COUNCIL MEETING
AGENDA
NOTICE is hereby given that an Ordinary meeting of the Kingborough Council
will be held in the Kingborough Civic Centre, 15 Channel Highway, Kingston on
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QUALIFIED PERSONS
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GUIDELINES FOR PUBLIC QUESTIONS
Section 31 of the Local Government (Meeting Procedures) Regulations 2015

Questions from the public may either be submitted to the General Manager in writing or asked
verbally at an Ordinary Council meeting. Any question asked must only relate to the activities of
Council [Section 31(2)(b)].
This guideline is provided to assist the public with the requirements of Public Question Time as
set out in the Local Government (Meeting Procedures) Regulations 2015 as well as
determinations made by Council. You are reminded that the public question forum is designed
to accommodate questions only and neither the questions nor answers will be debated.

Questions on Notice
Written questions on notice must be received at least seven (7) days before an Ordinary Council
meeting [Section 31(1)] and must be clearly headed ‘Question/s on Notice’. The period of 7 days
includes Saturdays, Sundays and statutory holidays but does not include the day on which notice
is given or the day of the Ordinary Council meeting [Section 31(8)].

Questions Without Notice
The Chairperson of an Ordinary Council meeting must ensure that, if required, at least 15 minutes
is made available for public questions without notice [Section 31(3)]. A question without notice
must not relate to any matter that is listed on the agenda for that meeting.
A question by any member of the public and an answer to that question is not to be debated at
the meeting [Section 31(4)]. If a response to a question cannot be provided at the meeting, the
question will be taken on notice and will be included in the following Ordinary Council meeting
agenda, or as soon as practicable, together with the response to that question.
There is to be no discussion, preamble or embellishment of any question asked without notice,
and the Chairperson may require that a member of the public immediately put the question.
The Chairperson can determine whether a question without notice will not be accepted but must
provide reasons for refusing to accept the said question [Section 31 (6)]. The Chairperson may
require a question without notice to be put on notice and in writing.
The Chairperson may rule a question inappropriate, and thus inadmissible if in his or her opinion
it has already been asked, is unclear, irrelevant, offensive or relates to any matter which would
normally be considered in Closed Session. The Chairperson may require that a member of the
public immediately put the question.
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AGENDA of an Ordinary Meeting of Council
Kingborough Civic Centre, 15 Channel Highway, Kingston
Tuesday, 10 March 2020 at 5.30pm

1

AUDIO RECORDING

The Chairperson will declare the meeting open, welcome all in attendance and advise that Council
meetings are recorded and made publically available on its website. In accordance with Council’s
policy the Chairperson will request confirmation that the audio recording has commenced.

2

ACKNOWLEDGEMENT OF TRADITIONAL CUSTODIANS

The Chairperson will acknowledge the traditional custodians of this land, pay respects to elders
past and present, and acknowledge today’s Tasmanian Aboriginal community.

3

ATTENDEES

Councillors:
Mayor Councillor D Winter
Deputy Mayor Councillor J Westwood
Councillor S Bastone
Councillor G Cordover
Councillor D Grace
Councillor A Midgley
Councillor C Street
Councillor S Wass
Councillor P Wriedt

4

APOLOGIES

Cr Flora Fox

5

CONFIRMATION OF MINUTES

RECOMMENDATION
That the Minutes of the open session of the Council Meeting No.4 held on 24 February 2020 be
confirmed as a true record.

6
2 March

WORKSHOPS HELD SINCE LAST COUNCIL MEETING
-

City Deal and Election Projects
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7

10 March 2020

DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST

In accordance with Regulation 8 of the Local Government (Meeting Procedures) Regulations 2015
and Council’s adopted Code of Conduct, the Mayor requests Councillors to indicate whether they
have, or are likely to have, a pecuniary interest (any pecuniary benefits or pecuniary detriment) or
conflict of interest in any item on the Agenda.

8

TRANSFER OF AGENDA ITEMS

Are there any items, which the meeting believes, should be transferred from open session to the
closed session of this agenda or from closed session to the open session of this agenda, in
accordance with the procedures allowed under Section 15 of the Local Government (Meeting
Procedures) Regulations 2015.

9

QUESTIONS WITHOUT NOTICE FROM THE PUBLIC

10

QUESTIONS ON NOTICE FROM THE PUBLIC

At the Council meeting on 24 February 2020, Mr Greg Simson asked the following question without
notice to the General Manager, with a response that the question would be taken on notice:
10.1

Traffic Plans

How do I go about finding out information on road plans and traffic plans for the Kingborough area,
specifically Spring Farm, Whitewater Park and so on?
Officer’s Response:
Council has not undertaken any recent traffic studies on the Spring Farm/ Whitewater Creek area.
However, there are Traffic Impact Assessments that have been undertaken as part of the recent
developments within this area and this information is available for viewing/discussion with officers
from Council’s engineering services department.
David Reeve, Executive Manager Engineering Services

Ms Karen Camino submitted the following question on notice:
10.2

Pedestrian Safety, Willowbend Road

Will Council enhance pedestrian safety on Willowbend Road Kingston, by painting a yellow ‘no
parking’ line on the blind corner, from approximately number 2 Willowbend Road to the intersection
with Summerleas Road?
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Officer’s Response:
Section 208 (6) of the Road Rules 2009 states:
If the road has a continuous dividing line or a dividing strip, the driver must position the vehicle at
least 3 metres from the continuous dividing line or dividing strip, unless otherwise indicated by
information on or with a parking control sign.
Willowbend Road is approximately 6 metres wide between kerbs. The 100m section of Willowbend
Road from the Summerleas Road junction to No. 2 Willowbend Road has a continuous dividing
line. By default of the road rules motorists cannot park along that section.
Council’s Compliance Officers have been undertaking inspections and will issue infringements to
motorists found illegally parked. However as Willowbend Road was constructed with a mountable
kerb motorists could be misled to believe it is permissible to mount the kerb and straddle the vehicle
partly on the road and partly over the footpath/nature strip.
Council will continue to patrol the area over the next 4 weeks. If illegal parking continues Council
will install NO STOPPING signs.
Renai Clark, Roads & Stormwater Engineer

Mr Julian Bush submitted the following question on notice:
10.3

Possible Breach of Meeting Procedures

It has been brought to my attention by an ex-councillor of a serious breach of Meeting procedures
at the January meeting of council. Once a motion is put and voted on (even if decided in the
negative by a tied vote) the result cannot be altered except by a formal rescission motion at the
next Council meeting. From the transcripts of the meeting a clear breach of this procedure has
occurred. What and how will council address this illegality, and how does council intend to restore
the faith of the public that council is a trustworthy body.
Officer’s Response:
There was no breach of procedure.
Section 19 of the Local Government Meeting procedures regulations gives the Chairperson the
ability to allow an item to be discussed again. A motion that a matter be allowed to be discussed
again was moved and carried to allow that to happen. This is reflected in the minutes and audio of
the meeting.
Gary Arnold, General Manager

Mr Jim Evans submitted the following question on notice:
10.4
1

Kingborough Sports Precinct Future Directions Plan
The Mayor has stated that it costs $500,000 per annum to maintain the total Twin Ovals
complex and I believe that the relative split is 70% associated with cricket costs and 30%
associated with AFL Costs. Please advise the current annual cost of maintaining the existing
turf wickets in the bottom cricket oval at the Twin Ovals complex?
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2.

Given that the plan recommends the installation of 5 turf wickets in the top AFL oval for the
benefit of only approximately 60 participants. Please advise how such a significant increase
in expenditure - which I assume is greater than the maintenance costs referred to above - is
justified and can possibly be seen as equitable?

3.

Leaving aside the general benefit derived by increasing the opportunity for Kingborough
residents to live a healthier lifestyle by participating in sport. Please advise how Council
considers it reasonable to expect Kingborough rate payers to fund such a significant
investment into a single sport with so few participants, to the real detriment of so many.

Officer’s Response:
1.

For the 2019/20 financial year, the budgeted maintenance for Twin Oval 1 is $120,000 and
$206,000 for Twin Oval 2. The increased expenditure associated with maintaining the
latter is attributable to the cost of preparing both the turf centre wickets and practice wickets.

2.

Cricket is Australia’s most popular summer sport; the game of cricket is iconic and has been
played in Australia since the early 1800’s. The increased cost of providing turf wickets is a
reality associated with the provision of facilities to support the development of our young local
cricket players.

3.

Cricket and Australian Rules Football have been sharing Ovals at a community level for over
160 years. Therefore, the cost of providing quality facilities for both iconic sports is the
primary consideration. It is not expected that rate payers will cover the full additional
maintenance costs for Twin Oval 1 that will accrue as a result of shared usage for cricket.
These will be offset in part by an increase in hire fees associated with increased usage during
the summer months.
Scott Wade, Kingborough Sports Precinct Operations Manager

Mrs Claire Corrigan submitted the following questions on notice:
10.5

Implementation of the Climate Change Action Plan

As previously explained in past council agendas, adequate funding for implementing the Climate
Change Action Plan and Climate Change Adaption Policy is an estimated $300,000. In considering
a dedicated rate rise to fund this amount, exactly how much would the rates have to rise by? Could
you please explain the calculations in determining the answer for clarity. When considering an
average sized property how much per year would this rate rise equate to? If the general community
supported a dedicated rate rise for the above mentioned, how would the council endeavour to learn
about it?
Officer’s Response:
Council receives approximately $24.4 million in general rates. Therefore to raise an additional
$300,000, the general rate would need to increase by an additional 1.2%.
There are approximately 17,700 ratepayers in Kingborough, paying on average around $1,550 per
annum in rates. A 1.2% increase would amount to $18.60 per household each year.
The Council draft budget will be released for consultation in April 2020. Council will review
submissions from ratepayers in May before the budget goes to the Council for approval in June.
John Breen, Chief Financial Officer
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Climate Change Resourcing

After being involved with a successful stall at the Love Living Locally Festival, whereby we gave
away trees and plants as a carbon-sinking educational activity run by the joint effort of 2
Kingborough groups Sustainable Living in Kingborough and Southern Environment Action Network,
it was apparent that there is a high degree of community interest in climate action. What
commitment would be required to implement the Kingborough Climate Change Plan and Climate
Change Adaptation Policy?
Officer’s Response:
The Kingborough Council Climate Change Plan (2019 to 2024) was endorsed by Council in March
2019. The motion of endorsement indicated that resourcing of actions would be subject to annual
budget deliberations.
The Kingborough Council Climate Change Adaptation Policy was first endorsed in March 2014 and
has been reviewed and re-endorsed twice since. Guideline X1 in the Policy states that Council’s
response to climate change will be guided by the following principle: ‘Staff capacity and resourcing
is maintained commensurate with the issues and opportunities as they arise’.
At the 8th July 2019 meeting of Council a resolution was passed regarding a climate change and
biodiversity emergency indicating that Council would:
1.

Recognise that we are in a state of climate and biodiversity emergency that requires urgent
action by all levels of government, including local councils, and

2.

Acknowledge that Kingborough Municipality is being affected by climate impacts, including
extreme weather events, wildfires and sea level rise;

3.

Acknowledge the declaration of a climate and biodiversity emergency in the Council's
Strategic Plan and in the Annual Report.

4.

Ensure that any strategic financial management and development decisions consider climate
change and that this is noted in Council reports.

It is apparent from each of the abovementioned climate change position documents that a
commitment to adequate resourcing is critical to meaningful progress on an issue that appears to
be of significant concern to the community and a fundamental risk to the functionality of council into
the future.
In the Kingborough Council Climate Change Plan it is highlighted that three categories of activities
are essential to council’s climate change response. These are:
•

Climate Change Strategic Management
eg: council climate change governance and risk management

•

Energy and Greenhouse Gas Management
eg: Zero net emissions by 2050 investigations and potential commitment

•

Climate Change Adaptation
eg: vulnerable community case study site risk evaluation and adaptation planning

The plan lists actions that encapsulate what it will take to make realistic progress in all three of
these categories.
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A climate change resourcing related motion was moved and carried at the 7 December 2019
Annual General Meeting of Council. It was proposed that:
There is a commitment of reasonable and adequate funding and resourcing of the Climate Change
Plan as a matter of priority for Council in their next budget.
In the council officer response to the motion it was indicated in the Finance section of the report
that:
•

It is estimated that progression of actions identified in the Plan for 2020/2021 as well as
catching up on those from 2019/2020 would require funding of the order of $200,000 for the
2020/2021 financial year.

•

It is estimated that the increase in staff resourcing to one FTE (from the current 0.3) on climate
change action would have cost implications of around $100,000 per annum.

This answer that a total commitment of $300,000 would be required to adequately implement
council’s climate change response related to the need for funding to undertake key projects but
also the employment of a dedicated Climate Change Officer. Having a Climate Change Officer
would facilitate:
•

strategic implementation of research and projects identified in the Climate Change Plan and
Adaptation Policy; and

•

an opportunity for increased community interaction on climate change with improved risk and
resilience communications as well as the facilitation of community based programs and
initiatives.

In answer to the specific question posed, the commitment required to implement the Kingborough
Climate Change Plan and Climate Change Adaptation Policy for the 2020/21 financial year would
be of the order of $300,000.
Jon Doole, Manager Environmental Services

Ms Sarah Anderson submitted the following question on notice:
10.7

Funding of Projects

Recently there have been public consultations about playgrounds, upgrading of sporting grounds
and now a new proposal of a swimming pool. Projects which must have a high level of expenditure.
Where does funding of an already approved Climate Change Plan sit alongside these endeavours?
And will the Climate Change Plan be compromised if these other projects go ahead?
Officer’s Response:
Expenditure on infrastructure such as playgrounds, sporting grounds and swimming pools is
considered as part of Council’s capital expenditure program on an annual basis.
Expenditure on the Climate Change Plan is considered as part of the operational expenditure
budget on an annual basis..
John Breen, Chief Financial Officer
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11

QUESTIONS WITHOUT NOTICE FROM COUNCILLORS

12

QUESTIONS ON NOTICE FROM COUNCILLORS

At the Council meeting on 24 February 2020, Cr Wass asked the following question without notice
to the General Manager, with a response that the question would be taken on notice:
12.1

Crescent Drive, Margate

Crescent Drive was a through road but it’s now no longer. Like many of the streets in Kingborough,
suffers badly from hoons, particularly at night. Can staff investigate and provide appropriate
signage for Crescent Drive in three or four locations virtually opposite on each side of the road,
there is an indication that it is a pedestrian walkway and a cyclist walkway which really, if you follow
that, means that there is one lane of traffic only. The verges are overgrown and any pedestrian or
cyclist in that area has no option but to remain on the road or end up in blackberries and there is
no speed limit. We all know that it is 50 unless posted otherwise but I think if we had a caution
pedestrians, cyclists or something similar with that it certainly would appease the local people that
live in Crescent Drive it probably wouldn’t do anything to change the offensive behaviour but at
least something can be done and I would suggest that if that doesn’t settle down, then the police
be informed to undertake some action.
Officer’s Response:
Council Officers will investigate the issue of hooning in Crescent Drive and look at implementing
traffic safety measures if appropriate. A further response will be provided to Council after the
investigation.
David Reeve, Executive Manager Engineering Services

Cr Midgley submitted the following questions on notice:
12.2

Electric Vehicle Charging at Kingston Park

Is Traders in Purple aware of the Kingborough EV Transition report December 2019 and the
research presented on Electric Vehicle charging potential at Kingston Park? If no – could we please
show the report and discuss with them the community appetite for EV charging stations. Did
Traders in Purple discuss implementing EV charging stations as part of the development in
Kingston Park?
Officer’s Response:
Traders in Purple would not be aware of these reports, but they can be provided with this
information. The potential for an electric vehicle charging station within the future private
development has been discussed with Traders in Purple on a number of occasions. This would
most likely be part of the future public parking facility. There is also the option of a charging station
being included somewhere else within the precinct.
Tony Ferrier, Deputy General Manager
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Landscaping for Planning Applications

1

Do we provide Landscaping Guidelines for planning applications? Eg the Guidelines could
include native plant information, water wise garden, planting for climate change, screening
plants and examples of landscaping plans. If no, have we thought about developing a
document like this?

2

Do we have guidelines or factsheets regarding the benefits of landscaping to developers?

Officer’s Response:
1

Currently we do not have a landscape guide available for planning applications.

2

A landscape guide will be included as one of the new fact sheets prepared as part of
addressing the 19 recommendations adopted by Council following the recent Planning
Review.
Tasha Tyler-Moore, Manager Development Services

12.4

Stormwater Levy

Please explain the process for utilisation of funds from the Storm Water Levy?
Officer’s Response:
Council, like many other Councils in southern Tasmania introduced a Stormwater Levy some years
ago to address a municipal wide challenge.
If not properly managed and upgraded, stormwater system discharges can result in damage by
flooding trough private property, over roadways and land adjacent to major waterways.
As well as flood damage, stormwater flows in medium to severe rainfall events can cause significant
degradation of natural waterways by increasing rates of erosion and are a major cause of pollution
in the River Derwent and D’Entrcasteaux Channel.
Typical works by Council in natural waterways include installation and upgrade of culverts and
piped systems including associated works.
Installation of a culvert under a rural road will often cost between $50,000 and $200,000.
Stormwater pipes can cost anywhere between $325 and $1200/meter to install, depending on size
and location.
The cost of an urban stormwater project could vary from $150,000 to $750,000 depending on the
catchment size, the length of the project and the amount of upgrade required.
The funds raised annually by the levy ensure vital stormwater projects can proceed and will over
many years enable Council to carry out upgrades of the system to meet current design standards.
Gary Arnold, General Manager
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Budget Consultation Process

In regards to the consultation process for the budget, could I please have an explanation of how
we consult with the community and how they make a submission to the budget.
Officer’s Response:
Once Council has landed on a draft budget we will put the draft out for community consultation for
a period of 30 days. During this period any member of the community can make a submission in
writing to Council. Council officers are available during this period to answer any questions
community members may have relating to the draft budget. Communication about making
submissions on the draft budget will be in accordance with Council’s Communications and
Engagement Framework.
Gary Arnold, General Manager

OPEN SESSION ADJOURNS
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PLANNING AUTHORITY IN SESSION
Planning Authority commences at

13

OFFICERS REPORTS TO PLANNING AUTHORITY

File Number:

17.170

Author:

Elizabeth Burrows, Administration Officer - Planning

13.1

DELEGATED AUTHORITY FOR THE PERIOD 12 FEBRUARY 2020 TO 25 FEBRUARY
2020

The following are matters that have received delegated approval from the Manager Development
Services for the period 12 February 2020 to 25 February 2020.
DEVELOPMENT APPLICATIONS FOR DISCRETIONARY DEVELOPMENT/USE
DA-2019-580

Design East
269 Tinderbox Road
TINDERBOX

Alterations and ancillary dwelling

DA-2019-617

Rainbow Building Solutions
6 Derwent Avenue
MARGATE

Outbuilding (garage)

DA-2019-638

Mr G J Hills
76 Sandfly Road
MARGATE

Outbuilding (shed) and driveway

DA-2019-662

Mr A D Pafitis
40 Wootten Drive
BONNET HILL

Extension to dwelling

Da-2019-664

Mr D Cantwell
250 Allens Rivulet Road
ALLENS RIVULET

Ancillary dwelling and associated
wastewater system

DA-2019-692

Wilson Homes Tasmania P/L
11 Homestead Place
KINGSTON

Dwelling

DA-2019-714

G J Gardner Homes Hobart West
30 Turquoise Way
KINGSTON

Dwelling

DA-2019-722

P & J Sheds
57 Cliff View Drive
ALLENS RIVULET

Outbuildings (two sheds)

DA-2020-7

Wilson Homes Tasmania P/l
22 Rodway Court
KINGSTON

Dwelling

DA-2020-12

SJM Property Developments P/L
37 Hollyhock Drive
KINGSTON

Dwelling
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DA-2020-17

Mr J W Smith
Lot 2/3261 Bruny Island Main
Road
SOUTH BRUNY

10 March 2020

Change of use from residential to visitor
accommodation

DEVELOPMENT APPLICATIONS FOR SUBDIVISION/SEALED PLAN AMENDMENTS
SPA-2020-1

DAS-2019-6

DAS-2019-40

Lark & Creese
6 Rivington Close
CONINGHAM
PDA Surveyors
70 Channel Highway and 2,4 & 6
Breeza Court
KINGSTON

Amend the sealed plan to delete the
building envelope for Lot 2

PDA Surveyors
59 & 73 Tyndall Road
BONNET HILL

Boundary adjustment and subdivision of
three lots

Subdivision of fifteen lots and balance

DEVELOPMENT APPLICATIONS FOR STRATA DEVELOPMENT SCHEME
STR-2020-1

Leary & Cox P/L
21 Turquoise Way
KINGSTON

Strata plan – units 1-8

DEVELOPMENT APPLICATIONS FOR NO PERMIT REQUIRED
DA-2019-572

Mr A F Williams
12 Avalon Court
MARGATE

Outbuilding (shed)

DA-2020-49

Dock4 P/
120 Old Station Road
LOWER SNUG

Additions and alterations to an existing
dwelling

DA-2020-57

Great Bay Construction
53 Turquoise Way
KINGSTON

Dwelling

DA-2020-58

Mr R D Pearce
12 Beach Road
MARGATE

Outbuilding (shed)

RECOMMENDATION
That the report be noted.

PLANNING AUTHORITY SESSION ADJOURNS
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OPEN SESSION RESUMES
Open Sessions resumes at

14

NOTICES OF MOTION

The following Notice of Motion was submitted by Cr Midgley
14.1

Community Grant Program and Policy Review

RECOMMENDATION
The review to consider:
Quick response grants, arts and or sustainability focused grants, venue support grants, guidelines
governing matched funding (eg does this prevent some community groups from applying), Our Say
consultation to seek community feedback to the grant program, scoping of other local government
community grant programs for best practice, grant assessment panel members (consideration of
community representative and or a Councillor), community grant information sessions, other
matters identified by staff.
Background
The Kingborough Council Community Grant policy was endorsed late last year for a one-year
period. The motion intended for a review of the grant program to be conducted.
Council has supported many community groups and organisations to conduct and provide activities
and events to the community via community grants. The grants have also provided support towards
equipment to many local community groups and organisations.
The motion seeks to review that what we are currently providing meets the needs of our growing
community, to provide opportunity for community input as part of the review and reflection of other
local government grant processes.
In 2015, the allocation for Community Grants was $60,000 per annum. This was reduced in
2018/19 to $50,000 per annum.
The review will provide opportunity to reflect that the grant program meets community needs and
aspirations, that the criteria is inclusive and funding is accessible to a wide variety of community
groups, and organisations within Kingborough.
Officer’s Response
The Kingborough Community Grant Policy is due for review in November 2020. All of the matters
raised in this Notice of Motion can be included as part of the review process.
Daniel Smee, Executive Manager Governance & Community Services

15

PETITIONS STILL BEING ACTIONED

There are no petitions still being actioned.

16

PETITIONS RECEIVED IN LAST PERIOD

At the time the Agenda was compiled no Petitions had been received.
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OFFICERS REPORTS TO COUNCIL

17.1

PLAY SPACE AND PLAYGROUND STRATEGY

10 March 2020

File Number:

20.115

Author:

Paul Donnelly, Urban Designer

Authoriser:

Daniel Smee, Executive Manager Governance & Community Services

Strategic Plan Reference
Key Priority Area:

1

Encourage and support a safe, healthy and connected community.

Strategic Outcome:

1.5

An active and healthy community, with vibrant, clean local areas that
provide social, recreational and economic opportunities.

1.

PURPOSE
1.1

2.

3.

The purpose of this report is to recommend the ‘Kingborough Play Space and
Playground Strategy 2020 – 2025 (v. 2.3)’ to Councillors for endorsement.

BACKGROUND
2.1

The ‘Kingborough Play Space and Playground Strategy 2020-2025’ (the Strategy) aims
to provide Council with a clear and solid foundation upon which to manage and develop
the suite of play spaces across the Municipality.

2.2

The Strategy:
•

Outlines the benefits of play in relation to childhood development;

•

Recognises the link between play, active lifestyles, social interaction, community
development and positive public health outcomes;

•

Supports financial investment in play spaces as a driver of economic
development within Kingborough;

•

Sets an appropriate, yet realistic, benchmark for the provision of play spaces and
playgrounds within Kingborough, and;

•

Aims to provide appropriate flexibility regarding funding and scheduling of works
covered by the Strategy.

STATUTORY REQUIREMENTS
3.1

The Strategy sits within, and is designed to complement, a broader legislative
framework that applies to playgrounds, including:
•

The Disability Discrimination Act 1992, and;

•

Various Australian Standards.
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4.

5.

6.

DISCUSSION
4.1

The Strategy is structured to allow Council to respond to the unique challenges,
constraints, and opportunities at each play space (as funding priorities and Community
expectations change and develop over time).

4.2

The Strategy is an aspirational document and aims to set an agreed benchmark
regarding the provision of play space infrastructure and services. This is supported by
a classification system (refer to Chapter 4 of the Strategy) and framework (refer to
Appendix 2 of the Strategy).

4.3

The Guiding Principles (refer to Chapter 5 of the Strategy) form the basis of the
classification system and framework.

4.4

The clarity provided by the Strategy will facilitate informed and focused dialogue with
stakeholders regarding the management and development of Kingborough’s suite of
play spaces.

FINANCE
5.1

Funding allocations for playgrounds (including site-specific capital works, general
maintenance, scheduled upgrades, etc.) are to be made in accordance with the
Strategy.

5.2

The Strategy is flexible with respect to funding allocation. This allows the Strategy to
remain relevant in line with Council’s capacity to invest in playgrounds (over time).

ENVIRONMENT
6.1

7.

10 March 2020

The Strategy allows designers and decision makers to work in accordance with the
Kingborough Council Strategic Plan 2020 – 2025’ on a site-by-site basis, including the
following outcomes (with respect to play space and playground design and
development):
•

Strategic Outcome 1.4: “… climate change…” (taken to mean environmentally
sustainable development);

•

Strategic outcome 3.1: “… values and prioritises its natural environment, whilst
encouraging investment and economic growth.” (taken to mean locating and
designing play spaces sensitively to preserve natural values);

•

Strategic outcome 3.2: “… a well-developed sense of natural and cultural
heritage.” (taken to mean co-locating play spaces adjacent to natural areas,
where appropriate); and

•

Strategic Outcome 3.3 “Council is able to demonstrate strong environmental…
leadership” (taken to mean best practice environmentally sustainable
development).

COMMUNICATION AND CONSULTATION
7.1

The Strategy has been distributed for internal feedback, Councillor feedback and
community consultation (public comment).

7.2

The first draft of the Strategy was workshopped with Councillors on Monday, 18
November 2019. This workshop included a detailed presentation by the Urban Design
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Officer in relation to the layout, content, intention, aims, and actions contained within
the document.

8.

9.

7.3

The draft Strategy was released for public comment on Tuesday, 19 November 2019,
incorporating internal stakeholder and Councillor feedback. Members of the public were
invited to review the Strategy and provide feedback by completing a short online survey
on Council’s OurSay page. The survey was advertised in local print media, on Council’s
website, and on Council’s Facebook page.

7.4

The results of the OurSay survey were as follows:
•

Sixty-five (65) completed submissions were received;

•

Ninety-five per cent (95%) agree Kingborough needs a strategy for play spaces;

•

Eighty-three per cent (83%) ‘strongly support’ or ‘support’ the Strategy; and

•

Eighty-eight per cent (88%) of submissions were received from regular users of
play spaces in Kingborough.

7.5

The public consultation survey also provided opportunities for respondents to record
general comments and make suggestions. General comments and suggestions have
been reviewed, recorded, and incorporated into the Strategy, as appropriate. This
information remains available for officers to refer to as required.

7.6

A second workshop with Councillors was held on Monday, 3 February 2020. The Urban
Design Officer presented results of the public consultation activity to Councillors.

7.7

A draft of the Strategy was distributed to the Kingborough Access Advisory Committee
for review and comment. The Urban Design Officer presented the Strategy to the
Committee on Wednesday, 12 February 2020. Committee members provided detailed
verbal feedback. The Strategy has been amended in accordance with the Committee’s
feedback.

7.8

The final version of the Strategy incorporates feedback received throughout the
activities outlined above.

7.9

If endorsed, the Strategy will be uploaded to Council’s webpage, where it will be publicly
available for viewing and download.

RISK
8.1

The strategy has been designed and developed to complement statutory requirements,
playground design and safety standards, and the ‘Kingborough Council Strategic Plan
2020 – 2025’.

8.2

The Strategy outlines a benchmark for playground design and implementation in line
with contemporary design approaches and community expectations.

8.3

For these reasons, risk to Council resulting from endorsement of the Strategy is
considered to be low.

CONCLUSION
9.1

The Kingborough Play Space and Playground Strategy 2020-2025 is designed to
complement relevant statutory requirements, playground design and safety standards,
and the ‘Kingborough Council Strategic Plan 2020-2025’.
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9.2

A thorough process of internal and external stakeholder consultation, including
community consultation, has been undertaken. Feedback received as a result of these
activities has been incorporated into the final draft of the Strategy.

9.3

It is recommended that Council endorse the Strategy.

RECOMMENDATION
That Council endorse the ‘Kingborough Play Space and Playground Strategy 2020 – 2025’.

ATTACHMENTS
1.

Kingborough Play Space and Playground Strategy 2020-2025
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ASSESSMENT PROCEDURE AND DECISION CRITERIA FOR TREE REMOVAL ON
PRIVATE LAND

File Number:

12.66

Author:

Liz Quinn, NRM Coordinator

Authoriser:

Jon Doole, Manager Environmental Services

Strategic Plan Reference
Key Priority Area:

3

Strategic Outcome:

3.3

1.

PURPOSE
1.1

2.

Sustaining the natural environment whilst facilitating development for
our future.
Council is able to demonstrate strong environmental stewardship and
leadership.

The purpose of this report is to present the key outcomes and recommendations of an
internal review of the assessment of applications to remove trees on private land under
the Health and Environmental Service By-law 3 of 2011.

BACKGROUND
2.1

The removal of trees on private land is regulated by the Health and Environmental
Services By-law No.3 of 2011 (the by-law).

2.2

The existing by-law provision exists as there are gaps in the regulatory framework (such
as the planning scheme being either unable or too onerous a mechanism to protect
individual trees outside a development proposal).

2.3

The intent of the regulation is to assess the removal of trees which may be of
conservation, cultural, aesthetic and/or historical significance. The by-law does not
require a permit for the removal of all trees. To this end it only applies to the lopping,
damaging or removing of:
•

Native Tasmanian trees that have a circumference greater than 80cm (at 1.5m
from ground level)

•

Trees listed on the Significant Tree Register

•

Trees protected by a covenant or Part 5 Agreement on the property title.

2.4

The application process under the by-law is simple, efficient and free to minimise the
impact on landowners. It involves an application form, a desktop review, site visit and
assessment. A permit is generated for approved applications.

2.5

In 2013 Council endorsed a standardised assessment procedure and decision criteria.
This document provides the framework for how each application is assessed and
ensures consistency and transparency in decision making.

2.6

The endorsed procedure guides the assessment to ensure that trees that do not meet
the criteria for high conservation value or other protected values are generally approved
if the landowner concerns are confirmed.
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2.7

Where landowner concerns about a tree are not confirmed by the site visit and the trees
are significant, further information may be requested to ensure a technical expert
assesses the risk the tree poses to occupied infrastructure. The type of advice that is
requested relates to the landowner concerns and may be requested from a certified
arborist, a bushfire practitioner or a building surveyor etc. The framework has been
designed to acknowledge risk and has flexibility built in to allow for a tailored approach
to each situation. Experience has shown this is an effective approach.

2.8

All trees that are within 5m of occupied infrastructure currently receive an automatic
approval, regardless of tree health or significance. Biodiversity offsets are still applied
to these trees if they fit the criteria for a high conservation value tree (defined in the bylaw and the Biodiversity Offset Policy (6.10).

2.9

Whilst the management of trees can be a highly emotive issue, it is critical that Council
uses data and evidence to guide decision making and to set criteria. The statistics in
Australia tell us that there is almost no lower risk that you face than a tree (or a branch)
falling on you.

2.10 Over the last ten years the majority of applications to remove trees under the by-law
have been approved. Data from the last six months of tree assessments (Table 1)
illustrates the general trends in tree assessment outcomes. Even with many trees being
approved for removal, the interactions and information that is shared between staff and
landowners during the site assessments including tree health, wildlife, bushfire risk and
other regulations can be highly beneficial.
Application
Result

Proportion

Details

Exempt

7.22%

These include non-Tasmanian native trees and
native trees under 80cm.

Approved

41.24%

Not all trees within these applications (those that
involved multiple trees) may have been
approved.

Conditionally
Approved

31.96%

Includes applications that involved requiring
biodiversity offsets or works by suitably qualified
arborists. Not all trees within these applications
(those that involved multiple trees) may have
been approved.

Refused

9.28%

These included applications for healthy and high
conservation value native trees where landowner
concerns were not found to be justified.

Further
Information
Request

10.31%

These applications usually required further
information regarding a tree’s health (suitably
qualified arborist) or bushfire risk (accredited
bushfire practitioner).

Table 1. Results of tree applications assessed under the Health and Environmental Services
By-law between August 2019 and January 2020.
2.11 A Service Delivery Review to review the various tree management related activities
within Council was completed in October 2016. One of the outcomes of this review
was to commence a review of the tree provisions in the by-law and the associated
processes and procedures. This has now been completed.
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STATUTORY REQUIREMENTS
3.1

The ability to regulate tree removal on private land is based within both the Health and
Environmental Services By-law No.3 of 2011 Part 7 and the Kingborough Interim
Planning Scheme 2015. The planning scheme is relevant when proposed tree removal
is related to a development or works (as defined by the scheme) and/or the tree removal
is within an area of bushland (a vegetation community). The by-law is used when the
tree removal is not related to development. The planning scheme currently applies
similar criteria and procedures as the by-law but in a development application context.

3.1

The Neighbourhood Disputes About Plants Bill 2017 established a scheme for the
resolution of neighbourhood disputes relating to plants. A landowner may have redress
under the scheme where branches overhang a boundary or where a plant is causing,
or is likely within 12 months to cause, serious injury to a person or damage to the
affected land or property on the land or ongoing and unreasonable interference with
the use and enjoyment of the land (views and sunlight). The Bill does not apply to
Council land and does not limit the operation and requirement for a permit to remove
or lop under Council’s Health and Environmental Services By-law No.3 of 2011.

3.2

Trees listed on Council’s Significant Tree Register are protected by both the Health and
Environmental Services By-law No.3 of 2011 and the Kingborough Interim Planning
Scheme 2015. Applications to remove or significantly lop a registered tree are generally
processed through the by-law.

3.3

An application for the removal of threatened vegetation communities or trees that are
listed as threatened species may also trigger the Tasmanian Threatened Species
Protection Act 1995 and/or the Environment Protection and Biodiversity Conservation
Act 1999.

DISCUSSION
4.1

The protection of native trees on private land is commonly administered at the local
government level. Council has been regulating in this space for many decades. Whilst
it is broadly acknowledged that trees are greatly valued by most people, the role that
Council plays in protecting these trees is sometimes questioned where there is a
conflict of values.

4.2

Trees are living assets and a valued component of our quality of life. They provide
native habitat, landscape and visual amenity, public health and air quality, catchment
and water quality, shade and cooling. The natural vegetation that exists within and
surrounding the settlements in Kingborough is a strong feature of this municipality and
a major contributor to the character of the area – which includes a reason why many
people choose to live where they do. These trees are largely located on private land.
The case can therefore be made that these types of values are important and that there
is a reasonable community expectation for Council to be involved.

4.3

Council’s involvement in regulating trees on private land is based on an objective
process in order to accommodate a variety of community views and values. The
apparent randomness of tree failure and wildfire for some residents can lead them to
feel unsafe around healthy trees. This fear of the unknown can give rise to strong
emotions and a desire to control the perceived risk by removing trees. The most
common concerns raised about large trees close to residences are bushfire risk, falling
limbs, shading, blocked views, damage to underground infrastructure and future
development constraints.
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4.4

It was determined that any proposed amendments to the wording of Part 7 of the bylaw were not urgent and could occur as part of the broader by-law review (scheduled
for 2020-21). One key change is proposed to the Assessment Procedure and Decision
Criteria document. A number of small administrative changes to ensure consistency
with the planning scheme and other standards are also proposed.

4.5

The current assessment procedure considers the landowners concerns and a range of
other variables including tree age, health and size. Most of the tension between
landowners and the regulation occurs in the area adjacent to the home, car parking
areas and sheds. Given this, the review recommends increasing the size of the area
from occupied infrastructure where an automatic approval is granted. It is proposed
that this increase from 5 metres to within 10 metres of a home or regularly occupied
building that an application to remove trees is automatically approved. This change will
waive any requirement for an arborist report for those applications, which can cost
around $300 for an urban tree, as all trees will be approved regardless of their health.

4.6

This change will not act as an exemption as biodiversity offsets will continue to be
applied for the loss of trees of high conservation value as per the Biodiversity Offset
Policy (6.10). Whilst a tree may present an unacceptable risk and be approved for
removal, there is still a loss of value in terms of wildlife habitat, whether it be the loss
of a food source or a nesting opportunity in a tree hollow. A tree in decline that may be
a risk to humans, is even more likely to provide habitat hollows. Through a financial
contribution these values can be protected and restored on another site through the
use of nest boxes, tree planting and new conservation reserves. The by-law allows the
flexibility to ensure the offset requirement does not contribute to financial hardship.
Offsets are negotiated on a case by case basis with the landowner and can involve tree
planting on the property if this is preferred and suitable.

4.7

Several other minor changes to the Assessment Procedure are proposed. These
include:
•

Update the definition and qualification requirements of arborists to the industry
standard

•

Update the further information required regarding advice on bushfire risk to be
consistent with the Kingborough Interim Planning Scheme

•

Update the decision criteria for bushfire risk of individual trees (where a house is
not BAL rated) to include clearing standards advised by the Tasmanian Fire
Service

•

Include the VALID tree risk-benefit methodology ‘Obvious Tree Risk Features’
guide as a key reference tool for assessors

•

Provide clearer guidelines for the assessment of trees adjacent to existing
boundary fences. Reference the Boundary Fences Act and state how it relates
to the by-law

•

Provide a guideline for the assessment of applications where trees may damage
built heritage (e.g. cemetery)

•

Add clarification to assist the decision for when an application is assessed by the
by-law and not the planning scheme.
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•

4.8

5.

7.

8.

An important part of regulating native tree removal is Council’s role in improving public
awareness about the value of trees, including isolated or dead trees and their value
within more diverse vegetation communities. This type of information is consistently
provided to schools and at public events by Council. Staff plan to deliver a number of
‘Talk trees’ sessions in local communities following a successful event in Adventure
Bay in January. These free sessions provide an opportunity for staff to invite locals
along to chat with an arborist about the values of large trees, management options for
landholders and the permit system for the removal of native trees.

The review was undertaken in-house and no costs have been incurred other than staff
time.

ENVIRONMENT
6.1

The proposed changes to the assessment procedure for tree removal on private land
are likely to lead to an increase in the removal of Tasmanian native trees that are close
to homes and other occupied infrastructure. It is difficult to quantify the rate of increased
tree removal. This additional tree removal may result in the loss of a range of
conservation values including wildlife habitat and also other environmental benefits of
trees such as cooling, slowing and reducing stormwater flows and acting as carbon
sinks and producers of oxygen.

6.2

Biodiversity offsets will still be applied to high conservation trees that fall within the
proposed automatic approval criteria. These offsets may be financial and contribute to
the outcomes of the Kingborough Environmental Fund or be direct and involve
revegetation on the property.

COMMUNICATION AND CONSULTATION
7.1

The review of Part 7 of the Health and Environmental Services By-law 2011 and the
associated assessment procedures has largely been internal. The review has been
informed by the general written and verbal communication received from residents
relating to tree regulation over the last few years. Input has also been provided by local
arborists and tree contractors.

7.2

The updated Assessment Procedure and associated information sheet will be placed
on Council’s website after Council approval.

RISK
8.1

9.

Tree lopping will be exempt where pruning is in accordance with the Australian
Standard Pruning Amenity Trees (AS 4373-1996/2007) by a practitioner with a
minimum certificate 3 in arboriculture or equivalent.

FINANCE
5.1

6.

10 March 2020

The proposed changes are aimed at reducing Council’s risks in relation to liability and
public perception. The knowledge that landowners will receive an automatic approval
to remove a tree that is within 10m of their home irrespective of its value and health will
further reduce the risk of a tree failure impacting on people or property.

CONCLUSION
9.1

An internal review of Part 7 of the Health and Environmental Services By-law 2011 and
the associated Assessment Procedures and Decision Criteria document has found that:
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•

Amendments to the by-law wording are not urgent and can be updated as part of
the broader by-law review process

•

The Assessment Procedure be amended to increase the distance from occupied
infrastructure from 5 metres to 10 metres to be the area where trees receive an
automatic approval.

•

A number of minor administrative amendments be made to the Assessment
Procedure to ensure consistency with relevant documents and standards.

RECOMMENDATION
That the changes as outlined in this report are approved and implemented.

ATTACHMENTS
Nil
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COMPOSTABLE DOG POO BAGS

File Number:

24.4

Author:

David Reeve, Executive Manager Engineering Services

Authoriser:

Gary Arnold, General Manager

Strategic Plan Reference
Key Priority Area:

3

Strategic Outcome:

3.3

1.

PURPOSE
1.1

2.

A petition containing 194 signatures was tabled at the 11 February 2020 Council
meeting requesting that Council investigate the costs and benefits of introducing
compostable dog poo bags.

STATUTORY REQUIREMENTS
3.1

4.

This report is in response to a petition requesting that Council consider the
implementation of compostable dog poo bags.

BACKGROUND
2.1

3.

Sustaining the natural environment whilst facilitating development for
our future.
Council is able to demonstrate strong environmental stewardship and
leadership.

There are no statutory requirements to consider for this report.

DISCUSSION
4.1

Council currently has a contract for collection of waste from public place bins, including
dog waste dispensers.

4.2

The contractor is required to supply biodegradable dog bags to each dispenser.
Biodegradable bags are generally manufactured with an additive (eg micro-organisms)
that allows them to break down into smaller pieces of plastic over time. If not disposed
of properly this can break down further into micro plastics and can be damaging to the
eco-system.

4.3

Compostable bags are made from plant based materials such as corn starch and wheat
and are suitable for composting.

4.4

Compostable bags do provide a benefit if used in a composting process, however, they
are of limited benefit when landfilled and perform similarly to biodegradable bags in
terms of the type and quantity of green house gases emitted. This is to do with the
function of landfill not the bag type.

4.5

Currently our dog poo bags are collected and landfilled.

4.6

There are instances of dog bags being dumped, particularly on some of the high use
tracks and in these areas compostable bags would provide an environmental benefit.
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4.7

5.

6.

7.

5.1

The cost of supplying the current dog poo bags is part of the existing collection contract
for public place bins.

5.2

To supply compostable bags would involve Council negotiating with the contractor and
covering the difference in price.

ENVIRONMENT
6.1

Compostable dog bags are a better alternative for the environment, particularly the
marine environment. However, once landfilled they behave similarly to biodegradable
bags.

6.2

If Council was to implement a food organics collection service in the future with
downstream composting it may be possible to include the dog bag collection service
within this process allowing these to be composted for re-use.

COMMUNICATION AND CONSULTATION

10.

Council will respond directly with the petitioners as to the outcome of the report.

RISK
8.1

9.

The current use of dog bags per week is estimated to be 19000 across the municipality.
Over a year biodegradable bags cost about $20K and to change to compostable bags
is estimated to be an additional $20K.

FINANCE

7.1
8.

10 March 2020

There are no particular risks associated with this matter.

CONCLUSION
9.1

There are environmental benefits associated with moving to compostable dog poo bags
but these benefits are limited while the majority of dog bags are going to landfill.

9.2

If Council was to decide to undertake food organic collections with downstream
composting then the benefits would be more pronounced in including compostable dog
poo bags as part of the process.

9.3

There is a significant increased annual cost in providing compostable dog poo bags.

9.4

Moving to a compostable product would show improved environmental stewardship by
Council.

RECOMMENDATION
That Council consider the implementation of compostable dog poo bags as part of the
2020/21 budget deliberations.

ATTACHMENTS
Nil
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NO SPRAY REGISTER

File Number:

12.232

Author:

Anthony Verdouw, Executive Officer Engineering Services

Authoriser:

David Reeve, Executive Manager Engineering Services

Strategic Plan Reference
Key Priority Area:
Strategic Outcome:

1.

3.

5.

2.1

In 2014 Council endorsed Policy 5.10 No Spray Register, the policy was then reviewed
and reapproved by Council in 2016.

2.2

The policy is again due for review.

STATUTORY REQUIREMENTS
No Spray permits are issued to applicants in accordance with Clause 13 of Council’s
Roads, Parking and Stormwater By-Law.

DISCUSSION
4.1

The No Spray Register Policy has been in place for a period of five years and is
achieving its desired objective of providing residents with a mechanism to request that
their road reservation and/or Council land adjoining their property not be sprayed with
chemical herbicides.

4.2

The existing policy has been reviewed and is up to date from a legislative and
procedural perspective.

4.3

As the policy refers to operational matters, Officers recommend the policy be rescinded
and filed as an internal administrative guideline, with the no spray application process
to be ongoing with no changes.

4.4

To complement the internal procedure, no spray register application forms and
information will be provided for residents on the Council website.

FINANCE
5.1

6.

The purpose of this report is to request that Policy 5.10 No Spray Register be rescinded
and filed as an internal administrative policy.

BACKGROUND

3.1
4.

Deliver quality infrastructure and services.
Service provision meets the current and future requirements of
residents and visitors.

PURPOSE
1.1

2.

2
2.1

There are no financial implications associated with the review of this policy.

ENVIRONMENT
6.1

The policy indicates that management of the ‘no spray zone’ shall be in accordance
with the Tasmanian Code of Practice for Spraying in Public Places (2004).
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7.

8.

COMMUNICATION AND CONSULTATION
7.1

Information about the no spray register and application forms will be made available to
the public via Council’s website.

7.2

Council will also continue to advertise annually, inviting applications from residents to
be considered for the no spray register.

RISK
8.1

9.

10.

10 March 2020

No risks to Council are identified in relation to this matter.

CONCLUSION
9.1

Council’s position is that are No Spray register is kept and implemented which has been
occurring, however it has been misnamed as Council policy and is in fact a procedure
that allows Council’s officers to act upon the Council position.

9.2

Changing this to an internal procedure will have no effect on how it is used,
communicated or on the power to enact any provisions within the procedure.

9.3

Council’s No Spray Register Policy has been reviewed and is not intended to be
changed in wording.

9.4

To complement the internal procedure, no spray register information and application
forms will continue to be provided for residents on the Council website.

RECOMMENDATION
That Council rescind Policy 5.10 No Spray Register and that it be filed unchanged as an
internal administrative procedure.

ATTACHMENTS
1.

Policy 5.10 - No Spray Register
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INFORMATION REPORTS

RECOMMENDATION
That the following information reports be noted:
1.

General Manager's Diary for the period 3 February 2020 to 28 February 2020.

2.

Current and Ongoing Minute Resolutions.

3.

Kingborough Waste Services Bi-Monthly Report.

4.

Environmental Services Quarterly Activities.
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GENERAL MANAGER'S DIARY FOR THE PERIOD 3 FEBRUARY 2020 TO
28 FEBRUARY 2020

In company with the Mayor, met with representatives of TasWater
3 February
Attended Council workshop
4 February

Attended Kingston Congestion Package Working Group meeting

5 February

In company with the Mayor, met with the State Director of the Department of
Foreign Affairs and Trade

11 February

Attended Council meeting

12 February

Attended LG Professional Board Meeting

14 February

Attended Hobart City Deal Implementation Board meeting

17 February

Attended Council workshop

18 February

In company with the Mayor, attended Greater Hobart Mayor’s Forum
Met with Mr Rob Crosthwaite to discuss development matters

20 February
Met with representatives of PlanBuild Tasmania
In company with the Mayor, met with representatives of Cricket Tasmania
21 February
Met with representatives of John Street Medical Centre
24 February

Attended Council meeting
Attended Derwent Estuary Program Board meeting

25 February
In company with the Mayor, met with Nic Street MP

28 February

Participated in Local Government Act Review Technical Working Group
teleconference
Met with the Department of Planning

Page 76

Ordinary Council Meeting Agenda No. 5

18.2

10 March 2020

CURRENT AND ONGOING MINUTE RESOLUTIONS

CURRENT
Resolution Title
Meeting Date
Minute No.
Status

Electric Vehicles in Council Fleet
24 February 2020
C157/4-2020
In progress

Responsible Officer

Manager Environmental Services

Officers Comments

To be considered as part of budget estimates process

Anticipated Date of Completion

May 2020

STILL BEING ACTIONED
Resolution Title
Meeting Date
Minute No.
Status
Responsible Officer
Officers Comments
Anticipated Date of Completion
Resolution Title
Meeting Date
Minute No.
Status

Free Green Waste Weekends
13 January 2020
C26/1-20
In progress
Executive Manager Engineering Services
Report being prepared for submission to Council
April 2020
Climate Change Resourcing
13 January 2020
C29/1-20
In progress

Responsible Officer

Manager Environmental Services

Officers Comments

To be considered as part of budget estimates process

Anticipated Date of Completion
Resolution Title
Meeting Date
Minute No.

May 2020
Paid Parking Within Central Kingston
13 January 2020
C30/1-20

Status
Responsible Officer

In progress
Deputy General Manager

Officers Comments

Council is liaising with the State government on the upgrade
of the Huntingfield park and ride as a more suitable venue for
Hobart commuters

Anticipated Date of Completion

December 2020
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Customer Service Charter
13 January 2020
C32/1-20
In progress

Responsible Officer

Executive Manager Information Services

Officers Comments

Report to March Council meeting

Anticipated Date of Completion
Resolution Title
Meeting Date
Minute No.
Status

March 2020
Revised Footpath
Vending) Policy

Trading

(On-Street

Dining

and

13 January 2020
C33/1-20
In progress

Responsible Officer

Executive Manager Engineering Services

Officers Comments

Draft updated policy submitted to the Access Advisory
Committee

Anticipated Date of Completion
Resolution Title
Meeting Date
Minute No.
Status

May 2020
Sister City Relationship
28 January 2020
C82/2-20
In progress

Responsible Officer

Executive Manager Governance & Community Services

Officers Comments

Report to be prepared

Anticipated Date of Completion
Resolution Title
Meeting Date
Minute No.
Status

March 2020
Boat Shed Leases – Nebraska Beach, Dennes Point
28 January 2020
C84/2-20
In progress

Responsible Officer

Executive Manager Governance & Community Services

Officers Comments

Intent to lease advertised.

Anticipated Date of Completion
Resolution Title
Meeting Date
Minute No.

April 2020
Kingborough Youth Arts Prize
11 November 2019
C723/22-19

Status
Responsible Officer

In progress
Executive Manager Governance & Community Services

Officers Comments

Development of showcase activities underway

Anticipated Date of Completion

September 2020
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Resolution Title

Halls Track Road

Meeting Date

9 December 2019

Minute No.
Status

C793/24-19
In progress

Responsible Officer

Executive Manager Engineering Services

Officers Comments

Investigation and report to be written

Anticipated Date of Completion
Resolution Title
Meeting Date

10 March 2020

March 2020
North Roslyn Avenue
9 December 2019

Minute No.

C795/24-19

Status

In progress

Responsible Officer

Executive Manager Engineering Services

Officers Comments

Submission will be provided to DSG on reducing speed limit
on NRA and other actions investigated and implemented as
stated in report.

Anticipated Date of Completion
Resolution Title
Meeting Date

June 2020
Bruny Island Boat Club Petition
9 December 2019

Minute No.

C797/24-19

Status

In progress

Responsible Officer

Executive Manager Governance & Community Services

Officers Comments

Organisers advised of Council resolution. Lease agreement
to be negotiated.

Anticipated Date of Completion
Resolution Title
Meeting Date

March 2020
Silverwater Park
14 October 2019

Minute No.

C694/20-19

Status

In progress

Responsible Officer

Executive Manager Governance & Community Services

Officers Comments

Consultation process underway

Anticipated Date of Completion
Resolution Title
Meeting Date

March 2020
Recreational Water Quality, Blackmans Bay Beach
14 October 2019

Minute No.

C696/20-19

Status

In progress

Responsible Officer
Officers Comments
Anticipated Date of Completion

Senior Environmental Health Officer
Monitoring and investigation program continuing.
Review subject to ongoing compliant results.
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Resolution Title
Meeting Date
Minute No.
Status

Kingston Park Playground Funding
22 July 2019
C498/15-19
In progress

Responsible Officer

Deputy General Manager

Officers Comments

Loan approval sought from State Government

Anticipated Date of Completion
Resolution Title
Meeting Date
Minute No.
Status

10 March 2020

March 2020
Safer Routes to School Taroona
24 June 2019
C427/13-19
Ongoing

Responsible Officer

Executive Manager Engineering Services

Officers Comments

Will undertake additional traffic counts and other actions as
listed in report

Anticipated Date of Completion
Resolution Title
Meeting Date
Minute No.

June 2020
Information & Communications Technology Review
27 May 2019
C364/10-19

Status
Responsible Officer

In progress
Executive Manager Information Services

Officers Comments

Funding source yet to be determined.

Anticipated Date of Completion
Resolution Title
Meeting Date
Minute No.
Status

Unknown
Proposed Transfer of Land Owned by UTAS to Council at
Taroona Beach
25 March 2019
C233/6-19
In progress

Responsible Officer

Executive Manager Governance & Community Services

Officers Comments

Awaiting sub-division by UTAS

Anticipated Date of Completion
Resolution Title
Meeting Date
Minute No.

May 2020
Tassal Community Advisory Group
11 September 2017
C460/20-17

Status
Responsible Officer

In progress
Manager Environmental Services

Officers Comments

Community advisory groups currently exist on the Tasman
Peninsula, Esperance area and Spring Bay on the east coast.
There is not a current a group in the Channel area, however
Tassal have advised that they are considering initiating a
group in this region in the future.

Anticipated Date of Completion

Unknown
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KINGBOROUGH WASTE SERVICES BI-MONTHLY REPORT

File Number:

12.180

Author:

Tony Ferrier, Deputy General Manager

Attached to this information report are the minutes of the Board meeting held on 20 February 2020,
the Chairman’s report, the financial reports up to the end of January 2020 and the Waste
Management Strategy Progress Report.
FINANCE
The Profit and Loss Statement for the year-to-date period up to 31 January 2020 resulted in an
operational surplus of $91,971. This result is $43,599 more than the budgeted surplus of $48,372.

Month
July
August
September
October
November
December
January
February
March
April
May
June
TOTAL

Income
192,082
178,446
188,338
219,330
191,578
220,677
249,651

Expenditure
180,085
209,134
168,314
198,781
175,121
194,901
221,264

Surplus/(Deficit)
2019/20
11,997
(30,689)
20,025
20,549
16,457
25,776
28,388

Actual Result
2018/19
14,722
(24,757)
13,269
22,749
21,373
47,646
50,821

1,440,102

1,348,131

91,971

146,124

The year-to-date budget versus actual results comparison is as follows:
Month in 2019/20
July
August
September
October
November
December
January
February
March
April
May
June
TOTAL

Budget
1,465
(29,786)
9,304
10,864
22,831
20,379
13,315

Actual
11,997
(30,689)
20,025
20,549
16,457
25,776
28,388

Variance
10,532
(903)
10,721
9,685
(6,374)
5,397
15,073

48,372

91,971

43,599
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Variances of note for the 2019/20 year to date include the following:
Item
Income

Positive
Impact

Negative
Impact

$

$

General waste
Green waste

18,300
51,860

Comments

Less waste received than expected.
Much more green waste received than expected.

Timber

5,004

Less timber received than expected.

Tip shop sales

9,749

Sales below budget during these two months, due
mainly to some poor weather.

Metal sales

45,519

Revenue obtained in July and December – note,
no revenue budgeted for this year.

Bruny Island
disposal charges

7,736

More Bruny waste received than expected.

Expenditure

$

$

Salaries

23,435

Additional agency staff employed to
permanent staff taking annual/sick leave.

Transport costs –
Copping

7,580

Relatively minor budgetary difference.

Disposal costs cardboard

4,943

Recycling charges introduced as from January
and so a negative impact for the various recycling
categories will now increase over the rest of the
year.

Green waste
mulching

12,000

cover

Below cost budget estimate based on size of
stockpile.

The fees and charges for waste disposal at the waste transfer stations will be reviewed by Council
for the 2020/21 budget. The KWS Board discussed this at their last meeting and a comparison
was made with other Hobart councils (for Barretta) and Huon Valley (for Bruny). It was noted that
Kingborough’s transport costs are significantly greater than other Hobart based councils (Hobart
and Glenorchy have their own landfills and Clarence is much closer to Copping).
KWS also considered how the excess cash in its Balance Sheet might be transferred to Council,
while still maintaining a positive bottom line. It is proposed that Council provide a holistic financial
report that encompasses all of the waste related financial obligations. This will assist in
understanding what revenue is required in order that waste management might be cost neutral.
WASTE TRANSFER STATION SITE ACTIVITIES
Following a spate of recent break-ins and thefts, increased security measures have been
investigated with a quote obtained for detectors to be installed as part of a new security alarm
system throughout the transfer station. A more comprehensive review will also be undertaken.
There have been metal collections in both December and January (65 and 150 tonnes
respectively). The CMA Eco-cycle program removed 96kg of fluorescent tubes and globes, 151kg
of household batteries and 97kg of X-rays during November. Drum Muster collections are
registered electronically and 50 eligible containers were collected and processed through the
scheme during these two months.
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For the Re-use Shop, November resulted in 2,623 transactions, with sales of $27,636 which is
$5,364 below budget. December resulted in 2,822 transactions, with sales of $30,573, which is
$3,927 below budget. The shop’s performance slipped a little during this period and is now $8,159
below budget and there has been a decrease of $307 compared to the same period 2018/19.

The Bruny Island free green waste weekend was held on 25-26 January 2020. Very little green
waste is taken to Bruny under normal circumstances.
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The following table outlines the waste received up to the end of December 2019 and that which is
transported to Copping and other diversions.

Product
General Waste
Kerbside Waste
Kerbside Recycling
Recyclables (Sawtooth)
Shop Receivables
Green Waste
Timber waste
Car Batteries
X-Ray/Globes/Batteries
Non Ferrous
Oil
Paint
Tyre/Gas
E-waste
TOTAL WASTE RECEIVED (Tonnes)

Tonnes
2734.2
2725.26
1197.22
696.88
216.76
1302.89
56.95
14.60
1.13
17.61
12.60
7.38
2.85
24.18
9,010.5

Product
Transported to Copping
• Kerbside Recycling
• Diverted WTS
• Diverted Metal
• Diverted MRF
• Diverted Glass
• Diverted Shop
• Diverted Green Waste
• Diverted Timber Waste
• Diverted Car Batteries
• Diverted X-Ray/Globes/Batteries
• Diverted Non Ferrous
• Diverted Oil
• Diverted Paint
• Diverted Tyres / Gas Bottles
• Diverted E-waste
Total Diverted
Diverted %

Tonnes
5,109.42
1197.22
350.04
338.15
204.67
154.06
216.76
1302.89
56.95
14.60
1.13
17.61
12.60
7.38
2.85
24.18
3,901.08
43%

A list of the diversion rates (waste diverted from landfill) now being achieved on a month-tomonth basis compared to previous years is as shown in the following table. Note that these
figures now include the diversion of green waste and, since mid-October 2018, they also
include kerbside recycling volumes – hence the increased diversion percentage compared to
previous years.
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Month
July
August
September
October
November
December
January
February
March
April
May
June
TOTAL

2019/20
41%
39%
45%
46%
43%
43%

2018/19 2017/18 2016/17
33.6% 23.70% 15.16%
36.07% 25.92% 19.22%
36.03% 22.03% 22.94%
45.4% 22.84% 24.73%
43.6% 22.62% 21.41%
45.46% 21.01% 27.71%
44.01% 21.32% 22.01%
45.19% 21.49% 24.24%
47.37% 19.42% 24.44%
43.0% 25.84% 25.63%
43.09% 31.12% 19.85%
42.25% 23.9%
22.7%
42.56% 24.21% 22.89%

10 March 2020

2015/16
17.17%
17.20%
23.01%
19.82%
26.32%
19.87%
24.26%
23.22%
23.62%
21.50%
18.41%
24.97%
21.73%

2014/15
22.85%
26.35%
23.04%
25.63%
27.69%
20.54%
22.08%
26.11%
25.18%
23.25%
24.05%
17.86%
23.72%

2013/14
22.04%
23.53%
28.04%
23.85%
25.33%
24.60%
26.29%
30.33%
28.34%
26.36%
25.16%
35.32%
26.60%

STRATEGIC ACTIVITIES
The Board considered the Service Level report. The kerbside collection program is meeting all
KPIs. The mainland public bin collection program is meeting most KPIs – except for some missed
collections, subsequent complaints received and a failure to provide some collection vehicle and
operator records. The Bruny Island public bin program is meeting all KPIs. KWS has conducted
a thorough audit of all public place bins.
The kerbside collection service was expanded in December along Sandfly Road, Margate up to
and including Blackwood Grove – plus along Leslie Road, Leslie Vale up to and including Penola
Drive. The bin strap trial is to be conducted in the Howden area in mid-March 2020. A kerbside
bin audit will also be conducted during March.
New public place recycling bins are to be installed at Kingston Beach (stainless steel bins same as
at Hobart) in late February. A capital budget bid will be required for Council to be able to install
these recycling bins at other locations. There have been continued instances of people dumping
household waste at the public place bins, particularly at Kettering and Gordon – resulting in
increased collections and costs to KWS. Larger bins have been placed at the Kettering ferry
terminal to cater for the café users.
KWS is supporting a number of local community events from a recycling perspective. Bins are
provided and collected. This effort is to cover those other events that would not normally be
supported by Council.
KWS staff are to investigate the opportunities for recycling bins to be installed on Bruny Island.
The initial proposal is to install similar bins proposed for the Kingston Beach foreshore – at
Adventure Bay, Alonnah and Dennes Point. These new bins would be funded from the State
government’s grant for Bruny Island that is to address visitor impacts on local infrastructure. KWS
will also investigate potential ongoing operational issues and costs, noting that it would be a likely
addition to the public place bin contract.
Council has decided to commence a kerbside green waste collection service and KWS is preparing
the necessary implementation arrangements. A community survey was held (closed 16 December
2019) and responses were received from those who want to opt out or opt in to the collection
service. An update was received on progress so far with this survey and a report to Council is due
in March 2020. This information is required for inclusion in the tender specifications, with the
service to commence in July 2020.
KWS is still working with Hobart, Launceston and Glenorchy councils, plus Mornington Park Waste
Transfer Station, in regard to the most efficient means of implementing a kerbside green waste
collection service. Following a joint Expressions of Interest process 9 service providers responded
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with different processing methods. They presented these proposals to council officers during
January and a shortlist will be invited to tender.
COMMUNICATION
Updated information is provided in the Kingborough Chronicle on a monthly basis that provides
information on the services provided at Barretta, re-use shop advertisements and any current
notifications or changes to operating arrangements. Similar information is provided on Council’s
Facebook page. The kerbside green waste collections guide was printed and distributed. There
have also been a number of website updates (eg Frequently Asked Questions). The Home
Composting booklet was printed and distributed during this period. Home composting workshops
were widely advertised.
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ATTACHMENTS
1.

Minutes of the Board meeting held on 20 February 2020
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2.

10 March 2020

Chairman’s report

Kingborough Waste Services Pty Ltd
Chairman’s Report No 51
Issued 26 February 2020

Board Meeting, 20 February 2020

The KWS Board held a scheduled board meeting on Thursday 20 February 2020 at the Council
Chambers, Kingston. KWS attendees were Peter Shelley in his capacity as the Chairman/Director;
Debra Mackeen, Director, Tony Ferrier, Director, David Reeve, Director, Stuart Baldwin (Manager
of KWS), Dean Street (KWS) and Tim Jones (Manage-Finance, Kingborough Council).
Principle Matters
The principle matters discussed/addressed by the Board at the meeting were as follows:
Confirmed the minutes of the previous meeting held on the 27 November 2019.
The Board reviewed the financial reports for KWS for November and December 2019 and for
January 2020.
The combined results for November and December were positive and yielded a profit of
$42.2k some $1.05k lower than forecast. January’s surplus was $26.4 k against a forecast of
$13.3k. KWS now has a YTD surplus at the end of January of $90.0k, up $41.6k on
forecast. Increased revenues of Green Waste income offset reduced revenues in general
waste and re-use shop during the three months under review. Lower incomes in general
waste and re-use shop are attributed to closures for four days during the review period due to
weather conditions. Expenses for the three months were some $21.8k higher than forecast
due largely to labour costs incurred through the utilisation of casual labour whilst employees
were on leave or on workers compensation. Another excellent result for KWS.
The Board reviewed the Operational Report for November and December 2019.
The Board noted that regular break-ins are still of concern and that management are
reviewing the security arrangements for the Barretta site. High levels of accrued annual leave
were discussed. The Manager of KWS will look into staff taking leave and maybe in some
instances insisting on leave being paid out. A further free Green Waste weekend will be
arranged for Bruny Island. This will be publicised and held in conjunction with the next free
Green Waste weekend at Barretta.
The Board reviewed and noted the November and December 2019 Service Level Agreement
report from the Manager KWS. It was noted that the Mainland contractor for public placed bins
had still not been meeting their KPI’s with a number of missed bins and delays in reporting. A
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meeting with KWS management and the contractor has been scheduled to resolve these matters.
Green Waste Kerbside Collection tenders have closed and KWS will provide Council with a
recommendation in March. Investigations continue into a regional FOGO processing facility.
Kerbside bin audits have been scheduled for March 2020.
The Board discussed the accumulated surplus cash position of KWS as indicated in the current
balance sheet for the Company. It was resolved that KWS should in conjunction with Council
establish a policy that permits KWS to operate with appropriate working capital and also
provides for the distribution of surplus funds back to Council. KWS to seek input from Council
CFO in determining such policy.
Barretta and Bruny Island Waste and Recycling Charges for 2020/21. The Board discussed fees
and charges for both sites in preparation for the 2020/21 budgets for KWS. The fees and
charges to be discussed again by the Board out of session enabling final draft budgets to be
prepared and submitted to Council for the May 2020 meeting.
The next Board Meeting of KWS will be on Thursday 16 April 2020 at the Civic Centre
commencing at 9:00am

PC Shelley, Chair, 26 February 2020
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Financial reports up to the end of December 2019
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Waste Management Strategy Progress Report
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ENVIRONMENTAL SERVICES QUARTERLY ACTIVITIES

File Number:

8.218

Author:

Liana Matusek, Administration and Immunisation Officer

Authoriser:

Jon Doole, Manager Environmental Services

1

10 March 2020

ENVIRONMENTAL HEALTH
1.1

Recreational Water Quality
This continues to be a prioritised focus area for Environmental Health Officers (EHOs).
The weekly ‘summer’ sampling program concludes on 31 March 2020. Updates
continue to be reported via social media and on Council’s website. Weekly sampling
will continue after this date at specific Blackmans Bay and Kingston Beach sites. This
will ensure there is a consistent data set in anticipation of a review of the long-term
grading at Blackmans Bay Beach South.

1.2

Immunisations
The coordination of the 2020 School Based Immunisation Program has recently
commenced. This involves nearly 800 students (Grades 7 and 10) and is a significant
administrative and logistical undertaking. Grade 7 students are offered the Diphtheria,
Tetanus and Pertussis (single dose) and Human Papillomavirus (two-dose course)
vaccines. Grade 10 students are offered the Meningococcal ACWY (single dose)
vaccine. The program involves three separate visits to schools; the first round will be
in March. Monthly public clinics, primarily for babies/toddlers, continue to be conducted
at the Kingston Community Health Centre.

1.3

Food Safety – Event Inspections
EHOs have had a presence at recent Kingborough events, undertaking inspections of
onsite food businesses at VeganFest, A Day on the Beach, Middleton Country Fair and
Love Living Locally. EHOs assess each application and work through risk management
principles for the foods and processes with applicants.

1.4

Coronavirus Disease (COVID-19)
Environmental Health are receiving updates from the Department of Health on the
status of preparedness for Coronavirus Disease (COVID-19) and any response. There
is no action required at the local government level at this stage however general
infectious disease control measures and business continuity planning is considered,
monitored and reviewed ongoing.

1.5

Drinking Water Fountains
Water sampling of the six drinking water fountains in public areas has recently been
undertaken. These are located at Kingston Beach (x4), Blackmans Bay playground
and the Burwood Drive playground. This is now an annual program following the more
extensive sampling undertaken as part of the statewide program last year. The primary
parameter of interest is lead (Pb). Three samples were taken at each site. These were
taken at specific times after flushing; 0 sec (immediate), 30 sec and 60 sec. The only
sample exceeding the relevant limit was taken at the 0 sec mark at one site, with the
30 sec and 60 sec samples complying. Permanent signage is erected on all these
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drinking water fountains advising to ‘please run water 30 seconds before use’. All other
samples complied at each of the three stages.
1.6

Public Health Risk Activities
EHOs are currently undertaking the renewal and registration of public health risk
activities (premises and operators) in accordance with the Public Health Act 1997. This
involves a tattooist, cosmetic tattooist and a body piercing premises.

1.7

Private Water Suppliers
EHOs are currently finalising the renewal and registration of private water suppliers in
accordance with the provisions of the Tasmanian Drinking Water Quality Guidelines
2015 issued under the Public Health Act 1997. These are for higher risk
accommodation, education and commercial facilities that utilise water from a nonreticulated source. This has involved both undertaking and/or reviewing sampling and
results and detailed assessments of both sources and processes for specific sites.

2.

NATURAL RESOURCE MANAGEMENT
2.1

Environmental Engagement Program
Road Signage Raises Awareness of Devils
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Roadkill is the second biggest threat to the survival of wild devil populations after Devil
Facial Tumor Disease (DFTD). More than 350 devils are killed on Tasmanian roads
every year, with eighty devils killed in the Huon and Channel area since 2018. Staff
responded with an innovative response to the problem over the Summer holiday
season, using roadside messaging signs to warn locals and tourists to slow down and
be aware of devils. Young Devils (imps) leave their dens for the first time during the
Spring, to start looking for their own territory. This is the time when they are most
vulnerable to being killed on the roads and coincides with a period of high road use.
Permanent signs can be expensive, only target a single location and are largely
ineffective at changing driver behaviour. By using ‘pop up’ signs, Council has the
capacity to respond to the roadkill hotspots each year and this decreases the chance
of drivers becoming blind (overly familiar) with the signs. Council partnered with Huon
Valley Council to place signs south of Snug and on Nicholls Rivulet Road. Officers are
continuing to investigate the use of virtual fencing in the municipality in conjunction with
other conservation measures for the Tasmanian Devil.
Supporting Schools
Council staff supported the first Bush Kinder Program at Margate Primary School during
2019. The school was been granted permission to use part of the Margate Rivulet
Reserve for their trial program and receive visits from Council’s Natural Areas
Interpretation Officer. The trial was a great success with Council receiving the following
comments from the class teacher:
“Thank you so much for joining us today, we really appreciate all the time you gave us
and all of your support to date. The children loved having you join us and hearing your
answers to their questions….I can’t easily express how much the children have enjoyed
exploring the Rivulet site, and the skills and knowledge they have been learning along
the way.”
Browns River Saltmarsh Restoration and Boardwalk Discovery Trail Project
Council has received a grant for $20 000 though the Communities Environment
Program. The focus of the project is to engage the local community in the restoration
management and enjoyment of the Browns River saltmarsh at Kingston Beach. The
grant will support the design and construction of stage 1 of a raised boardwalk and
observation deck that will take people out onto the fragile saltmarsh to learn more about
the birds, plants and water life that call the marsh and broader estuary home. The
discovery trail will include interpretive signage and installations to engage users in the
changes the area will face as the impacts of climate change lead to a higher sea level
and increased frequency and severity of floods and storm surge events at Kingston
Beach. Restoration activities including planting, weeding, rationalisation of informal
tracks and litter removal will provide opportunities for the locals to get involved and
learn about the saltmarsh. The project will be delivered in 2020 in partnership with the
Kingston Beach Coastcare group and local stakeholder groups, schools, naturalists
and the community
Let’s Talk Trees – Adventure Bay
Council’s successful partnership with the Parks and Wildlife Summer Discovery
Rangers on Bruny Island continued over the summer. As part of the partnership,
Council staff organised a special event for Adventure Bay locals to ‘Talk trees’ with a
Council Officer and a qualified arborist. The event provided an opportunity for staff to
talk to locals about the values of large trees, management options for landholders and
the permit system for the removal of native trees. Conversations were assisted by the
presence of the arborist who could offer free technical advice on tree management and
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assist in helping people understand the facts about tree health, life span and
management options. The Discovery Ranger contributed to the event with engaging
interpretation for tourists, children and adults alike.

Taroona Seaside Festival
Council’s NRM team once again attended the Taroona Seaside Festival and provided
free native plants suitable for urban gardens. The focus for the day was responsible cat
ownership and learning about the importance of tree hollows and the natural values of
Taroona.

Cats, plants and wildlife hollows at Taroona Seaside Festival

Middleton Fair
Council NRM staff once again attended the Middleton Fair, running an education stall
which saw hundreds of community members discussing high priority weeds.
Information on how to identify weeds, including the opportunity to see some rarer
specimens, and advice on control methods were readily available to the many who
stopped to talk to Council staff. The significance of tree hollows was also a theme at
this year’s fair as well as the sustainable collection of firewood.
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Natural Areas and Human Health
In November staff participated in a University of Tasmania workshop titled ‘Managing
Urban Landscapes for Biodiversity Conservation and Human Health’. The objective of
the new program is to identify how landscapes in and around Greater Hobart can be
managed to improve both nature conservation and human health and wellbeing
outcomes. This follows a global trend acknowledging a growing area of research that
supports that notion that time in nature has a range of health benefits. Researchers
have expressed interest in carrying out further research in partnership with Council at
local reserves.
2.2

Weed Management
Ragwort Program
This ragwort season has seen the Council weed officers spend 90 hours controlling
ragwort and over 700 flowering plants removed from Council roadsides along with State
Growth roadsides under the Priority Weeds Contract. Eighteen weed notifications for
ragwort have been issued.
Three Requirement Notices were issued under the Tasmanian Weed Management Act
1999 to properties on Bruny Island with significant ragwort infestations in areas where
neighbours are actively controlling the weed. Recent inspections found noncompliance at two properties. This will be documented in an inspection report sent to
each landowner with the possibility of infringement notices being issued for continued
non-compliance.
High Priority Weeds – New Occurrences Identified
Weed Officers have identified new infestations of the following high priority weeds:
•

African feathergrass2.9

•

African lovegrass

•

St. John’s wort

•

Karamu

Earthworks on Channel Highway near Margate had the potential to spread the
infestation of St John’s Wort. State Growth was notified immediately, and the infestation
has since been treated by Council’s Weed Officers as per the contract arrangements
with the department.
A significant infestation of karamu was recently discovered near Gordon initiating in
State Growth road reservation. It is possible that karamu occurs in the wider area and
a survey will be undertaken over the coming months to determine the extent of the
problem and plan a strategic approach to the eradication of this weed.
Controlling Weeds to Support Care Groups
Within the reporting period, a total of 45 person hours were spent controlling weeds
which threatened natural values in bushland reserves which also directly supported
community landcare groups.
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Reserves treated include Denison Street Reserve, Alum Cliffs, Cooke Rivulet, Browns
River Bushland, Coningham Beach Coastal Reserve, Dave Burrows Walk, Snug River
Reserve, Scarborough Bushland Reserve, Kettering Point Track and Tramway Hill
Track. Weeds have been targeted in a strategic manner, focussing on declared weeds
and/or high priority environmental weeds.
The Community Corrections team has also provided additional support removing six
trailer loads of dumped garden waste from Snug River Reserve, thirteen trailer loads
of thistles and mignonette from Council land adjacent to the Peter Murrell Reserve and
brush cutting to maintain a planting for the Kettering Coastcare Group.
Scotch Heather and Invasive Heaths
Scotch heather and invasive Erica species have been targeted on roadsides at Bruny
Island, Lady Penrhyn and Summerleas Road. Heather and declared Erica species are
continuing to invade private land in these areas and in response, officers will be raising
awareness about these species with affected landowners over the coming months.
Orange Hawkweed - Collaboration with Hobart City Council
Orange hawkweed is an aggressive weed that poses a real threat to Tasmania’s alpine
and sub-alpine habitats. It can outcompete native grasses and herbs, and eventually
take over entire ecosystems.
Hobart City Council have been targeting the eradication of orange hawkweed in the
Fern Tree area over several years. During annual surveys, Hobart staff have detected
hawkweed plants near the municipal boundary with Kingborough.
This season, Hobart staff have offered their expertise and resources and have
partnered with Kingborough Weed Officers, undertaking hawkweed surveys on private
properties within the Kingborough municipal area. Hawkweed has been confirmed on
private land in Kingborough with a small area of rosettes and was treated at the time of
inspection.
This collaboration offers Kingborough weed officers experience in identification of a
weed which poses a threat to the municipality and which is difficult to identify, whilst
also strengthening the relationship with our neighbouring colleagues.
2.3

Group Support
During the reporting period a variety of
training has been on offer to
caregroup members. First aid training
is once again being offered to those
groups who require members to
undergo first aid refresher courses. A
number of caregroup members have
undertaken field botany training over a
four week period with Botanist Cassie
Strain. This training was reported to be
well received and has participants
enthusiastic for more field based
training. Planning is underway for the
next Convenor Course to be held in
May.

Discussing a trial of corn starch plant
guards with Landcare members
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Revegetation Program
Plant orders for the 2020 season have begun to leave the nursery, with native tubestock
being provided for the Tyndall Beach capital works project, a riparian rehabilitation
project at Cuthberts Rd Margate, and a number of community events such as the
Middleton Fair. A Conservation Volunteers Australia group helped to control blackberry
and thistle at a Council reserve at Cuthberts Road, reinstate guards and stakes around
previous plantings, as well as completing an infill planting of over 150 native
groundcover and tree species to help this sensitive area recover from past disturbance.

2.5

Coastal and Waterway Management
Tyndall Beach Foreshore Stabilisation Project
The Tyndall Beach Foreshore Stabilisation Project has finally been completed after
lengthy delays caused by difficulties that the contractor had obtaining “brush”, a
material that was used to trial one of the first installations of its kind in Tasmania. The
project saw a mixture of rock, brush mattressing, brush logs, and coir mesh used to
help strengthen the highly variable foreshore environment at Tyndall Beach.
These treatments were fortified by the planting of over 700 suitable coastal rushes,
grasses, groundcovers and shrubs, which will in turn help protect adjacent
infrastructure from destructive weather events. The site will be monitored and
maintained over the next 12 months by the contractor.

Before and after photos of the coastal protection works at Tyndall Beach
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Bypass Wetlands Post-Storm Maintenance
Under the Storm Recovery Fund, Council recently engaged contractors to undertake
the maintenance of water sensitive urban design (WSUD) infrastructure at the Bypass
Wetlands to help restore functionality to the system after the May 2019 storm. The first
two ponds in the Bypass Wetlands system, as well as the stormwater swale upstream
of the Wetlands were excavated to remove accumulated sediments and associated
cumbungi that had grown in them. This was followed up by the spraying of cumbungi
in the 3rd and 4th ponds, which had begun to congest the ponds and impede the
treatment of stormwater entering Whitewater Creek.

Maintenance at the Bypass Stormwater Wetlands

2.6

Kingborough Environmental Fund
Bush Regeneration Contract
Council recently engaged a contractor to deliver a number of on-ground bush
regeneration projects under the Kingborough Environmental Fund (KEF). These
projects were tied to specific permit conditions, and as such could not be pooled
together with other offset payments in the KEF. Two of the four projects have already
been completed; weed control in bushland adjacent to Denison Street Reserve
Kingston, and weed control in threatened Eucalyptus tenuiramis forest and woodland
on sediments on private land at Wootten Drive Bonnet Hill. The two remaining projects;
revegetation projects on Council land at Boddys Creek and Whitewater Creek in
Kingston will be completed in late Autumn when the weather is suitable for planting.
Private Land Reserves Program
Under the Kingborough Environmental Fund (KEF) partnership with the Tasmanian
Land Conservancy, the first proposed covenants have been put forward to the Property
Assessment Group at the Department of Primary Industries, Parks, Water and
Environment. The three properties are located next to one another at Oyster Cove and
will help create a corridor of protected bushland between Coningham Conservation
Area and natural areas further inland around the Snug Tiers. These properties have
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been targeted as they enable Council to meet a number of the KEF biodiversity targets
including:

2.7

-

Swift parrot habitat;

-

Forty-spotted pardalote habitat;

-

Epacris virgata habitat;

-

Eucalyptus amygdalina forest and woodland on sandstone;

-

Eucalyptus tenuiramis forest and woodland on sediments; and

-

Eucalyptus globulus dry forest and woodland

Regulation of Tree Removal on Private Land
In the last three months, staff processed forty one applications to remove trees under
the Health and Environmental Services By-law 2011. Many of these applications
involve multiple trees on a property.
Compliance Investigations for illegal tree clearing on private land are managed by the
NRM team if related to a potential breach of the By-law or planning compliance if related
to a breach of the planning scheme.
In the current reporting period officers commenced investigations into eight reports of
illegal tree clearance. Two investigations were referred to Planning Compliance and
one was referred to Crown Land Services. One investigated and finalised.

2.8

Bushfire Program
Barretta Waste Management Facility Bushfire Emergency Response Plan
A Bushfire Emergency Response Plan was recently completed for Barretta Reserve
which includes the Barretta Waste Management Facility (WMF) site. The Emergency
Response Plan has been developed in order to assist the Tasmania Fire Service
respond to a fire incident in the Reserve and/or at the Waste Management Facility. The
plan sets out the procedures to be followed by Kingborough Waste Services (KWS)
staff in response to a potential fire incident or bushfire that may be threatening the site.

Barretta Bushland Reserve is located south of the Waste Transfer Station
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Barretta Reserve is Council’s largest bushland reserve and has been identified in
recent risk modelling as representing Council’s highest bushfire risk. The reserve has
a total site area of 60 hectares including approximately 16 hectares of former landfill in
the northern portion of the reserve, where the Barretta Waste Management Facility is
currently operating. The remaining 44 hectares contains remnant dry eucalyptus forest
and woodland vegetation with several plant communities of conservation significance.
The reserve is popular with horse riders, walkers and mountain bikers.
The reasons behind the high risk ranking include the presence of a number of very high
value built assets on or adjacent to the site including infrastructure associated with the
Waste Management Facility (WMF) operations as well as landfill gas monitoring,
harvesting and flaring infrastructure. The risk ranking was also heavily influenced by
the presence of critical infrastructure (TasNetworks power lines) running along the
western boundary of the reserve.
The site is considered be at high risk of a bushfire due to the length of time since a
bushfire last impacted the site (more than 50 years) and the potential for a fire to ignite
from a range of sources both on and off the site.
Whilst the ability to conduct a planned fuel reduction burn in the bushland portion of the
site is constrained by the presence of potentially volatile landfill gases, the bushfire risk
can be reduced in a number of other ways. This includes ensuring that the Fire Service
is aware of the special conditions present at the site, ensuring that Council continues
to slash fuel breaks around the active WMF and by ensuring the Tasmania Fire Service
has good access to a large portion of the site if required. Work will shortly commence
on the construction of a network of fire trails in the reserve.
Peggys Beach Reserve Fuel Break Works - Electrona
New bushfire fuel breaks along the boundaries of Peggys Beach Reserve have been
completed. The upgrades which included, the creation of a new shaded fuel or ‘green
fuel break’ as well as widening of existing breaks were made following
recommendations arising from the Reserve Bushfire Plan.
Shaded or ‘green fuel breaks’ are open corridors adjacent to bushland where part of
the vegetation canopy above the break is retained. The vegetation is managed by
removing the understorey of the forest which contains the ‘ladder fuels’ that typically
allow fire to move up from the ground and into the canopy.

Shaded break: Understorey and ground fuel removed
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Green fuel breaks are designed to act as a buffer zone between properties and
unmanaged bushland. Retaining some mature trees within these breaks disrupts wind
flow in the event of a bushfire, can help catch embers before they reach nearby homes
and allows fire crews to get access to the unmanaged bush further away from houses.
Bushfire Risk Inquiries
Summer is always the busiest time for bushfire risk inquires to Council, but the summer
of 2019/20 has been exceptionally busy following the horrific large-scale bushfires
experienced in multiple states on the mainland. From the many personal conversations
had with residents at the start of 2020 it is evident that anxiety levels in the community
are very high. Council received a surge in requests to undertake bushfire mitigation
activity with more than twenty complaints or inquiries about perceived bushfire risk
responded to during January and February. Inquiries ranged in nature from concerns
about fuel loads in Councils bushland reserves to questions about where in
Kingborough livestock can be evacuated to during a bushfire emergency.
As a landowner Council has the difficult job of maintaining a balance between ensuring
the protection of human life whilst at the same time protecting biodiversity, cultural and
aesthetic values in a fire prone area. Differentiating between actual and perceived fire
risk is necessary in order to allocate our limited resources most efficiently.
What is easily forgotten is that bushfires are natural phenomena that create unique
habitats that are essential for different plants and animals to thrive in. Climate change
has increased the frequency and severity of these fires and they are now harder to
predict and control and pose a risk to a greater portion of the community as housing
expands further out into bushland areas. Residents who choose to live in highly bushfire
prone areas must ensure they have a plan for their own safety.
3

CAT MANAGEMENT PROGRAM
3.1

Kingborough Cat Management Program
In 2019 Council received numerous
complaints about cats in and
around the northern end of
Blackmans Bay Beach, Blowhole
Reserve and Mary Knoll Reserve.
This is an important area for wildlife
including several protected bird
species
that
are
especially
vulnerable to predation by cats.
Currently
under
the
Cat
Management Act 2009 (CMA)
Council has limited powers to
manage roaming or stray cats
without declaring an area as a Cat
Prohibited Area or a Cat
Management Area or developing
a local By-law (as we did for
Bruny Island).

Cats are nesting under the hedge

Investigations late last year however revealed that all Council’s leased lands are
automatically Cat Prohibited Areas as defined under the CMA. This is because all our
leases are with Crown Land Services (CLS) and are all public reserves. These leased
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lands include beaches within the municipality and some sections of walking and cycling
tracks. Council is thus authorised on behalf of CLS to manage all cats (domestic, stray
and feral) in these areas.
With this in mind in January we sent a letter to Blackmans Bay residents within 500m
of the beach and rocky headlands and Suncoast Reserve. The letter notified them that
domestic cats are prohibited in these areas and reminded them of their responsibility
to ensure their cats don’t stray into a prohibited area.
The response from the community has been overwhelmingly positive and many more
cat sightings, especially kittens have been reported. Council is currently working with
the community to manage the sources of these cats.
Councils powers associated with a Cat Prohibited Area are effectively limited to
trapping cats which is often very difficult and time consuming.
However, we are also currently working with DPIPWE to explore options for including
confinement, curfew and penalties within any Cat Management Areas Council may
declare in future.
3.2

New housing developments and cat management
The new housing development adjacent to Mary Knoll Reserve at Blackmans Bay
prompted significant concern from the local community. This especially related to the
potential impact of the development on local fauna. To this end the Tasmanian Planning
Commission agreed that the Part 5 Agreement for the development specify that any
owner or occupier does not introduce and keep domestic cats because of the nearby
presence of the Swift Parrot and Little Penguin. Staff are working with Council’s
planning and compliance departments to consider how we can notify people prior to
purchase and undertake effective long-term monitoring and compliance.
This will be particularly relevant to the new housing development at Huntingfield. Staff
have been liaising with Housing Tasmania for several years about the need for cat
management conditions and to date they have been receptive. The Home Ave
development provides an important precedent.

3.3

Bruny Island cat management project stage 2
In September last year the Federal
Government announced 1.5 million for
Stage 2 of the Bruny Island cat
management project which will extend
previous work across North Bruny.
Excitingly
the
funding
includes
employment of a trainee Aboriginal
Ranger position. The employee will work
jointly with Council, PWS and weetapoona
Aboriginal Corporation to undertake a
range of land management and
community education activities. These will
include assisting with feral cat monitoring
and control and community liaison about
Council’s new Bruny Island Cat By-law.

Conrad Daniels of Bruny Farming talks
about the trapping program

An honours project with UTas to identify the impacts of cat-borne diseases on livestock
(toxoplasmosis and sarcocystosis) and wildlife (toxoplasmosis) on Bruny Island will
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also be completed this year. The project will compare impacts between North and South
Bruny as cat densities are significantly lower in the north. The findings of this study will
be of particular interest to the Bruny livestock and tourism industries as toxoplasmosis
causes abortion and barrenness in sheep and death in many native marsupials.
Sarcocystosis also reduces the carcass quality of sheep.
3.4

Tasmanian Cat Management Project / TassieCat
Through the Tasmanian Cat Management Project (TCMP), the Regional Coordinator
has been focusing on community education, as well as engaging with Southern
Councils and other key stakeholders in relation to cat management.

Noel Hunt and the Hon. Guy Barnett MP launching the That’s Cats series

The That’s Cats video series and adverts were launched on 29 January 2020 at Ten
Lives Cat Centre by the Hon. Guy Barnett MP, Minister for Primary Industries.
These light-hearted videos, produced by TassieCat, follow the adventures of Scruffy
the Cat, focusing on the importance of microchipping, desexing, cats being happy
indoors, and working to reduce the number of stray cats. The launch was covered by
Win, 7, the Mercury, the Advocate, 7AD and the Examiner. The adverts are being aired
on Channel 7 and the short videos have been viewed over 7000 times via social media.
Visits to the TassieCat website have increased significantly, helping to spread
responsible pet ownership messages.

Scruffy the Cat
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In addition to the existing communications materials and website, the project is also
producing additional brochures and booklets to help Tasmanian’s understand the
benefits of containing their cats, not feeding stray cats and cat health.
The Regional Coordinator presented in Huonville on responsible cat ownership and
also presented to the STCA on regional cat management. The Regional Coordinator
attended the Australian Veterinary Association conference in Hobart to speak with vets
about cat ownership and management issues.
The Southern Cat Management Working Group has held six meetings with
representatives from the majority of the Southern Councils, as well as other key
stakeholders such as RSPCA, Ten Lives Cat Centre and the State Government. The
Working Group plays a key role in bringing together relevant stakeholders to enable
collaboration, identify regional priorities and develop cat management strategies. The
Working Group is currently developing a proposal to put to Southern Councils to
endorse the development of a Regional Cat Management Strategy.
4

CLIMATE CHANGE
4.1

Regional Climate Change Initiative (RCCI
Council has participated routinely in RCCI which currently functions within the STCA.
Participating councils have been undertaking a review of the action plan and identifying
programs and actions for the 2020/2021 financial year.
There are two projects currently underway with councillor workshops for all councils
programmed for March. These are:
•

The presentation of climate Profiles for each of the southern council municipal
areas based on the UTAS Climate Futures Program; and

•

The development of a Regional Coastal Hazards Strategy.

There is also a project scheduled to commence soon which is a partnership between
RCCI and UTAS.
The project is for Developing a Regional Strategy and Council Climate Action templates
for Southern Tasmania. The deliverables from the project are:
a.

Populated climate action templates for local governments in the Southern
Tasmanian Land Use Region

b.

A process to be followed for implementing, revising and updating these templates

c.

A draft regional council adaptation strategy, informed by the local templates
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Kingborough Council Solar
A summary of the output from the solar installations on council buildings is as follows:

System Location

5

Size
kW

Installed

Solar Production (end 2019)
Total
MW

$ saved

GHG
reduction

ROI
(%)

Civic Centre

50

2014

332

68,000

60

68

Twin Ovals

12

2015

72

14,000

12

59

Kingston Hub

27

2019

15

3,000

3

10

Barretta

16

2015

85

21,000

16

70

Dennes Point
Community Centre

20

2019

12

1,800

2

8

Total

125

516

107,800

93

BARRETTA ENVIRONMENTAL MANAGEMENT
Routine gas monitoring equipment has been installed in the underfloor area of a house in the
Barretta township. This is in response to very low levels of landfill type gas being detected
in a nearby bore installed in Barretta Road. The equipment is telemetry enabled with
monitoring of gas levels being undertaken remotely. To date no issues have been observed.
Progress is being made on the detailed design and approval of a pump station that will allow
leachate stored in the front dams at the Barretta site to be discharged to the Taswater sewer
rising main if required. This project is part of council’s capital works program for 2019/20 and
is anticipated to be completed in the next 3 months.
A site management plan and fire management plan for the entire Barretta site has been
completed and this will facilitate adequate allocation of responsibility and resourcing as well
as informing fire safety protocols and procedures.

Gas monitoring under a home at Barretta
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CONFIRMATION OF ITEMS TO BE DEALT WITH IN CLOSED SESSION

RECOMMENDATION
That in accordance with the Local Government (Meeting Procedures) Regulations 2015 Council,
by absolute majority, move into closed session to consider the following items:
Confirmation of Minutes
Regulation 34(6) In confirming the minutes of a meeting, debate is allowed only in respect of the accuracy of
the minutes.

Applications for Leave of Absence
Regulation 15(2)(h) applications by councillors for a leave of absence

Tender Assessment - Brightwater Road Stage 2
Regulation 15 (2)(d) contracts, and tenders, for the supply and purchase of goods and services and their
terms, conditions, approval and renewal.

AB2001 Supply of Bins and Provision of Kerbside Collection Services for Green Waste
Regulation 15 (2)(d) contracts, and tenders, for the supply and purchase of goods and services and their
terms, conditions, approval and renewal.

Kingborough Waste Services - Appointment of New Chair
Regulation 15 (2)(g) information of a personal and confidential nature or information provided to the council
on the condition it is kept confidential.

Current and Ongoing Minute Resolutions
Regulation 15 (2)(c)(i), (2)(c)(ii), and (2)(c)(iii) commercial information of a confidential nature, that if
disclosed, is likely to prejudice the commercial position of the person who supplied it, commercial information
of a confidential nature, that if disclosed, is likely to confer a commercial advantage on a competitor of the
council, and commercial information of a confidential nature, that if disclosed, is likely to reveal a trade secret.

In accordance with the Kingborough Council Meetings Audio Recording Guidelines Policy,
recording of the open session of the meeting will now cease.
Open Session of Council adjourned at

OPEN SESSION ADJOURNS
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OPEN SESSION RESUMES
Open Session resumes at

RECOMMENDATION
The Closed Session of Council having met and dealt with its business resolves to report that it has
determined the following:
Item

Decision

Confirmation of Minutes
Applications for Leave of Absence
Tender Assessment - Brightwater Road Stage 2
AB2001 Supply of Bins and Provision of Kerbside Collection
Services for Green Waste
Kingborough Waste Services - Appointment of New Chair
Current and Ongoing Minute Resolutions

CLOSURE
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