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1. Terms of reference 
• John Maddock, 1 Maddocks Rd, Kingston requested this assessment of potential impact by soil overfill and access infrastructure on existing trees at 105 

Maddocks Rd, Kingston.  

o The scope of works is subject of a retrospective development application before Kingborough Council – DA-2021-688. 

o Trees included in this report are native species with trunk diameter greater than 0.25 m at 1.5m above the ground growing within 15 m of the 

works.  

 

• Ground based inspection of the trees was completed on 10/01/2024.  
 

• Drawing used for this assessment were provided by J. Maddock:  
o Detail Plan, Importation of Soil to 105 Maddocks Rd., Kingston. See Figure 1.  

2. Findings summary 
• The soil overfill impacts on TPZs of four trees: A, E, F and J .  

 

• Encroachment over the theoretical root zones of trees A, F and J is minor. The trees do not appear impacted by the encroachment. No remedial action is 
necessary. 

 

• Encroachment over the TPZ of tree E exceeds a minor level but appears to have had no impact on the vitality of this individual. E. ovata are naturally 
resistant to reduced oxygen levels and prolonged soil saturation – both characteristics reduce the potential impact of reduced aeration of roots impacted 
by soil overfill.  

o Regardless of the current healthy status of tree E, I recommend that the overfill be removed off its TPZ. 
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3. Site plan and nearby trees 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Figure 1. Plan of the soil 
by P&J Sheds.  
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4. Impact of the works on nearby trees 

4.1 Tree inspection data 

Tree 
Species 

DBH 
(cm) TPZ (m) Enc. Enc % Ret. Recommendation 

A E. obliqua 25 3.0 Shallow 
gravel 
driveway 
topping 

10 Y No remedial action necessary 

B E. obliqua 30 3.6 N/A   Y No remedial action necessary 

C E. pulchella 72 8.6 N/A   Y No remedial action necessary 

D E. pulchella 30 3.6 N/A   Y No remedial action necessary 

E E. ovata 72 8.6 Soil overfill 18 Y Remove fill from TPZ 

F E. pulchella 78 9.4 Soil overfill 3 Y No remedial action necessary 

G E. ovata 40 4.8 N/A   Y No remedial action necessary 

H E. ovata 50 6.0 N/A   Y No remedial action necessary 

J E. globulus 30 3.6 Soil overfill 4 Y No remedial action necessary 

K E. ovata 60 7.2 N/A   Y No remedial action necessary 

L E. ovata 70 8.4 N/A   Y No remedial action necessary 

M E. ovata 50 6.0 N/A   Y No remedial action necessary 

N E. ovata 26 3.1 N/A   Y No remedial action necessary 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

Tree  - tree number in attached plans 
Species  - botanical name of tree 
DBH - trunk diameter over bark at approximately 1.4m above the ground (cm) 
TPZ    - tree protection zone radius (m)* 
Enc. - nature of encroachment into tree protection zone 
Enc % - proportion of the TPZ impacted by proposed works 
RET. - retention recommendation (Y – yes, to be retained; N – no, tree to be removed) 
Recommendation - management recommendations 
 

• - TPZ dimensions were guided by AS 4970-2009, Protection of trees on development sites. 
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5. Tree protection / remedial action 
 

• Encroachment over the TPZ of tree E exceeds a minor level – removal of the overfill from the TPZ is recommended. The overfill could be pulled off the TPZ 
with an excavator working from outside the TPZ and to the south-west of tree E.  

 

• Exercise care not to scalp the preexisting soil surface which could result in unintended root damage. Retention of a shallow layer of overfill, up to 200 mm 
deep, is preferable to scalping of the preexisting soil surface.  
 

• Mark the extent of TPZs of nearby trees with stakes and barrier tape during future works at this site.  
o General machinery use over the site must avoid tracking over the TPZ of existing nearby trees. General restrictions to excavation, storage or 

disposal of building materials apply to the TPZs of trees not directly impacted by the scope of works shown in Figure 1.  
 

 
 
 

 


