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GUIDELINES FOR PUBLIC QUESTIONS 

Section 31 of the Local Government (Meeting Procedures) Regulations 2015 

 

Questions from the public may either be submitted to the General Manager in writing or asked 
verbally at an Ordinary Council meeting.  Any question asked must only relate to the activities of 
Council [Section 31(2)(b)].   

This guideline is provided to assist the public with the requirements of Public Question Time as set 
out in the Local Government (Meeting Procedures) Regulations 2015 as well as determinations 
made by Council.  You are reminded that the public question forum is designed to accommodate 
questions only and neither the questions nor answers will be debated. 

Questions on Notice 

Written questions on notice must be received at least seven (7) days before an Ordinary Council 
meeting [Section 31(1)] and must be clearly headed ‘Question/s on Notice’.  The period of 7 days 
includes Saturdays, Sundays and statutory holidays but does not include the day on which notice 
is given or the day of the Ordinary Council meeting [Section 31(8)]. 

Questions Without Notice 

The Chairperson of an Ordinary Council meeting must ensure that, if required, at least 15 minutes 
is made available for public questions without notice [Section 31(3)].  A question without notice 
must not relate to any matter that is listed on the agenda for that meeting. 

A question by any member of the public and an answer to that question is not to be debated at the 
meeting [Section 31(4)].  If a response to a question cannot be provided at the meeting, the 
question will be taken on notice and will be included in the following Ordinary Council meeting 
agenda, or as soon as practicable, together with the response to that question.  

There is to be no discussion, preamble or embellishment of any question asked without notice, and 
the Chairperson may require that a member of the public immediately put the question. 

The Chairperson can determine whether a question without notice will not be accepted but must 
provide reasons for refusing to accept the said question [Section 31 (6)].  The Chairperson may 
require a question without notice to be put on notice and in writing. 

The Chairperson may rule a question inappropriate, and thus inadmissible if in his or her opinion it 
has already been asked, is unclear, irrelevant, offensive or relates to any matter which would 
normally be considered in Closed Session.  The Chairperson may require that a member of the 
public immediately put the question. 
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AGENDA of an Ordinary Meeting of Council 
Kingborough Civic Centre, 15 Channel Highway, Kingston 

Monday, 17 April 2023 at 5.30pm 

 

 

1 AUDIO RECORDING 

The Chairperson will declare the meeting open, welcome all in attendance and advise that Council 
meetings are recorded and made publicly available on its website.  In accordance with Council’s 
policy the Chairperson will request confirmation that the audio recording has commenced. 

2 ACKNOWLEDGEMENT OF TRADITIONAL CUSTODIANS 

The Chairperson will acknowledge the traditional custodians of this land, pay respects to elders 
past and present, and acknowledge today’s Tasmanian Aboriginal community.  

3 ATTENDEES 

Councillors:  

Mayor Councillor P Wriedt 
Deputy Mayor Councillor C Glade-Wright 
Councillor D Bain 
Councillor G Cordover 
Councillor K Deane 
Councillor A Midgley 
Councillor M Richardson 
Councillor C Street 

4 APOLOGIES 

Councillor A Antolli 
Councillor F Fox 

5 CONFIRMATION OF MINUTES 

RECOMMENDATION 

That the Minutes of the open session of the Council Meeting No. 6 held on 3 April 2023 be 
confirmed as a true record. 

6 WORKSHOPS HELD SINCE LAST COUNCIL MEETING 

No workshops have been held since the last meeting. 
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7 DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST 

In accordance with Regulation 8 of the Local Government (Meeting Procedures) Regulations 2015 
and Council’s adopted Code of Conduct, the Mayor requests Councillors to indicate whether they 
have, or are likely to have, a pecuniary interest (any pecuniary benefits or pecuniary detriment) or 
conflict of interest in any item on the Agenda. 

8 TRANSFER OF AGENDA ITEMS 

Are there any items, which the meeting believes, should be transferred from this agenda to the 
closed agenda or from the closed agenda to the open agenda, in accordance with the procedures 
allowed under Section 15 of the Local Government (Meeting Procedures) Regulations 2015. 

9 QUESTIONS WITHOUT NOTICE FROM THE PUBLIC 

 

10 QUESTIONS ON NOTICE FROM THE PUBLIC 

10.1 Landscape Conservation Zone 

Ms Jill Winter submitted the following question on notice: 

From reading the Kingborough Land Use Strategy, the Supporting Document for the LPS, and the 
details of the various zones and codes in the new planning scheme, it seems to me that the overall 
aim/vision is to increase the density within the townsites, Kingston, Margate, Snug and to a lesser 
extent Woodbridge and Kettering, and use the surrounding more rural areas as what you could call 
a "Green Belt" in order to prevent greater urban sprawl and yet retain as much as possible of the 
natural scenery/ambience of the area. To this end the zone of Landscape Conservation has been 
quite widely applied.  My question is: Could you not achieve essentially the same result by utilising 
the Rural Living Zone more widely and applying any or all applicable/corresponding Codes such as 
Natural Assets Code, Scenic Protection Code, Bushfire Prone areas Code, Landslip Hazard Code, 
Flood Prone Hazard Code and/or Coastal Erosion/Inundation Codes and in so doing, allay many 
ratepayers’ anxieties re this LC zoning? If not, please explain in detail, why not. 

Officer’s Response: 

The Kingborough Land Use Strategy 2019 aims to prepare the Kingborough community for future 
changes as a result of anticipated population growth. The land use and settlement pattern that is 
being proposed in the strategy identifies the need to address issues associated with population 
growth and that includes the growing need for housing, infrastructure and service provisions, local 
employment, traffic congestion, climate change, energy efficiency, and the ageing of the 
population. The guiding principles of the strategy broadly outline the strategic approach for the 
settlement pattern anticipated for Kingborough. The objective is that: 

• the amenity and individual characteristics of the existing settlements should be protected and 
enhanced wherever possible; 

• the local area’s natural setting and cultural assets should be protected from inappropriate 
development; and 

• compact urban centres are favoured over continued outward urban expansion in order to 
protect rural and coastal landscapes – and so the identity and separateness of existing 
settlements should be enhanced. 
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The broad application of the new zones available under the Tasmanian Planning Scheme had 
regard to the above objectives to ensure the new scheme generally aligns with long-term growth 
strategies for Kingborough. The application of the Landscape Conservation Zone in Kingborough 
could potentially assist in achieving the settlement objectives as outlined above, however it is 
acknowledged that the Rural Living Zone (and potentially other zones available under the 
Tasmanian Planning Scheme) together with code application, could also achieve similar outcomes 
in some locations of the municipality. 

Even though the Rural Living Zone appears as an obvious alternative to the Landscape 
Conservation Zone, it may not be appropriate to apply that zone in some areas of Kingborough due 
to the broader landscape qualities that exist in an area. The Rural Living Zone has the potential to 
introduce a broader range of land uses in some localities of the municipality (particular in areas 
where the Environmental Living Zone current exists) and may also result in the fragmentation of 
land, particularly in areas where larger lots are currently predominant. Not only will this put the 
settlement strategies for Kingborough at risk, but it could also change the character and amenity of 
areas significantly. 

Council and the TPC are currently undertaking a review of the Landscape Conservation Zone in 
Kingborough, having regard to the underlying intent of the Landscape Conservations Zone as well 
as the objectives of the Kingborough Land Use Strategy. A likely outcome of the review is that the 
Rural Living Zone could be applied more broadly in some localities of the municipality where the 
zone together with the codes could achieve a similar outcome in relation to the settlement pattern 
and environmental qualities. There will be areas in the municipality where the Landscape 
Conservation Zone will be preferred over other zones to protect the landscape qualities that exist in 
an area. However, it should be noted that once Council is allowed to proceed with public 
consultation on the new planning scheme, people will be able to make representations of they 
don’t agree with the zoning application regardless the findings of the review.  

Adriaan Stander, Strategic Planner 

  

10.2 Industrial Land Supply in Kingborough 

At the Council meeting on Monday, 3 April 2023, Mr Charles Biggens asked the following 
question without notice to the General Manager, with a response that the question would be taken 
on notice: 

Since 2013 has the total area of land zoned for industry in Kingborough reduced or expanded?  

Officer’s Response: 

The information was not available at the close of this Agenda, however it will be made available in 
the next Council Agenda. 

Adriaan Stander, Strategic Planner 

  

10.3 Eucalyptus Trees, Osborne Esplanade 

Mr Roger Tonge submitted the following question on notice: 

During the night of 2nd/3rd April 2023, two large healthy branches were shed from an apparently 
healthy eucalypt on Osborne Esplanade. The evening was calm and temperature in the low teens.  
Had the event taken place during the daytime it is possible that pedestrians on the Esplanade 
could have been seriously injured.  The two branches that were shed were both healthy with large 
canopies.  Can Council advise on the following: 

1) Bearing in mind that the Eucalyptus on Osborne Esplanade are known to “shed”: 
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(a)  Would individual Councillors be liable for prosecution in the event of injury or death to a 
pedestrian?  or 

(b) Does Council have a corporate responsibility ? 

2) Can Council advise what if any steps can be taken to protect the public from future similar 
events. 

Officer’s Response: 

The trees adjacent to Osborne Esplanade are proactively inspected every three months and based 
on the last inspection there was no indication that the tree in question presented an increased level 
of risk to the public.  Council has a responsibility to manage all of its assets whether they are built 
or natural assets such as trees. However, Council is not legally obliged to ensure that every tree 
within its municipality will remain viable throughout the duration of its life span. Trees are subject to 
numerous variables such as age, weather conditions, and soil conditions which can influence their 
health and structural integrity at any stage. The fact trees can shed limbs at any time does not 
automatically mean that Council is liable for any damage and/or injury/death as a result. In terms of 
liability for prosecution, it is worthwhile noting that Councills have no responsibility for operational 
decision and are exempt as outlined in the Local Government Act.  Additionally, Council officers 
are covered by Council’s liability insurance for their actions. 

The Eucalypts on Kingston Beach Esplanade are actively monitored by an arborist and the trees 
are also passively monitored by Parks and Reserves staff. An arborist assessment has been 
undertaken following the recent limb failure and any maintenance requirements coming from this 
report will be attended to in a timely manner.  

Council does not endeavour to ‘protect’ the community from tree or limb failure, rather we use a 
risk management approach to manage risk within a tolerable range. We cannot eliminate the risk 
but have a duty of care to be reasonable, proportionate, and reasonably practical when managing 
tree risk.  

David Reeve, Acting General Manager  

11 QUESTIONS WITHOUT NOTICE FROM COUNCILLORS 

 

12 QUESTIONS ON NOTICE FROM COUNCILLORS 

12.1 Update on the LCZ Review 

At the Council meeting held on Monday, 3 April 2023 , Cr Antolli asked the following question 
without notice to the Acting General Manager, with a response that the question would be taken on 
notice: 

Could council update us as to where we are in the review of the LCZ properties and how many 
currently have been rezoned out of LCZ? 

Officer’s Response: 

The process to review the LCZ is taking longer than expected, and as a general indication I can 
advise that we are still in the early stages of this project. The amount of properties Council officers 
will recommend to another zone, is not available at the closing of this Agenda, but will be made 
available for the next Council Agenda. 

Adriaan Stander, Strategic Planner 
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13 PETITIONS STILL BEING ACTIONED  

There are no petitions still being actioned. 

14 PETITIONS RECEIVED IN LAST PERIOD 

At the time the Agenda was compiled no Petitions had been received.  

15 OFFICERS REPORTS TO COUNCIL 

15.1 DONATION OF LAND TO HOBART WOMEN'S SHELTER 

File Number: 20.137 

Author: Daniel Smee, Director Governance, Recreation & Property Services 

Authoriser: David Reeve, Acting General Manager  

  

Strategic Plan Reference 

Key Priority Area: 2    Deliver quality infrastructure and services.  

Strategic Outcome: 2.1  Service provision meets the current and future requirements of 
residents and visitors.  

1. PURPOSE 

1.1 The purpose of this report is to recommend the donation of land in Gormley Drive, 
Kingston to the Hobart Women’s Shelter (HWS). 

2. BACKGROUND 

2.1 At its meeting of 6 February 2023, Council resolved to agree in in principle to the 
donation of land at Gormley Drive to the Hobart Women’s Shelter for the purpose of 
developing long term housing for women and children and to advertise this intent in an 
accordance with the provisions of Section 178(4) of the Local Government Act 1993. 

2.2 Council’s decision was subject to a further report providing the details of the following: 

i) Any objections received in relation to the sale of the land; 

ii) An independent valuation on the land; and 

iii) Conditions of transfer of the land. 

3. STATUTORY REQUIREMENTS 

3.1 This report is being considered in Open Session in accordance with Section 15(3)(c) of 
the Local Government (Meeting Procedures) Regulations 2015. 

3.2 Disposal of the land by Council is subject to the provisions of Section 178 of the Local 
Government Act 1993. 
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3.3 The land forms part of the Kingborough Sports Precinct title and a subdivision will be 
required in order for Council to transfer ownership to the Hobart Women’s Shelter. 

3.4 A development application will be required for the construction of any housing on the 
land. 

4. DISCUSSION 

4.1 Council received one objection to the proposed donation of the land during the 
prescribed statutory advertising period. 

4.2 The objection came from a neighbouring resident, who expressed concern that the 
proposal would result in “men jumping our fences to get at these women”. 

4.3 Whilst not an official objection to the proposal, feedback was received (via a Councillor) 
expressing the following concerns: 

i) The concentration of crisis accommodation in one area. 

ii) Crisis from domestic violence can be ongoing for many years. 

iii) Time taken for police to respond to family violence. 

iv) The best model for crisis accommodation is to provide a mixture of housing. 

v) Increased focus on the area by former partners. 

vi)   Council may be creating a ghetto for traumatised individuals and families. 

4.4 In response to these concerns, one very important point needs to be kept in mind, 
being that the HWS is not proposing to build crisis accommodation on the site. 

4.5 Crisis accommodation will continue to be provided by the HWS at their current site, 
with the Gormley Drive site to be used for women that need long-term housing to 
provide a pathway out of their crisis Shelter. 

4.6 The HWS would not place a woman into a home where there is a known risk, and each 
individual/family would be assessed to determine if there are any safety risks.    

4.7 The intention is to have a mix of families residing at the Gormley Drive site on a long-
term basis and there will not be a continual rotation of residents.  The mix of families 
will be a key consideration for the HWS when undertaking assessment and placement 
of families. 

4.8 The second point in relation to the concerns expressed above is that it is a fallacy to 
believe that building homes for women attracts family violence.  The major driver of 
family violence is gender inequality - that is, the unequal distribution of power, 
resources and choice based on someone's gender identity. 

4.9 The notion that Council is creating a “ghetto”, is in no way supported by the concept 
plans provided by the HWS.  The proposal is for architecturally designed homes that 
are aesthetically pleasing, durable and sustainable, which will add to rather than 
detract from the streetscape. 

4.10 Having assessed the objections received, it is considered that they are ill-founded and 
provide no basis for Council to reverse its decision with respect to disposal of the land. 
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5. FINANCE 

5.1 In accordance with Section 177 of the Local Government Act, an independent valuation 
on the land has been obtained, indicating a market value of $500,000. 

5.2 The HWS has indicated that they would pay full rates on the homes once developed 
that over time would offset the value of the land donation. 

5.3 There will be costs associated with the survey, subdivision and transfer of the land that 
are proposed will be met by the HWS as part of their contribution towards the project. 

6. ENVIRONMENT 

6.1 There are some mature White Gums on the site, the protection of which would need to 
be considered as part of the development application process. 

7. COMMUNICATION AND CONSULTATION 

7.1 Public notification of Council’s intention to donate the land was undertaken in 
accordance with Section 178(4) of the Local Government Act ie publication on two 
separate occasions in the Mercury and a site notice posted on the boundary of the land 
in Gormley Drive. 

7.2 In addition, a media article was prepared in relation to the proposal that was published 
in the Kingborough Chronicle and was covered by local radio stations. 

8. RISK 

8.1 There is a risk that having transferred ownership of the land, it will be sold or not 
developed for the intended purpose.   

8.2 This can be mitigated either by the inclusion of a covenant on the title requiring that the 
land revert to Council ownership if it is not developed or used for the specific purpose 
of providing long term housing for women and children. 

8.3 Alternatively, a condition can be included in the transfer contract that provides a call 
option in favour of Council and a right to caveat the land. 

9. CONCLUSION 

9.1 Council has advertised its intent to donate public land to the Hobart Women’s Shelter 
with only one objection received. 

9.2 It is considered that the grounds of the objection do not warrant a reversal of Council’s 
decision and accordingly, it is recommended that the donation of the land proceed 
subject to conditions.   

10. RECOMMENDATION 

That Council agrees to the donation of ~4,500m2 of land in Gormley Drive Kingston to the 
Hobart Women’s Shelter subject to the following: 

(a) The land being successfully subdivided from the Kingborough Sports Precinct title; 

(b) A legally binding agreement requiring that the land revert to Council ownership if it is 
not developed or used for the specific purpose of providing long term housing for 
women and children; 
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(c) Costs associated with the subdivision and transfer being met by the Hobart Women’s 
Shelter; and 

(d) Full rates to apply to all homes constructed on the land as a condition of the land 
transfer. 

 

 

ATTACHMENTS 

Nil 
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15.2 FINANCIAL REPORT - MARCH 2023 

File Number: 10.47 

Author: John Breen, Chief Financial Officer 

Authoriser: David Reeve, Acting General Manager  

  

Strategic Plan Reference 

Key Priority Area: 2    Deliver quality infrastructure and services. 

Strategic Outcome: 2.4  The organisation has a corporate culture that delivers quality 
customer service, encourages innovation and has high standards of 
accountability.  

1. PURPOSE 

1.1 The purpose of this report is to provide the March 2023 financial report information to 
Council for review. 

2. BACKGROUND 

2.1 The attached report has been prepared based on current information with estimates 
being used where final information is not available.  

2.2 The high inflation rate is having a substantial impact on Council’s financial results with 
several large increases in expenditure being experienced. 

3. STATUTORY REQUIREMENTS 

3.1 There are no specific requirements under the Local Government Act 1993 regarding 
financial reporting, however best practice would indicate that a monthly financial report 
is required to enable adequate governance of financial information. 

4. DISCUSSION 

4.1 The Summary Operating Statement contains several variances to the original budget. 
The following are the major variances and explanations: 

• Rates are $265k over budget due primarily to the receipt of $293k of 
supplementary rates in the three months from September to November 2022. 
The reason for the substantial amount is the catch-up in supplementary rates 
from March 2022 that were delayed due to the revaluation of properties. 

• Statutory Fees and Fines are $353k under budget due to revenue from planning 
being $191k under budget because of post approval and planning application fee 
income being less than expected. Building and Plumbing fees are $40k under 
budget due to a slowdown in activity over the financial year. Compliance income 
is $73k under budget due to by-law and parking income being less than budget. 
There is over $100k in fees and fines outstanding to Council, the income is not 
recognised until collection takes place due to the uncertainty around payment of 
the outstanding balance. 

• User fees are $98k over budget due to greater than expected income from the 
Sports Centre (+$25k), Community Hub (+$22k) and Turf rental income (+$34k) 
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from the cricket ground usage due to the Twin Ovals being used as a training 
venue for the ICC World Cup. 

• Grants Recurrent are $358k under budget due to the amount of prepaid grant 
income received in 2021/22. This variance will be eliminated when Council 
receives the prepaid amount at the end of 2022/23. 

• Other income is $323k under budget primarily due to Private Works revenue of 
$316k under budget as a result of the loss of the State Government contract for 
Bruny Island. 

• Employee Costs are $109k over budget due primarily to sundry staff costs being 
over budget as a result of costs associated with the recruitment of staff adding 
around $70k to expenses. Also, annual leave usage is around $45k less than 
predicted over the summer period resulting in a negative variance. 

• Materials and Services are $320k over budget due primarily to expenditure on 
unsealed roads as a result of rain damage in the first half of the year. Also fuel 
costs are $89k over budget due to the impacts of higher fuel costs. 

• Other Expenses are $505k over budget due primarily to expenditure on land tax 
being $303k over budget due to increased charges and a timing issue that has 
resulted in $1757 of expenditure paid in March with the budget in April. Council 
election costs are $65k over and rate remissions of $66k over budget. The rate 
remissions will be offset by reimbursements from the Government throughout the 
rest of the year. 

• Profit on sale of assets is $227k over budget with $159k associated with the sale 
of land which is not part of the underlying surplus calculation. The remainder 
relates to sale of plant. No budget is allocated to this income as the result is 
difficult to estimate. 

• Interest income is $418k over budget due to the recent increases in interest rates 
producing additional interest income. 

• Grants Capital is over budget by $1.3m due to grants carried over from 2021/22, 

the largest being $2.2m for the Transform Kingston project. Council has received 

$381K in capital grants made up of $100k for the Woodbridge footpath, $175k for 

the Kingston Beach boat ramp and breakwater upgrade and $55k for flood 

mitigation work. 

4.2 Council’s cash and investments amount to $17.6m at the end of the month, which is 
down $3.9m from the March 2022 figure. Borrowings of $22.3 million offset this 
amount. There is $5.9m in borrowings maturing in June 2023 which will be repaid from 
the investment funds. 

5. FINANCE 

5.1 Council’s result for March 2023 is a $5.0 million underlying surplus, which is a $994k 
unfavourable variance on the budget for 2022/23. The forecast result for 2022/23 of a 
$329k underlying deficit, which is down $350k on the original budget. The move to a 
deficit highlights the impact of inflationary pressures on the Council budget. 

6. ENVIRONMENT 

6.1 There are no environmental issues associated with this matter. 
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7. COMMUNICATION AND CONSULTATION 

7.1 The financial results for March 2023 are available for public scrutiny in the Council 
meeting agenda. 

8. RISK 

8.1 The result to March 2023 while below budget expectations, does not present a 
significant financial risk to Council. 

9. CONCLUSION 

9.1 Council is on track to deliver a result that is below the budget for 2022/23. 

10. RECOMMENDATION 

That Council endorses the attached Financial Report as at 31 March 2023. 

ATTACHMENTS 

1. Financial Report - March 2023   
2. Capital Report - March 2023    
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15.3 DEVELOPMENT SERVICES QUARTERLY REPORT 

File Number: 37.8 

Author: Tasha Tyler-Moore, Manager Development Services 

Authoriser: Dr Samantha Fox, Director Environment, Development & Community 
Services  

  

1. INTRODUCTION 

Development Services has Planning Authority delegations under the Land Use Planning and 
Approvals Act 1993 and is the Permit Authority for plumbing and building applications under 
the Building Act 2016.  These responsibilities include related enforcement functions. 
Kingborough is one of Tasmania’s fastest growing municipalities. 

This report provides an update on Development Services’ building and planning permit 
activity including lodgement numbers; Tasmanian Civil and Administrative Tribunal 
(TASCAT) and Tasmanian Planning Commission (TPC) matters; and strategic planning 
matters.   

2. PLANNING 

2.1 Planning application lodgement numbers (calendar year) 

The chart below details the number of planning applications lodged this year to date 
(until end of March 2023) compared with the number of applications lodged over the 
past five years.   

The data included is for development applications only. Applications for subdivisions, 
sealed plan amendments, strata applications, adhesion order applications, planning 
scheme amendments, minor amendments, extensions to the life of a permit or pre-
application meetings are not included.   

The chart shows that during 2022 the number of applications per month varied 
between 25 and 68 applications, with an average of 45 applications per month.  
January typically has lowest lodgements, as many in the industry take an extended 
Christmas and New Year break. 

There is a notable decline in applications from mid/late 2022 and early 2023. This may 
be due to continued inflated build prices (materials and labour), increases in mortgage 
interest rates, and continued limitations on tradespeople to undertake builds. 

Another indicator that the community is being affected financially by external factors 
such as increased interest rates and inflated costs of building, is the increased number 
of applications to amend existing approvals.  We are seeing a large number of 
applications to amend to reduce the size or features of a dwelling or extension, and 
applicants are citing their reasons for these amendments being to reduce the cost of 
the build.  
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2.2 State Government’s development of the Tasmanian Planning Policies 

The Tasmanian Government is developing a suite of Planning Policies that are integral 
to the overall Planning Reform project.  Consultation on the drafted policies 
commenced in October 2021, with a second round of consultation with the general 
public in September 2022. In total, 73 submissions, including from Kingborough, were 
received.   

In February 2023, Councils were invited to the State Planning Office to discuss the 
consultation, the outcomes so far and the development of those policies.  The meeting 
highlighted that finalising the policies may involve significant changes, such as 
removing the implementation strategies for each of them.   

The policies were released for general public consultation from 28 March to 26 June 
2023.  Further information is available at www.planningrefomm.tas.gov.au. 

2.3 State Government’s current review of the State Planning Policies 

The SPPs are the State-wide set of planning rules in the Tasmanian Planning 
Scheme (TPS). The SPPs are used for the assessment of applications for planning 
permits. The SPPs contain the planning rules for the 23 zones and 16 codes in the 
TPS, along with the administrative, general, and exemption provisions. 

It is a legislative requirement that the State Planning Policies are reviewed every five 
years.  Even though a number of Councils are not yet using the Tasmanian Planning 
Scheme, including Kingborough, and most have only been using it for around one year, 

Jan Feb Mar Apr May Jun Jul Aug Sep Oct Nov Dec

2018 50 105 160 222 284 343 391 451 504 573 631 675

2019 39 84 146 220 282 342 407 475 540 598 669 723

2020 56 117 171 215 262 316 385 472 559 633 716 785

2021 41 96 159 229 304 367 438 502 567 616 682 741

2022 25 71 130 171 239 282 324 367 421 456 502 541

2023 31 67 97
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http://www.planningrefomm.tas.gov.au/
https://planningreform.tas.gov.au/planning/scheme
https://planningreform.tas.gov.au/planning/scheme
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the SPP’s were approved five years ago (at the time when Councils were required to 
move over to the ‘Interim Schemes’). 

The State Government has commenced the work on the five-year review.  Between 
May and August 2022, scoping consultation was undertaken with Councils with follow-
up workshops for those who made submissions.  Kingborough made a submission and 
attended workshops.  A summary of the key issues raised in the SPP scoping 
consultation has been released and is available on the State Planning Office (SPO) 
website.  It is understood that action groups formed with representation from Councils 
to focus on particular areas of the SPP’s.  Kingborough Council has indicated we would 
like to be an active member of those groups.       

The SPO has advised that the next stage involves a review of the SPPs for consistency 
with the TPPs, once they are made. This may lead to further amendments to the SPPs. 
The five yearly SPPs review will not be completed until after the TPPs are finalised in 
approximately the last quarter of 2023. 

State Government’s Consultation on the Regional Planning Framework and draft 
Structure Plan Guidelines 

The Land Use Planning and Approvals Act 1993 (LUPA Act) provides for the making 
and, to a limited extent, the review of the Regional Land Use Strategies (RLUSs). 
Kingborough is included in the Southern Regional Land Use Strategy (STRLUS). The 
State government intends to deliver reforms to the regional planning framework in two 
stages.  

A discussion paper on the review was released for comment between November 2022 
and February 2023.  The discussion paper sought feedback on options for the Stage 1 
improvements to the regional planning framework, including how it can better provide 
for the scope and purpose of the RLUSs and processes around their assessment, 
review and amendment.   

The discussion paper also introduced draft Structure Plan Guidelines (SPGs) for 
comment.  Structure plans provide an important strategic link between the RLUS and 
the Local Provisions Schedules in the Tasmanian Planning Scheme. They should 
guide the development or redevelopment of settlements by integrating and coordinating 
future land uses, development, and infrastructure provision in a sustainable and orderly 
manner. 

A copy of the submissions to the discussion paper received are available on the State 
Planning Office website.  The SPO website outlines that the next stages of the process 
include draft legislative or regulatory amendment, consultation, submission draft, 
preparation of a Bill and consideration by both houses of Parliament.   

Progress of Kingborough’s Local Provisions Schedule – moving to the ‘Tasmanian 
Planning Scheme’ and public consultation. 

Council’s adopted draft of the Kingborough Local Planning Provisions (LPS) of the 
Tasmanian Planning Scheme was sent to the Tasmanian Planning Commission (TPC) 
on 13 December 2019 (additional information was sent on 18 December 2019).  A 
second iteration of the plans (with corrected data) was adopted at the Council Meeting 
on 11 February 2020 and forwarded to the TPC for their consideration. 

The TPC notified Council on 2 March 2020 that the information provided is suitable for 
an assessment of legislative compliance to be conducted.  On 27 April 2020 and 21 
May 2020, the TPC requested additional information related to the GIS files for 
mapping.   

https://www.legislation.tas.gov.au/view/html/inforce/current/act-1993-070
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Post lodgement meetings were held on 30 October 2020 and 20 November 2020. 
Following Council submissions, meetings were held on 18 May 2022 and 3 June 2022 
with focussed discussion on the proposed SAP’s.  The most recent post lodgement 
meeting with the TPC was on 15 December 2023, however it should be noted that 
there is regular communication (generally weekly) with the TPC about the progress and 
responses to matters that were raised at post-lodgement meetings.  The TPC proposes 
a further meeting about drafting and to date the code overlays have not yet been 
discussed.  Until the requirements have been satisfied, the TPC will not provide 
direction for Council to exhibit the draft LPS.      

During late February 2023, two drop-in sessions were hosted by Council in Margate 
and Kingston that was focussed specifically on the Landscape Conservation Zone as 
there had been some concern raised by community members about the application of 
the zone and the provisions within it.  The sessions were well attended.   

An extensive communications strategy has been developed in anticipation of the LPS 
statutory public exhibition period.  The Land Use Planning and Approvals Act 1993 
specifies minimum exhibition requirements for the LPS, however Kingborough intends 
to go beyond the minimum requirements to maximise the number of people who are 
made aware of the changes to Planning Controls within the municipality. The 
communication strategy focusses on making information easily available to assist 
people to understand the new provisions and by allowing face-to-face questions at a 
number of locations across the municipality.  At the Council meeting on 3 April 2023, it 
was resolved that notification of the impending public exhibition of the LPS would be 
included in the June/July Council Rates Notice, however in the event the TPC’s 
direction is given before that time to undertake public exhibition, there is a commitment 
that the correspondence would be sent separately to landowners.   

Councillors will be provided with an update of the LPS and overview of the consultation 
strategy once all of the post-lodgement meetings with the TPC have been held.     

At the time of writing this report, 19 of the 29 Councils have transitioned over to the 
Tasmanian Planning Scheme (a full list is available on the State Government Website).   

2.4 Customer enquiries 

In the months of January-March 2023, Planning received just under 600 enquiries that 
were not from a person that was a current applicant.  As can been seen in the chart 
following, enquiries included emails, phone calls, counter enquiries and those 
specifically about compliance matters.  The chart demonstrates that the dominant way 
to contact Council is via the phone. 

The chart excludes enquiries regarding strategic planning queries, the new planning 
controls/scheme that is incoming or planning scheme amendments as they are 
captured elsewhere.   
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2.4 Planning Appeal Update 

Below are current planning matters that are before TASCAT.  

Council Ref. / 
Appeal No. 

Proposal Subject 
Site 

Appeal type 
Current 

status/comments/outcome 

DA-2022-103 

P/2023/045 

Visitor 
accommodation 

528 Manuka Road, 
Kettering 

Appeal by 
applicant against 
permit conditions 

Waiting for dates for 
preliminary conference 

DA-2021-439/A  

P/2023/043 

Extension and 
alteration to a 
dwelling 

132 Longeys 
Road, Birchs Bay 

Appeal against 
decision that 
application was not 
accepted as not 
valid 

Waiting from confirmation 
from Tribunal that there is no 
appeal right given the 
application was not valid 

DA-2022-476 

P/2023/041 

Carpark 

1750 Lighthouse 
Road, South Bruny 

Appeal by 
representor 
against decision to 
issue a permit 

Preliminary hearing was 3 
April 2023  

Mediation set for 17 April 
2023 

DA-2022-441 

P/2023/033 

Extension to a 
dwelling 

48 Jacaranda 
Drive, Margate 

Appeal by 
applicant against 
permit conditions 

Preliminary hearing was 24 
March 2023 

Meditation set for 13 April 
2023 

DA-2021-472 

P/2023/010 

Construction of a 
storage shed 

84 Bundalla Road, 
Margate 

Appeal by 
applicant against 
permit conditions 

Mediation underway 

Hearing set for 3 May 2023 

DAS-2021-30 

P/2023-038 

Six lot subdivision 

3614 Bruny Island 
Main Road and Lot 
1 Sheepwash 
Road, Alonnah 

Appeal by 
applicant against 
permit conditions 

Preliminary hearing was 27 
March 2023 

Mediation set for 19 April 
2023 
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Council Ref. / 
Appeal No. 

Proposal Subject 
Site 

Appeal type 
Current 

status/comments/outcome 

DA-2021-708 

P/2022/118 

Building and work 
and commercial 
development 

371 Nierinna 
Road, Margate 

Appeal by 
representors 
against decision to 
issue a permit 

Mediation underway 

3. Building and Plumbing 

3.1 Building and Plumbing Application and inspection numbers 

 

The chart above shows the numbers until the end of March for each year.  The chart 
does not demonstrate all the department’s work but is a representation of one aspect 
that shows activity trends in the local building industry.  Much of the department’s 
regular work activity is in regard to building and plumbing compliance.   

3.2 Building and plumbing non-compliance prevention 

Within the Development Services Building & Plumbing Compliance Plan, a prevention 
initiative Communication Plan has been developed and implemented in consultation 
with Council’s Communications Team.  

The Plan aims to raise community awareness about key building offences that have 
been identified as commonly occurring or illegal high risk building work through 
analysis of recent enforcement activity. Consumer information sheets have been 
developed and communicated through Council’s standard communication platforms.  

The aim of the Communication Plan is to raise community awareness and reduce the 
instances of breaches in these hotspot areas. Some of the frequent recent offences 
include illegal occupancy of non-habitable buildings (i.e. sheds) or incomplete 
dwellings, private pools without safety fencing, unapproved decks and sheds.   

The primary interest in the enforcement and prevention of these offences is public 
safety.  That includes the safety of those who reside at these places including trusting 

0 50 100 150 200 250 300 350 400 450

Building Applications

Plumbing Applications

Statutory Inspections

Building Applications Plumbing Applications Statutory Inspections

end of Mar 2019 108 104 325

end of Mar 2020 110 77 397

end of Mar 2021 183 135 316

end of Mar 2022 140 98 345

end of Mar 2023 112 91 283

Chart comparing application lodgements and inspections 
over the past four years (to date) under the Building Act 

2016

end of Mar 2019 end of Mar 2020 end of Mar 2021 end of Mar 2022 end of Mar 2023
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parties such as children and also visitors to those residences who may unknowingly be 
at risk where the building, deck or shed may fail.   

3.3 Residential Building (Miscellaneous Consumer Protection Amendments) Bill 
2022 

Council provided feedback on the Residential Building (Miscellaneous Consumer 
Protection Amendments) Bill 2022 currently before Parliament, that proposes 
amendments to the Building Act 2016 and the Occupational Licencing Act 2005.  

The Bill focuses on three priority areas to improve consumer protections, being: 

• Dispute Resolution for Residential Building Work; 

• Addressing Defective Building Work; and 

• Accountability of Statutory Office Holders. 

Of particular note, the Act proposes the following: 

• Provides a proposed new role for the Tasmanian Civil and Administrative 
Tribunal (TASCAT) in hearing matters concerning defective building work; 

• Extend consumer options for the rectification of defective building works rectified; 
and  

• Change to the licencing arrangement of Permit Authority under the Building Act 
2016, which will see the Council, as an organisation, now being licenced as the 
Permit Authority rather than individual Council Officers. The Justice Department’s 
intent behind this is to make Councils accountable for not actioning breaches of 
the Building Act 2016 (i.e. illegal occupancy, illegal buildings, defective work etc). 
The Bill would introduce penalties for the General Manager for breaches of the 
Act.  

4. RECOMMENDATION 

That the Development Services Quarterly report be noted. 

 

 

 

ATTACHMENTS 

Nil 
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16 NOTICES OF MOTION 

At the time the Agenda was compiled there were no Notices of Motion received.  

17 CONFIRMATION OF ITEMS TO BE DEALT WITH IN CLOSED SESSION 

RECOMMENDATION 

That in accordance with the Local Government (Meeting Procedures) Regulations 2015 Council, 
by absolute majority, move into closed session to consider the following items: 

Confirmation of Minutes 

Regulation 34(6) In confirming the minutes of a meeting, debate is allowed only in respect of the accuracy of 
the minutes. 

Applications for Leave of Absence 

Regulation 15(2)(h) applications by councillors for a leave of absence 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

In accordance with the Kingborough Council Meetings Audio Recording Guidelines Policy, 
recording of the open session of the meeting will now cease. 

 

Open Session of Council adjourned at  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

OPEN SESSION ADJOURNS  
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OPEN SESSION RESUMES 

 

 

 

RECOMMENDATION 

The Closed Session of Council having met and dealt with its business resolves to report that it has 
determined the following: 

Item  Decision 

Confirmation of Minutes  

Applications for Leave of Absence  

 

 

 

 

 

CLOSURE 
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APPENDIX 
  

 

A Infrastructure Works Report: January - March 2023  

B Kingborough Road Bushfire Risk Asessment Project  

C Current and Ongoing Minute Resolutions (Open Session)  
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A INFRASTRUCTURE WORKS REPORT: JANUARY - MARCH 2023 

File Number: 25.9 

Author: Anthony Verdouw, Executive Officer Engineering Services 

Authoriser: David Reeve, Acting General Manager  

  
Contracted Capital Projects 

1. Public Amenities  

The new public toilets being constructed at Kettering Oval, Christopher Johnson Memorial 
Park and Longley Reserve are nearing completion. 

Whilst delivery of the Kettering and Christopher Johnston Toilets have unfortunately been 
hampered with lengthy delays due to builder availability, the Longley project has proceeded 
relatively smoothly and quickly such that they are all scheduled for completion within the 
same timeframe.  

The continued utilisation of pre-fabricated kit facilities for these works has proven a viable 
and cost efficient solution. Construction timelines and disruption issues on site are typically 
much lower, with considerable cost advantages realised. 

 

Kettering Oval 

 

Longley 

 

Christopher Johnson Memorial Park 
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2. Whitewater Creek Shared Path: 

The Whitewater Creek pathway construction works have recently been completed, with the 
3-metre-wide concrete shared pathway now extending along Whitewater Creek from 
Summerleas Road through to Kingston Park. 

Linemarking and stencilling to denote usage and dog on lead requirements has been 
recently carried out, with additional and consistent route directional signage being organised: 

 

3. Electric Vehicle Charging Station: 

The new electric vehicle charging station installed in the Civic Centre carpark is nearing 
completion. The electrical works are completed, however, delays with some components and 
card reading equipment continues to hamper the commissioning of the facility for public use. 
It is hoped that it will be at least partially operational for use by the end of April. 

 

 

4. Garnett Street Stormwater (Stage 2): 

The Garnett Street Stormwater upgrade works have been completed by State-Wide 
Earthworks Pty Ltd. The work was completed with minimal issues during construction, 
notwithstanding the usual inconveniences and disruptions arising to residents and road 
users. 
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5. Spring Farm and Twin Ovals Shared Path Linkages: 

These projects are currently progressing through the design finalisation/Development 
Application process. Subject to successful development approval, it is hoped to commence 
works before the onset of winter. 

6. Kingston Beach Breakwater Remediation: 

Work has commenced on the rehabilitation of the Kingston Beach Breakwater, to reinstate 
and improve its resilience against large storm surges. This will provide improved protection to 
users of the adjacent boat ramp when launching and retrieving vessels. The works will also 
see the provision of a concrete pathway along its length, improving safety and access for all 
users wishing to enjoy the area. 

 

 

7. Browns Road Stage 2 Construction: 

Tenders have recently been invited for the second stage of Browns Road Reconstruction. 
These works will extend from the Channel Highway junction to the top of the hill near the 
Australia Post depot, joining on to the Stage 1 works completed last year. 
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8. Gormley Drive Oval Upgrades: 

Site works on the oval drainage upgrades have been delayed due to wet weather impacts on 
other contractor projects, along with wet conditions at the Gormley Drive site. 

  

9. Mountain Bike Pump Track: 

Despite some initial construction delays with weather, works on the new pump track at the 
Mountain Bike Park have now been completed and are providing a highly appreciated and 
well utilised facility. Surrounding landscaping works, shelter provision and car park upgrades 
and maintenance are currently being undertaken, to finish the project. 

  

10. Harvey Street sealing, Alonnah (Vicinity # 21 to 54): 

JRV Civil Construction Pty Ltd are progressing with works to construct and seal Harvey 
Street at Alonnah. This work has consisted of installation or upgrade of existing property 
accesses to reflect the road alterations, and then the boxing out of existing subgrades and 
replacement with road base materials. Sealing should be completed during May. 
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11. Snug Tiers Road Reconstruction: 

This project was awarded to Duggans Pty Ltd, and they have recently mobilised and 
commenced preliminary work on site. TasNetworks have recently completed the relocation of 
various poles and infrastructure to enable the reconstruction of the road. 
 
The pole relocations necessitated vegetation clearing, to comply with TasNetworks 
standards and the required alignment of the road. Project completion is estimated for April 
2023, then the contractor will move onto Gemalla Road Reconstruction Stage 2. 

  

12. Gemalla Road Reconstruction - Stage 2: 

The construction work on Gemalla Road stage 2 – the continuation of the road reconstruction 
through to the wharf has been contracted to Duggans Pty Ltd, who successfully completed 
stage 1 earlier this year. Work will be starting following the Contractors completion of current 
works on Snug Tiers Road. 
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Works Department – Works Recently Completed (Mainland Kingborough) 

13. Huon Road – fallen tree removed from over the road after heavy winds: 

  

14. Greenhill Park (Capital) – new fencing constructed: 

 

 

15. Northwest Bay Cemetery – stormwater works and vegetation removal undertaken due to 
blocked drains: 
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16. Taroona Beach – Blue Gum dead limb removal due to request from resident of nearby boat shed: 

  

17. Louise Hinsby (Capital) – playground upgrade complete: 

  

18. McKenzies Road / Leslie Vale (Capital) – remedial track upgrade (Stage 1) completed: 

 
Before 

      
After 
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Before After 

19. Kingston Beach – fencing erected around Blue Gum for pedestrian safety: 

 

 

20. Alum Cliffs – track maintenance undertaken: 

 
Before 

   
After 
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21. Christopher Johnson Memorial Park (Browns River) (Capital) - new toilet facilities landscaping, 
opening prior to Easter: 

   

22. Kingston Park (Capital) – new toilet facilities constructed, they are open and operational: 

 

  

23. Snug Clubrooms – roof maintenance. 

24. Snug Hall – replaced 48 x windows as the previous windows were non-compliant. 

25. Kettering Hall – new blinds installed. 

26. Carinya Street to Roslyn Avenue, Blackmans Bay Local Link (Capital) – new concrete 
footpath constructed: 
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27. KWS (Barretta) (Capital) – asphalt repairs to the tip entrance and reconstructed new section 
of roadway behind the Tip Shop: 

 

 

 

28. Roslyn Avenue, Blackmans Bay (Capital) – asphalt overlays completed as part of Council’s 
reseal program: 

  

29. Saddle Road – red gravel shoulder maintenance: 
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30. Oak Place, Margate – refurbished bike boxes installed: 

  

31. Kaoota Tramway Walking Track – bridge maintenance: 

 
Before After 

32. Culbara Road – sink hole / culvert installation: 

  

33. Woodbridge Hill Road – red gravelled shoulders and asphalt corrections. 

34. Crystal Downs Drive – concrete footpath repairs. 

35. Palmers, Old Station, Summerleas, Allens Rivulet and Maudsleys Roads – maintenance grading. 
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Works Department – Works Recently Completed (Bruny Island) 

36. Adventure Bay Road – asphalt corrections. 

37. Lighthouse Road and Cloudy Bay Road – maintenance grading. 

38. Sharps Road, Trumpeter Bay Road, D’Entrecasteaux Drive – drain cleaning. 

39. KWS (Bruny Island) – drain cleaning on-site. 

40. 56 Blyth Parade – stormwater issues. 

Works Department – Works Underway / Planned (Mainland Kingborough) 

41. Dru Point Playground (Capital) – installation of hammock and carousel and landscaping to be 
completed. 

42. Dru Point (Capital) – drainage construction in the dog walking area. 

43. Nierinna Road (Capital) – walking track bridges to be refurbished. 

44. Longley and Kettering – landscaping around new toilet facilities. 

45. Snug Hall – exterior painting and timber repairs. 

46. Longley (Capital) – landscaping of new toilet facilities. 

47. Van Morey Road – resheeting. 

48. Talbot Road (Capital) – stormwater culvert upgrade. 

49. Howden and Tinderbox Roads – drain cleaning. 

50. Stanfield’s Road (Capital) – stormwater culvert upgrade. 

Works Department – Works Underway / Planned (Bruny Island) 

51. Church Road – drain cleaning. 

52. Apollo Bay and Missionary Roads – maintenance grading. 
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B KINGBOROUGH ROAD BUSHFIRE RISK ASESSMENT PROJECT 

Author: Meg Lorang, Bushfire Management Officer 

Authoriser: Dr Samantha Fox, Director Environment, Development & Community 
Services  

SUMMARY 

Council has statutory obligations under the Fire Service Act 1979, as well as Common Law, for 
managing the risk of fire on its own land, including from its bushland reserves, leased land and 
roadside vegetation. Council also has obligations under the Local Government Act 1993 to provide 
for the health, safety, and welfare of the community. 

Bushfire is one of the greatest risks facing communities in Kingborough. Council’s Interim Planning 
Scheme Bushfire Hazard Code Overlay identifies that the majority of the municipality (more than 
90%) is subject to bushfire hazards. Council has an obligation to manage the risk of bushfire on the 
land that it owns and manages, including roadside verges. The Council owned road network 
consists of 537km of road (including 271 kilometres of sealed road and 266 kilometres of unsealed 
road). 

Roadside vegetation management (particularly beside priority access routes) has been identified 
as a key priority under recommendations arising from the Royal Commission into Natural Disaster 
Arrangements following the devastating bushfires on the mainland in 2019-20. Although it is 
strongly advised not to travel on roads during a bushfire, unfortunately travelling in and/or 
sheltering in a vehicle during a fire is often a last resort, necessitating taking action to reduce 
associated risks. 

At the start of the 2022-23 bushfire season, the Chief Officer of the Tasmania Fire Service 
requested the assistance of Councils in managing roadside vegetation to reduce bushfire risk in 
Tasmania. The Chief emphasised the importance of the role that roadside vegetation management 
plays in relation to fire containment, road user safety, control lines for use as fire breaks and post 
fire recovery. 

Council’s bushfire risk mitigation program has to date focused on reducing the risk of bushfire 
within its bushland reserves. Council’s roadside slashing program has not prioritised roadside 
vegetation management works based on bushfire risk, but rather on the basis of line of sight/road 
safety or aesthetic reasons. 

Council engaged the services of Information Technology specialists from the University of 
Melbourne to perform a roadside bushfire risk assessment to identify the road segments in 
Kingborough with the highest risk from bushfires. The Road Bushfire Risk Assessment Project was 
undertaken as a joint collaboration with the University of Melbourne Faculty of Engineering and 
Information Technology and was jointly funded by Council and a grant under the Natural Disaster 
Risk Reduction Grants Program. 

Methodology for the Kingborough Road Bushfire Risk Assessment was based on the road bushfire 
risk assessment guideline and mapping methodology developed by VicRoads following the 2009 
bushfires in Victoria. 

The project had two intended outcomes. The first was to determine the road segments within 
Council’s road network with management priorities from a bushfire risk perspective. The second 
was to develop a roadside risk modelling tool (in the form of ArcGIS script) that will be freely 
available for use by other interested stakeholders including Councils, the Department of State 
Growth and the Tasmania Fire Service. 

The risk assessment results contained in the Kingborough Roadside Bushfire Risk Assessment 
Report will enable the prioritisation of Council’s roadside vegetation management program based 
on bushfire risk. Implementation of works on roadside locations identified as high priority during the 
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Road Bushfire Risk Assessment is currently being costed. Implementation will be funded through 
Council’s Bushfire operational budget, with additional funding if required sought from external 
sources such as natural disaster risk grant funding or through future Council budget processes.   

Results of the Kingborough Road Bushfire Risk Assessment were presented to Councillors at a 
workshop in March 2023. Council will provide information from the Road Bushfire Risk Assessment 
Project to the community as well as other Councils, the Department of State Growth and the 
Tasmania Fire Service. Council will also make available at no cost the Decision Support Tool (GIS 
Script) developed during the project. This tool will enable other stakeholders to apply their own 
datasets to the tool and run the model to produce their own road bushfire risk assessment if they 
wish. 

 

ATTACHMENTS 

1. Kingborough Road Bushfire Risk Assessment Final Report    
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C CURRENT AND ONGOING MINUTE RESOLUTIONS (OPEN SESSION) 

 

CURRENT 

Nil 

STILL BEING ACTIONED 

Resolution Title Housing Statement 
Meeting Date 6 February 2023 

Minute No. C33/2-2023 
Status In progress 

Responsible Officer Director Environment, Development & Community Services 
Officers Comments The housing Statement is currently being drafted.  

Anticipated Date of Completion June 2023 

Resolution Title Continuous Improvement Policy 

Meeting Date 19 December 2022 

Minute No. C494/24-2022 

Status Not yet commenced  

Responsible Officer Chief Financial Officer 

Officers Comments Policy to be prepared 

Anticipated Date of Completion April 2023 

Resolution Title Multicultural Strategy 
Meeting Date 19 December 2022 

Minute No. C498/24-2022 
Status In progress 

Responsible Officer Director Environment, Development & Community Services 
Officers Comments Project plan is being prepared. An Advisory Group will be 

formed in the coming months to commence development of 
the Strategy.  

Anticipated Date of Completion July 2024 

Resolution Title Tinderbox Beach Erosion Management – Community 
Consultation Report 

Meeting Date 5 December 2022 

Minute No. C475/23-2022 

Status Ongoing 

Responsible Officer Manager Environmental Services 

Officers Comments Development of a local plan for Tinderbox Reserve to be 
considered in 23/24 budget 

Anticipated Date of Completion June 2023 

Resolution Title Communication of Local Provisions Schedule (LPS), 
Specifically the Landscape Conservation Zone (LCZ) 

Meeting Date 5 December 2022 
Minute No. C478/23-2022 

Status Ongoing 
Responsible Officer Manager Development Services 
Officers Comments Drop-in sessions to occur in February 2023. Further 

communication mid-2023 

Anticipated Date of Completion July 2023 
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Resolution Title Entire Home Short Stay Accommodation 

Meeting Date 5 September 2022 

Minute No. C367/17-2022 

Status Ongoing 

Responsible Officer Manager Development Services 

Officers Comments Establishing parameters of the report 

Anticipated Date of Completion 2023 

Resolution Title Speed Limit on Woodbridge Hill Road 

Meeting Date 6 June 2022 

Minute No. C256/10-2022 

Status Ongoing 

Responsible Officer Director Engineering Services 

Officers Comments Still waiting on the Transport Commission to provide a 
resolution. 

Anticipated Date of Completion April 2023 

Resolution Title Glyphosate 

Meeting Date 7 February 2022 

Minute No. C54/2-2022 

Status Ongoing 

Responsible Officer Director Environment, Development & Community Services 

Officers Comments International research assessing the carcinogenic nature of 
glyphosate was released earlier this year.  A report will come 
to Council addressing the outcomes of the research and its 
application to Council’s use of herbicide this financial year. 

Anticipated Date of Completion June 2023 

Resolution Title Kingborough Bicycle Advisory Committee 

Meeting Date 3 May 2021 

Minute No. C211/8-2021 

Status Ongoing 

Responsible Officer Manager Development Services 

Officers Comments Awaiting direction from the Planning Commission as to when 
the Scheme may progress 

Anticipated Date of Completion May 2023 

Resolution Title Petition: Development of Walking Track in Spring Farm 
and Whitewater Park Estates to Connect to Huntingfield 

Meeting Date 1 March 2021 

Minute No. C94/4-2021 

Status Commenced 

Responsible Officer Senior Project Manager 

Officers Comments To be undertaken as a capital project in 2022/23 

Anticipated Date of Completion June 2023 

Resolution Title Hobart City Deal and Implementing the Kingston Place 
Strategy 

Meeting Date 13 July 2020 

Minute No. C397/13-2020 

Status Ongoing 

Responsible Officer Director Governance, Recreation & Property Services 

Officers Comments Main street work underway 

Anticipated Date of Completion November 2023 
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Resolution Title Funding for Public Infrastructure Required to Support 
Large Sub-divisions 

Meeting Date 22 July 2020 

Minute No. C429/14-2020 

Status In progress 

Responsible Officer Director Environment, Development, Community 

Officers Comments LGAT has released a discussion paper (April 22) which is 
being reviewed by officers to provide feedback.  

Anticipated Date of Completion Unknown 
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	15.1 Donation of Land to Hobart Women's Shelter
	1. Purpose
	1.1 The purpose of this report is to recommend the donation of land in Gormley Drive, Kingston to the Hobart Women’s Shelter (HWS).

	2. Background
	2.1 At its meeting of 6 February 2023, Council resolved to agree in in principle to the donation of land at Gormley Drive to the Hobart Women’s Shelter for the purpose of developing long term housing for women and children and to advertise this intent...
	2.2 Council’s decision was subject to a further report providing the details of the following:

	3. Statutory Requirements
	3.1 This report is being considered in Open Session in accordance with Section 15(3)(c) of the Local Government (Meeting Procedures) Regulations 2015.
	3.2 Disposal of the land by Council is subject to the provisions of Section 178 of the Local Government Act 1993.
	3.3 The land forms part of the Kingborough Sports Precinct title and a subdivision will be required in order for Council to transfer ownership to the Hobart Women’s Shelter.
	3.4 A development application will be required for the construction of any housing on the land.

	4. Discussion
	4.1 Council received one objection to the proposed donation of the land during the prescribed statutory advertising period.
	4.2 The objection came from a neighbouring resident, who expressed concern that the proposal would result in “men jumping our fences to get at these women”.
	4.3 Whilst not an official objection to the proposal, feedback was received (via a Councillor) expressing the following concerns:
	i) The concentration of crisis accommodation in one area.
	ii) Crisis from domestic violence can be ongoing for many years.
	iii) Time taken for police to respond to family violence.
	iv) The best model for crisis accommodation is to provide a mixture of housing.
	v) Increased focus on the area by former partners.
	vi)   Council may be creating a ghetto for traumatised individuals and families.
	4.4 In response to these concerns, one very important point needs to be kept in mind, being that the HWS is not proposing to build crisis accommodation on the site.
	4.5 Crisis accommodation will continue to be provided by the HWS at their current site, with the Gormley Drive site to be used for women that need long-term housing to provide a pathway out of their crisis Shelter.
	4.6 The HWS would not place a woman into a home where there is a known risk, and each individual/family would be assessed to determine if there are any safety risks.
	4.7 The intention is to have a mix of families residing at the Gormley Drive site on a long-term basis and there will not be a continual rotation of residents.  The mix of families will be a key consideration for the HWS when undertaking assessment an...
	4.8 The second point in relation to the concerns expressed above is that it is a fallacy to believe that building homes for women attracts family violence.  The major driver of family violence is gender inequality - that is, the unequal distribution o...
	4.9 The notion that Council is creating a “ghetto”, is in no way supported by the concept plans provided by the HWS.  The proposal is for architecturally designed homes that are aesthetically pleasing, durable and sustainable, which will add to rather...
	4.10 Having assessed the objections received, it is considered that they are ill-founded and provide no basis for Council to reverse its decision with respect to disposal of the land.

	5. Finance
	5.1 In accordance with Section 177 of the Local Government Act, an independent valuation on the land has been obtained, indicating a market value of $500,000.
	5.2 The HWS has indicated that they would pay full rates on the homes once developed that over time would offset the value of the land donation.
	5.3 There will be costs associated with the survey, subdivision and transfer of the land that are proposed will be met by the HWS as part of their contribution towards the project.

	6. Environment
	6.1 There are some mature White Gums on the site, the protection of which would need to be considered as part of the development application process.

	7. Communication and Consultation
	7.1 Public notification of Council’s intention to donate the land was undertaken in accordance with Section 178(4) of the Local Government Act ie publication on two separate occasions in the Mercury and a site notice posted on the boundary of the land...
	7.2 In addition, a media article was prepared in relation to the proposal that was published in the Kingborough Chronicle and was covered by local radio stations.

	8. Risk
	8.1 There is a risk that having transferred ownership of the land, it will be sold or not developed for the intended purpose.
	8.2 This can be mitigated either by the inclusion of a covenant on the title requiring that the land revert to Council ownership if it is not developed or used for the specific purpose of providing long term housing for women and children.
	8.3 Alternatively, a condition can be included in the transfer contract that provides a call option in favour of Council and a right to caveat the land.

	9. Conclusion
	9.1 Council has advertised its intent to donate public land to the Hobart Women’s Shelter with only one objection received.
	9.2 It is considered that the grounds of the objection do not warrant a reversal of Council’s decision and accordingly, it is recommended that the donation of the land proceed subject to conditions.

	10. Recommendation
	Attachments

	15.2 Financial Report - March 2023
	1. Purpose
	1.1 The purpose of this report is to provide the March 2023 financial report information to Council for review.

	2. Background
	2.1 The attached report has been prepared based on current information with estimates being used where final information is not available.
	2.2 The high inflation rate is having a substantial impact on Council’s financial results with several large increases in expenditure being experienced.

	3. Statutory Requirements
	3.1 There are no specific requirements under the Local Government Act 1993 regarding financial reporting, however best practice would indicate that a monthly financial report is required to enable adequate governance of financial information.

	4. Discussion
	4.1 The Summary Operating Statement contains several variances to the original budget. The following are the major variances and explanations:
	 Rates are $265k over budget due primarily to the receipt of $293k of supplementary rates in the three months from September to November 2022. The reason for the substantial amount is the catch-up in supplementary rates from March 2022 that were dela...
	 Statutory Fees and Fines are $353k under budget due to revenue from planning being $191k under budget because of post approval and planning application fee income being less than expected. Building and Plumbing fees are $40k under budget due to a sl...
	 User fees are $98k over budget due to greater than expected income from the Sports Centre (+$25k), Community Hub (+$22k) and Turf rental income (+$34k) from the cricket ground usage due to the Twin Ovals being used as a training venue for the ICC Wo...
	 Grants Recurrent are $358k under budget due to the amount of prepaid grant income received in 2021/22. This variance will be eliminated when Council receives the prepaid amount at the end of 2022/23.
	 Other income is $323k under budget primarily due to Private Works revenue of $316k under budget as a result of the loss of the State Government contract for Bruny Island.
	 Employee Costs are $109k over budget due primarily to sundry staff costs being over budget as a result of costs associated with the recruitment of staff adding around $70k to expenses. Also, annual leave usage is around $45k less than predicted over...
	 Materials and Services are $320k over budget due primarily to expenditure on unsealed roads as a result of rain damage in the first half of the year. Also fuel costs are $89k over budget due to the impacts of higher fuel costs.
	 Other Expenses are $505k over budget due primarily to expenditure on land tax being $303k over budget due to increased charges and a timing issue that has resulted in $1757 of expenditure paid in March with the budget in April. Council election cost...
	 Profit on sale of assets is $227k over budget with $159k associated with the sale of land which is not part of the underlying surplus calculation. The remainder relates to sale of plant. No budget is allocated to this income as the result is difficu...
	 Interest income is $418k over budget due to the recent increases in interest rates producing additional interest income.
	 Grants Capital is over budget by $1.3m due to grants carried over from 2021/22, the largest being $2.2m for the Transform Kingston project. Council has received $381K in capital grants made up of $100k for the Woodbridge footpath, $175k for the King...
	4.2 Council’s cash and investments amount to $17.6m at the end of the month, which is down $3.9m from the March 2022 figure. Borrowings of $22.3 million offset this amount. There is $5.9m in borrowings maturing in June 2023 which will be repaid from t...

	5. Finance
	5.1 Council’s result for March 2023 is a $5.0 million underlying surplus, which is a $994k unfavourable variance on the budget for 2022/23. The forecast result for 2022/23 of a $329k underlying deficit, which is down $350k on the original budget. The ...

	6. Environment
	6.1 There are no environmental issues associated with this matter.

	7. Communication and Consultation
	7.1 The financial results for March 2023 are available for public scrutiny in the Council meeting agenda.

	8. Risk
	8.1 The result to March 2023 while below budget expectations, does not present a significant financial risk to Council.

	9. Conclusion
	9.1 Council is on track to deliver a result that is below the budget for 2022/23.

	10. Recommendation
	Attachments
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	Attachments
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	A Infrastructure Works Report: January - March 2023
	B Kingborough Road Bushfire Risk Asessment Project
	SUMMARY
	Council has statutory obligations under the Fire Service Act 1979, as well as Common Law, for managing the risk of fire on its own land, including from its bushland reserves, leased land and roadside vegetation. Council also has obligations under the ...
	Bushfire is one of the greatest risks facing communities in Kingborough. Council’s Interim Planning Scheme Bushfire Hazard Code Overlay identifies that the majority of the municipality (more than 90%) is subject to bushfire hazards. Council has an obl...
	Roadside vegetation management (particularly beside priority access routes) has been identified as a key priority under recommendations arising from the Royal Commission into Natural Disaster Arrangements following the devastating bushfires on the mai...
	At the start of the 2022-23 bushfire season, the Chief Officer of the Tasmania Fire Service requested the assistance of Councils in managing roadside vegetation to reduce bushfire risk in Tasmania. The Chief emphasised the importance of the role that ...
	Council’s bushfire risk mitigation program has to date focused on reducing the risk of bushfire within its bushland reserves. Council’s roadside slashing program has not prioritised roadside vegetation management works based on bushfire risk, but rath...
	Council engaged the services of Information Technology specialists from the University of Melbourne to perform a roadside bushfire risk assessment to identify the road segments in Kingborough with the highest risk from bushfires. The Road Bushfire Ris...
	Methodology for the Kingborough Road Bushfire Risk Assessment was based on the road bushfire risk assessment guideline and mapping methodology developed by VicRoads following the 2009 bushfires in Victoria.
	The project had two intended outcomes. The first was to determine the road segments within Council’s road network with management priorities from a bushfire risk perspective. The second was to develop a roadside risk modelling tool (in the form of Arc...
	The risk assessment results contained in the Kingborough Roadside Bushfire Risk Assessment Report will enable the prioritisation of Council’s roadside vegetation management program based on bushfire risk. Implementation of works on roadside locations ...
	Results of the Kingborough Road Bushfire Risk Assessment were presented to Councillors at a workshop in March 2023. Council will provide information from the Road Bushfire Risk Assessment Project to the community as well as other Councils, the Departm...
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