundaries alone there are numerous opportunities to provide public
access for multiple user groups to significant sections.
It is recommended that this trail concept continue to be supported by Council and that
external grant opportunities are pursued whenever possible. Priority should be given to linking
Mt Nelson with Kingston and Kingston with Margate as these two projects have the potential
to offer many residents and visitors quality trail experiences.

8.5.8 COTTAGE RD/KINGSTON WETLANDS TRAIL
Recreational trails come in many shapes and sizes from long distance mountain biking trails to
very short urban linkages. Council pursued external funding (unsuccessfully) in the past for a
short section of shared cycleway from Cottage Road (off Browns Rd) to Kingston CBD through
the wetlands. This project is only a short section of trail but a significant one in terms of what
it offers local residents, businesses and local workers.
It is recommended that Council continue to pursue this project by developing it for future
capital works consideration. The trail will need to be a concrete surface and careful
consideration needs to be taken as to the route it takes through the wetlands to meet with the
exiting trails in the area.

8.5.9 KINGBOROUGH MOUNTAIN BIKE PARK
The Kingborough Mountain Bike Park offers a diverse range of trail, jump and skills
infrastructure that is designed to benefit mountain bike riders of all levels from within
Kingborough as well as the region. A master plan of this site has been designed incorporating
stages one and two elements and the stage one elements as well as some stage two elements
have been constructed in 2012.
To ensure that residents and visitors get the full benefit of the designed mountain bike park it
is recommended that Council continue to implement this project until fully operational. As
well as implementing the two stages of the mountain bike elements of the project, it will be
important to monitor and consult with users and plan and implement additional facilities such
as shelters, seating, bbq and basic toilet facilities in accordance with demand.
The management plan for the Kingston Mountain Bike Park will need to be continually
monitored and updated as required to ensure efficient and effective operations of the facility.
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8.5.10 OTHER MOUNTAIN BIKE PROJECTS
To meet the regional needs of mountain biking, it is recommended that Council continue to
work with the Hobart City Council and relevant land owners to further develop community
access to the trail linking Ferntree with the bottom of Summerleas Rd.
This trail has the potential to be a fully off road link and was identified in the Greater Hobart
Mountain Bike Masterplan as an important link between the North South Track and others
tracks on Mt Wellington with Kingston and the outlying trails in Kingborough.

8.5.11 MARGATE TO SNUG
Council has endorsed the concept for the development of a cycle/shared path between
Margate and Snug to provide local opportunities for safe cycling and walking between these
two towns. This concept is part of the larger vision to link Kingston to Snug. It is
recommended that Council continue to pursue external funding opportunities for this project.

8.5.12 SUMMARY
Kingborough has a significant network of recreational trails across the municipality. These
provide essential informal recreational opportunities for residents and visitors alike.
The trails in the section above represent the evaluation of research findings, consultation as
well as projects that meet the planning principles and the tracks and trails criteria within this
document. There is a strong focus on renewal, rehabilitation and upgrading of existing
recreational trails which fits with the Council’s asset planning program.
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8.6 KINGBOROUGH SPORTS CENTRE
The Kingborough Sports Centre has in recent years undergone a number of important
improvements such as new indoor courts spaces, State Gymnastics Centre development and
improvements to parking and access to the centre. It is important to ensure that the best
usage is gained out of these venue improvements.
Following the recent centre improvements, the new indoor stadium now meets the indoor
sport and recreation needs of the local community but does not provide the ability to host
larger regional, intrastate and interstate events due to the lack of spectator seating in the
stadium.
Events such as Australian Netball League, National Basketball League and ANZ Championship
matches, larger gymnastics championships and larger netball and basketball events cannot
currently be considered at the venue due to the lack of appropriate spectator seating. It is
therefore recommended that investigations are made into suitable and retractable spectator
seating options of with at least 800 seats.
Council in conjunction with the Kingborough Gymnastic Centre, Kingborough Netball
Association, and Netball Tasmania could then pursue funding for the procurement of this
important piece of support infrastructure.
To ensure that the new stadium can be operated efficiently and effectively in the lead up to
events and the post event operations it is essential to have suitable external access via a ramp
to the carpark to enable trucks and operational vehicles to efficiently set up events from the
rear carpark. Research into these access requirements and the cost of these improvements
should be prepared and considered for future funding. These two actions will make the new
sports stadium more attractive to potential event organisers as well as ensure that events are
coordinated in an efficient manner.
The open area on level 4 has the potential to be used for multiple events and activities but due
to a number of issues such as noise from the courts below and its isolated location have meant
that it has not been used as effectively as it could be. It is recommended that a study be
undertaken identifying:
•

the current situation in this area;

•

the issues regarding this areas use;

•

the potential uses and user groups of this area if improvements were made; and

•

relevant improvements required to ensure this area is well utilised and operated
effectively.
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8.7 OTHER RECREATION FACILITIES
8.7.1 BEACH VOLLEYBALL
Beach Volleyball is a popular sport across Australia and makes the most of the natural
environment that many of the population live near. Volleyball Tasmania coordinates
competitions and social events at Kingston Beach throughout the summer and currently erect
portable nets and posts for each event.
Numerous mainland councils have beach volleyball in their municipality and operate with
permanent poles. Having permanent poles would not only make running the organised sport
in Kingston Beach easier and more efficient, it would also provide the opportunity for informal
volleyball games being played by visitors to the beach at times of their choosing helping to
meet the growing need for informal sport and recreation opportunities for the broader
community.
It is recommended that investigations be made into the barriers to having permanent net
posts at Kingston Beach including risk management issues and operational issues such as
putting nets up and down.

8.7.2 KAYAKING AND CANOEING
Kayaks and canoes are fast becoming popular in Tasmania due to in part the ease of access to
great paddling environments. Kingston Beach as well as numerous locations along the
Kingborough coast are well known kayak and canoe spots and each week during summer, up
to 90 participants can gather to kayak in and around the Browns River area.
Kayaking is also a very popular informal recreational opportunity for the whole family and in
recent years, many people have purchased kayaks to use for their informal recreational
activities. Kingborough Council have recently installed a kayak rack and wash down facility at
the Browns River area of Kingston Beach and this facility is well used and much appreciated.
It is recommended that Kingborough Council develop a plan that identifies the future facility
needs of the canoe and kayak communities who use Kingborough’s beach and river
environments for this activity.
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8.7.3 RECREATIONAL FISHING
Fishing is one of Tasmania’s top ten recreational activities and Kingborough has one of the
longest stretches of coast line at 336 km. To take full advantage of the environment that
Kingborough has in term of its coast, it is recommended that Council develop a plan which
identifies future facility needs that would support recreational fishing. Elements may include
signage, information on fishing practices and other support infrastructure.

8.7.4 AQUATIC CENTRE
An aquatic centre in Kingston has been discussed over many years by the community. A future
location of a facility as well as details that should be considered in regards to its development
was highlighted in the Kingborough Sports Centre Master Plan.
In January 2012, Council resolved that due to other competing demands and priorities,
Council’s policy position is to not support the construction and operation of a public swimming
pool in Kingborough at this time. Aquatic Centres have very high operating expenses and the
pursuit of an aquatic centre would likely result in the reduction of services and opportunities
for other recreational activities to offset the expenses

8.7.5 BLACKMANS BAY SKATE PARK
There has been recent interest and demand for further development of this popular skate
park. Skating is an ideal informal physical activity for young people and therefore Council
should continue to monitor the needs and desires of the users of the park and work with them
to develop a practical, achievable development which may include landscaping and uses of the
entire land area connected with the skate park.

9.0 I MPLEMENTATION P LAN
The ten year implementation plan is considered to be a working document and it is recognised
that the implementation process may vary over time in response to:
•

New opportunities to secure funding;

•

The policy framework;

•

The level of support for the recommended actions;

•

level of commitment by key stakeholders;

•

Changing participation trends; and

•

The willingness and ability to invest resources into further development to the sporting
and recreational facilities in Kingborough.
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SPORTS COURTS (OUTDOOR):
STRATEGY
Sports Courts (Outdoor)

ACTION
Kingston Tennis Club:
Working with Tennis Australia, Tennis Tasmania and the
Kingston Tennis Club to plan and construct at least one court
(with lighting) initially and a second in the medium term
(depending on demand) adjacent to the Kingston Tennis Club
site. An estimate for the construction of a single acrylic hardcourt is around $60k to $80K.

PRIORITY
Medium

In conjunction with the Kingston Tennis Club, Taroona Tennis
Club and Tennis Tasmania, come to an arrangement through
lease agreements whereby access to the existing courts is
made more accessible to the public for informal tennis
opportunities by developing a more efficient, widely known
and publicised system of public access (pay and play)
system.- Staff time

High

Taroona Tennis Club:
Work with the Taroona Tennis Club to improve the club
facility and environment over time to make the club more
welcoming and inviting, improving the quality of the tennis
experience delivered by the facility. Staff Time

Medium

Identify a suitable practice to reduce the impact on the
tennis courts of tree roots and implement as regularly as
recommended. Staff Time

Medium

Initiate discussions with the Taroona High School to
investigate the possibility of Council providing tennis nets for
use at the school tennis courts and ensure that the courts
are open to public use at all non school use times. An
estimate for this project is $600.00.

High

Dru Point Tennis:
Upgrade the look, feel and usability of the Dru Point tennis
courts especially the standard of fencing, the shelter and
seating area adjacent to the court and the signage related to
the courts. Evaluate and cost the resurfacing of the two
courts so as to provide a quality surface at this venue.
Consider implementing a court management system to
ensure that everybody get a fair chance to court access at
busy times. An estimate for this project is between $60k to
$100k

High

Assess the condition and needs of the tennis courts at
Kettering, Middleton, Adventure Bay and Dennes Point and
develop maintenance and upgrade plans for improvements
over the next 10 years.

Low

Assess the condition of the tennis courts at Snug and
Alonnah and in conjunction with the community, develop
projects to upgrade these courts to include other facilities
such as a basketball ring/soccer goals etc to meet the needs
of the community.

Medium

Kingborough Sport and Recreation Facilities Strategy 2013

Page 47

PAVILION DEVELOPMENT AND IMPROVEMENT:
STRATEGY
Pavilion Development and
Improvement

ACTION

PRIORITY

Kelvedon Oval Pavilion:
Working closely with the user groups, the Taroona
community and Football Federation of Tasmania, develop a
concept plan which includes the construction of a basic yet
usable pavilion design taking into account the planning
principles of this study. Following this planning, funding
should be pursued to see this development implemented. It
is estimated that this project would cost between $300K500K and the development of partnerships (including the
club, Council and State Government) for this projects funding
should be pursued.

High

Lightwood Park Pavilion:
Develop in conjunction with Football Federation Tasmania
and the local user groups in Kingborough the further
redevelopment of clubroom/changeroom and spectator
facilities at Lightwood Park. This planning should include
improved storage solutions for clubs and consider the needs
for carparking adjacent to the building(s). A single multiuse
pavilion combining the needs of the user groups in one
building would be the preferred solution. Estimated cost for
this project would be around $300k to $600k

Low

Margate Oval Pavilion:
Develop in conjunction with the Margate Cricket Club and
the Margate Primary School Soccer Club a concept plan for
the upgrade of the existing sporting pavilion so as to meet
the long term needs of both clubs. An estimate for works is
between $50k and $100k

Medium

Gormley Park Pavilion:
Working with the existing clubs and with potential user
groups in mind, develop a plan of improvements to the
building at Gormley Park so as to meet the needs of the user
groups as well as providing a flexible sports pavilion for the
future. (As part of Gormley Park master plan project.) Staff
Time

Low

Kettering Oval Cricket Pavilion:
Continue to work with the Kettering Cricket Club to develop a
future building plan that will meet the current and future
needs of the club and community

Low

Undertake building audit of all Council owned sports ground
buildings including change rooms, clubrooms, scoreboards,
kitchens/canteens and identify a prioritised schedule of
works to bring them up to the relevant standard. Priority
should be in accordance with usage and trends and work
should meet planning principles. Estimated cost- $30K

High
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SPORTS GROUNDS AND ASSOCIATED FACILITIES:
STRATEGY
Sports Grounds and associated
facilities

ACTION
Kelvedon Oval:
Undertake assessment of the costs associated with a
complete rebuild of the Kelvedon Oval including
drainage and soil profile. Estimated cost including
irrigation- $300k-$400k
In conjunction with the Taroona Soccer Club and other
community groups, develop a landscaping plan for the
Kelvedon Oval precinct incorporating pathway and
carparking planning, local trail linkages and signage plan.
(In conjunction with building redevelopment.) Estimated
cost $100k
Taroona High School:
Investigate options for further community and club use
(especially for training) of sports grounds at the Taroona
High School and identify barriers for clubs using these
facilities such as sports lighting and toilets etc

PRIORITY
High

Gormley Park:
Develop a master plan of the Gormley Park precinct
identifying the needs and desires of the current and
future user groups. This plan should include clubrooms,
oval layout, athletics layouts, carparking areas and other
issues such as drainage around both the building and
the ground.
Lightwood Park:
Expand the western most soccer ground at Lightwood
Park to create a full sized junior soccer pitch. (From
Sports Centre Masterplan).
The Kingborough Sports Centre Master Plan
recommended that Lightwood Park should become one
of the best venues for soccer in the Greater Hobart
region. This plan recommended that the ground
Develop a plan that would see Lightwood Park 1 be
redeveloped to become a fully drained, sand based turf
pitch with night lighting. (From Sports Centre
Masterplan).
Kingborough Sports Centre Precinct:
Develop in conjunction with Football Federation
Tasmania a concept plan for the development of a
‘soccer hub’ made up of synthetic surfaces and flexible
fencing options to accommodate a broad variety of all
weather high participation sporting opportunities (not
just soccer). This action will require analysis of all sports
ground areas within the precinct and include the needs
for access, parking and support buildings. Estimated cost
of a single full size synthetic soccer pitch is between
$800k and $1.5m

Medium

Training Ground above Gormley Park:
Improve the playing surface (i.e. size, landslip issues,
investigate drainage, subsurface profile) and as well as
appropriate sports lighting options of the ‘Training
Ground’ on the top side of Gormley Drive to make this
ground more suitable as a training venue for soccer as
well as a multiuse venue (expanded action from the
Sports Centre Master Plan to be considered in relation
to the broader action item regarding the concept of
synthetic surfaces).
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STRATEGY
Sports Grounds and Associated
Facilities (cont)

ACTION
Twin Ovals:
Continue to pursue funding opportunities that will
contribute to the construction of suitable spectator
facilities and associated car parking areas at the Twin Ovals
(football)- Estimated cost $4M.

PRIORITY
High

Kingston Beach Oval:
In partnership with the Kingborough Junior Football Club,
invest in a lighting upgrade at Kingston Beach Oval to meet
the needs of the club and to provide a safer playing and
training environment.

Medium

Snug Cricket Ground:
In partnership with the Snug Cricket Club, investigate
options for the upgrade and improvement of the cricket
training nets. Consideration is required on the most
suitable long term location within the oval area.

Medium
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RECREATIONAL AND CYCLING TRAILS
STRATEGY
Recreational and Cycling Trails

ACTION
Coffee Creek Track:
Widen the track and upgrade to a hard gravel surface
between Huntingfield and the new Algona Rd underpass taking into consideration the impacts on the natural
environment of the corridor including trees and water
management. Investigate the possibilities of taking this
track through to Howden Road. Investigate the
construction of a shared path linking Coffee Creek Track
with Huntingfield Ave adjacent Patriarch Drive.

PRIORITY
Medium

Whitewater Creek Track:
Investigate safe crossing options such as a pedestrian
refuge on Summerleas Rd linking the new section of
concrete path with the section of trail linking the Spring
Farm Bridge.

High

Whitewater Creek Upgrading:
Upgrade this multiuser track to a concrete surface along
the whole length between Summerleas Road and
Kingston CBD to provide a quality trail experience for
users and ensure its longevity and sustainability into the
future. Estimated cost $400-500K

Medium

Alum Cliffs:
Complete the land negotiations and agreements required
to complete this track project to the Shot Tower and then
beyond to link with the Taroona Foreshore Track

High

Explore barriers to the introduction of mountain bike
access to the Alum Cliffs Track

Low

Develop a landscaping plan aimed at defining the path
from the footbridge to the new entrance ramp of Alum
Cliffs through the carparking area at Browns River
Estimated cost $60k

Medium

Taroona Foreshore Tracks:
Continue to develop and upgrade sections of the Taroona
foreshore track links including those that connect streets
to the beach.

Medium

Kettering Point Track:
Following Council’s leasing arrangements being finalised,
upgrade this track in conjunction with a combination of
people from the various Kettering Community groups
between Ferry Road and Trial Bay to ensure a safe
enjoyable walk or ride in this popular area. Estimated cost
of an upgrade of the second section of this track is$50K

Medium

Nierinna Creek Track:
Develop this track further to meet the needs of all user
groups including MTB riders as per the recommendation
in the Greater Hobart MTB Master Plan. Estimated cost of
a upgrade is$50K

Low
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STRATEGY
Recreational and Cycling Trails
(cont)

ACTION
Regional (D’Entreceasteaux) Trail:
Continue planning to develop public access to sections of
trail between Mt Nelson and Kaoota Tramway as part of the
development of the Hobart to Dover linkage

Cottage Road to Kingston CBD
(Wetlands Track) - Shared path development. An estimate
for this project is $160k

PRIORITY
High

Low

Greater Hobart Mountain Bike Master Plan:
Continue to plan and deliver relevant actions from the
Greater Hobart Mountain Bike Master Plan including the
Westrigia Track, Regional Trail, MTB Park and Nierinna Creek
Track

Medium

Work closely with Hobart City Council to progress the
possibility of public access to the popular MTB track from
Fern Tree to the bottom of Summerleas Road.

Medium

Kingborough Mountain Bike Park:
Continue to implement elements of the Kingborough
Mountain Bike Park including stage two projects such as a
pump track, skills area and additional trails. Monitor the
facility and plan additional facilities such as shelters, seating,
bbq and toilets in accordance with demand. The completion
of the planned mountain bike riding elements from the
Masterplan are estimated to be a cost of $50k

High

Kingborough Trails Audit:
Audit all ‘existing’ trails in Kingborough - and develop an
updated strategy for future major and minor improvements
with a focus on those that meet the criteria and planning
principles listed in this document as a priority. Accessibility,
safety, sustainability and signage should be a focus of this
planning.- Staff time or consultancy

Medium

Margate to Snug Shared Trail:
Pursue external funding opportunities for the future
development of the Margate to Snug shared trail – Project
cost is estimated to be between $500k and 800k
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OTHER FACILITIES
STRATEGY
Other Facilities

ACTION

PRIORITY

Kingborough Sports Centre:
Investigate suitable retractable spectator seating options of
with at least 800 seats. Council in conjunction with the
Kingborough Gymnastic Centre, Kingborough Netball
Association, and Netball Tasmania could then pursue
funding for the procurement of this important piece of
support infrastructure. Estimated cost is between $350 and
$500K

High

Investigate options for the development of a suitable
external access to the main stadium via a ramp to the
carpark.

Low

Undertake a study of the open level 4 area identifying:
•
the current situation in this area
•
the issues regarding this areas use
•
the potential uses and user groups of this area if
improvements were made and the relevant
improvements required to ensure this area is
well utilised and operated effectively.

Low

Beach Volleyball:
Investigate the possibilities and barriers to the
development of permanent net posts on the Kingston
Beach for the purposes of organised and non organised
volleyball. -Staff time

Medium

Kayak/Canoe:
Develop a plan which identifies the future facility needs
that would support the kayak and canoe groups in Kingston
Beach and in other parts of Kingborough. -Staff time

Medium

Recreational Fishing:
Develop a plan which identifies the future facility needs
that supports recreational fishing in Kingborough. Staff
time

Medium

Blackmans Bay Skate Park:
Continue to monitor the needs of the community in
regards to the possible renovation or redevelopment of the
Blackmans Bay Skate Park- Staff time

Medium
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10.0 A PPENDIX
ERASS 2010
Below are some relevant sections from the 2010 ERASS (Exercise, Recreation and Sport Survey)
Total participation by age:
•

Nationally and in Tasmania there is a trend for total participation rates to decrease as
age increases, as shown in table 1.

•

The highest total participation rate in both Australia and Tasmania is in the 15-24 age
group, at 87.7 per cent nationally and 89.2 per cent in Tasmania.

•

The lowest total participation rate in both Australia and Tasmania is in the 65 years and
over age group, at 72.2 per cent nationally and 70.5 per cent in Tasmania.

•

However, the 65 year and over age group has experienced the largest increase in total
participation since 2001. In Australia, the total participation rate of the 65 years and
over age group has increased by over 10 per cent in this time, from 60.1 per cent in
2001 to 72.2 per cent in 2010.

•

As shown in figure 9 (next page) this trend also exists in Tasmania, where the total
participation of the 65 years and over age group has also increased by ten per cent,
from 59.0 per cent in 2001 to 70.5 per cent in 2010.

•

The age groups of 35-44, 45-54, 55-64 and 65 years and over have all experienced
increases in total participation since 2001. Total participation of those aged below 35
years has remained relatively constant since 2001, as illustrated in table 1 below.
AUSTRALIA

TASMANIA

AGE GROUP

2001

2010

2001

2010

15-24

88.8

87.7

90.5

89.2

25-34

85.3

86.1

84.0

82.3

35-44

80.6

85.1

79.0

86.3

45-54

75.4

82.1

77.3

78.1

55-64

70.2

78.7

70.6

77.5

65+

60.1

72.2

59.0

70.5
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MOST POPULAR ACTIVITIES - AUSTRALIA
•

Since the ERASS survey began in 2001, walking has remained the number one physical
activity in terms of total participation rates both nationally and in Tasmania, for both
females and males.

•

The top 10 Australian physical activities have encompassed the same top 10 activities
during the history of the survey. The 2010 ranking and participation rate of these
activities can be seen below in table 2.

•

Of the top 10 most popular national activities, aerobics has experienced the largest
participation rate increase of all activities, increasing from 13 per cent to 23.5 per cent
over the ten year survey history.

•

The second largest participation rate increase has been in running, increasing from 7.2
per cent in 2001 to 10.6 per cent in 2010.

•

The largest participation rate decrease has occurred in tennis, which has fallen from 9.2
per cent in 2001 to 6.0 per cent in 2010.

•

Swimming experienced the greatest annual decrease in participation falling from 14.1
per cent in 2009 to 13.0 per cent in 2010. Cycling had the greatest annual increase of
0.8 per cent from 2009 to 2010.

Top 10 physical activities in Australia, 2009 and 2010
RANK

ACTIVITY

2010 PARTICIPATION
RATE%

2009 PARTICIPATION
RATE

1

Walking (other than
Bushwalking)

35.9%

36.1%

2

Aerobics/Fitness

23.5%

22.9%

3

Swimming

13.0%

14.1%

4

Cycling

11.9%

11.1%

5

Running

10.6%

11.0%

6

Golf

6.7%

6.4%

7

Tennis

6.0%

6.4%

8

Football (outdoor)

4.8%

5.1%

9

Walking (bush)

4.8%

5.0%

10

Netball

3.7%

4.0%
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MOST POPULAR ACTIVITIES - TASMANIA
•

The top 10 physical activities participated in by Tasmanians in 2010 (total participation)
is similar to the national top 10, with two exceptions. As illustrated in table 3, Australian
Rules football and fishing have both made their way into the Tasmanian top 10,
differing from the Australian top 10 which instead includes netball and football
(outdoor).

•

Football (outdoor) fell from eighth on the 2008 Tasmanian top ten list, at 4.8 per cent,
to eleventh in 2009, at 3.5 per cent and to twelfth in 2010 at 3.3 per cent.

•

Walking (other than bush) experienced the greatest annual decrease in participation,
decreasing by 3 per cent (38.4% down from 41.4% in 2009). As per the national results
for most popular activities, cycling had the greatest annual increase in Tasmania of 2.2
per cent, followed by walking (bush) which increased by 1.3 per cent between 2009 and
2010.

Top 10 physical activities in Tasmania, 2009 and 2010
RANK

ACTIVITY

2010 PARTICIPATION
RATE%

2009 PARTICIPATION
RATE

1

Walking (other than
Bushwalking)

38.4%

41.4%

2

Aerobics/Fitness

17.7%

16.5%

3

Swimming

11.5%

11.6%

4

Cycling

11.1%

8.9%

5

Walking (bush)

9.0%

7.7%

6

Running

8.0%

7.8%

7

Golf

6.0%

6.6%

8

Australian Rules
Football

4.4%

5.3%

9

Fishing

4.1%

3.9%

10

Tennis

4.1%

3.8%

Kingborough Sport and Recreation Facilities Strategy 2013

Page 56

Developing sport and recreation facilities (cont)
Business Planning Guidelines- Sport and Recreation Tasmania
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Developing sport and recreation facilities (cont)
Business Planning Guidelines- Sport and Recreation Tasmania
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