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1. Terms of Reference

This report was requested by Craig Wood of JMC Property Group, to assess the
impacts of development on a mature tree growing at 22 Grange Avenue, Taroona.
An assessment of the site was undertaken on the 3rd of July 2019. This report will
discuss those findings and provide management recommendations.

Fig. 1 an aerial image
of the site identifying
the tree subject to
this report. Image
courtesy of listmap.

2. Site Findings
The large blue gum (Eucalyptus globulus) is situated on the southern boundary of
the property. The tree is bounded by a concrete driveway to the east, shed to the
north and a private driveway to the south.
As a result of prevailing winds generated from the north-west, the crown is
drawn over the neighbouring driveway to the south. Although this form appears
awkward, it still has a probability of failure in the lower ranges.
In its current situation, the tree presents a broadly acceptable level of risk and is
likely to contribute to the landscape in excess of a further 20 years.
As the blue gum has a trunk diameter in excess of 70cm, it is considered to be a
very high conservation value specimen.
3. Development Impacts
On the day of inspection, the access road to the south of the trunk, that was
previously compacted FCR, had been removed back to the natural ground level.
The only other works that had taken place near the tree was a small block work
retaining wall at the back of the shed, and the formation of a FCR pad to the west
of the trunk.

The tree protection zone (TPZ) was calculated at 12.36m, which is a radial
measurement from the centre of the trunk.

Fig. 2 – the access road passing by the tree. The removal of the FCR had revealed the
natural ground below.

It is proposed that rumble boards are to be installed along the access road to
avoid compaction and allow water and oxygen to reach the roots below. A slight
depression needed to be filled on the southern boundary and was to be
completed using 20mm bluestone. Due to these considerations, I do not feel that
this qualifies as a TPZ incursion.
The compacted FCR pad and small retaining wall to the west of the tree does
create an incursion in the TPZ. I have calculated this incursion at 9.5% which is
deemed tolerable.
4. Tree Protection Measures
The proposed access path needs to be in place for the entirety of the project. This
area needs to be free from any activities associated with the construction. No
excavation shall occur in this location, and at no point can it be used for the
storage of fill or dumping of contaminates.
I recommend that some fencing panels or trunk protection are installed around
the tree to avoid any collision damage.
When the works are complete, and the rumble boards are removed, I recommend
that a porous surface is installed to avoid the roots drying out. This could be in
the form of porous paving, no fines concrete etc.

5. Conclusion
•

The introduction of rumble boards and open aggregate is unlikely to
have an impact on the health of this tree.

•

An incursion of 9.5% has been calculated which is in the form of the
compacted pad and retaining wall to the west. This incursion is
tolerable, and I feel that the tree will be able to adjust to these works.

•

Some trunk protection should be installed to protect it from physical
damage during the construction phase.

•

Post construction, the access road should be formalised with a
porous surface.

Yours sincerely,

Alister Hodgman

