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GUIDELINES FOR PUBLIC QUESTIONS 

Section 31 of the Local Government (Meeting Procedures) Regulations 2015 

 

Questions from the public may either be submitted to the General Manager in writing or asked 
verbally at an Ordinary Council meeting.  Any question asked must only relate to the activities of 
Council [Section 31(2)(b)].   

This guideline is provided to assist the public with the requirements of Public Question Time as set 
out in the Local Government (Meeting Procedures) Regulations 2015 as well as determinations 
made by Council.  You are reminded that the public question forum is designed to accommodate 
questions only and neither the questions nor answers will be debated. 

Questions on Notice 

Written questions on notice must be received at least seven (7) days before an Ordinary Council 
meeting [Section 31(1)] and must be clearly headed ‘Question/s on Notice’.  The period of 7 days 
includes Saturdays, Sundays and statutory holidays but does not include the day on which notice is 
given or the day of the Ordinary Council meeting [Section 31(8)]. 

Questions Without Notice 

The Chairperson of an Ordinary Council meeting must ensure that, if required, at least 15 minutes 
is made available for public questions without notice [Section 31(3)].  A question without notice must 
not relate to any matter that is listed on the agenda for that meeting. 

A question by any member of the public and an answer to that question is not to be debated at the 
meeting [Section 31(4)].  If a response to a question cannot be provided at the meeting, the question 
will be taken on notice and will be included in the following Ordinary Council meeting agenda, or as 
soon as practicable, together with the response to that question.  

There is to be no discussion, preamble or embellishment of any question asked without notice, and 
the Chairperson may require that a member of the public immediately put the question. 

The Chairperson can determine whether a question without notice will not be accepted but must 
provide reasons for refusing to accept the said question [Section 31 (6)].  The Chairperson may 
require a question without notice to be put on notice and in writing. 

The Chairperson may rule a question inappropriate, and thus inadmissible if in his or her opinion it 
has already been asked, is unclear, irrelevant, offensive or relates to any matter which would 
normally be considered in Closed Session.  The Chairperson may require that a member of the 
public immediately put the question. 
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AGENDA of an Ordinary Meeting of Council 
Kingborough Civic Centre, 15 Channel Highway, Kingston 

Monday, 3 June 2024 at 5.30pm 

 

1 AUDIO RECORDING 

The Chairperson will declare the meeting open, welcome all in attendance and advise that Council 
meetings are recorded and made publicly available on its website.  In accordance with Council’s 
policy the Chairperson will request confirmation that the audio recording has commenced. 

2 ACKNOWLEDGEMENT OF TRADITIONAL CUSTODIANS 

The Chairperson will acknowledge the traditional custodians of this land, pay respects to elders past 
and present, and acknowledge today’s Tasmanian Aboriginal community.  

3 ATTENDEES 

Councillors: 

Mayor Councillor P Wriedt 
Deputy Mayor Councillor C Glade-Wright 
Councillor A Antolli 
Councillor D Bain 
Councillor G Cordover 
Councillor K Deane 
Councillor F Fox 
Councillor A Midgley 
Councillor M Richardson 
Councillor C Street 

4 APOLOGIES 

 

5 CONFIRMATION OF MINUTES 

RECOMMENDATION 

That: 

(a) Council rescind it’s decision of 20 May 2024 (minute reference C125/9-2024) confirming the 
Minutes of the open session of the Council Meeting No. 8 held on 6 May 2024. 

(b) The updated Minutes of the open session of the Council Meeting No. 8 held on 6 May 2024 be 
confirmed as a true record. 

(c) The Minutes of the open session of the Council Meeting No. 9 held on 20 May 2024 be 
confirmed as a true record. 
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6 WORKSHOPS HELD SINCE LAST COUNCIL MEETING 

Date Topic Detail 

27 May Jack Jumpers Update on the Jack Jumpers High Performance Centre 

 Budget Final discussions on the draft budget for 2024/25 

7 DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST 

In accordance with Regulation 8 of the Local Government (Meeting Procedures) Regulations 2015 
and Council’s adopted Code of Conduct, the Mayor requests Councillors to indicate whether they 
have, or are likely to have, a pecuniary interest (any pecuniary benefits or pecuniary detriment) or 
conflict of interest in any item on the Agenda. 

8 TRANSFER OF AGENDA ITEMS 

Are there any items, which the meeting believes, should be transferred from this agenda to the closed 
agenda or from the closed agenda to the open agenda, in accordance with the procedures allowed 
under Section 15 of the Local Government (Meeting Procedures) Regulations 2015. 

9 QUESTIONS WITHOUT NOTICE FROM THE PUBLIC 

 

10 QUESTIONS ON NOTICE FROM THE PUBLIC 

10.1 Bus Interchange 

Ms Helen McKeon submitted the following question on notice: 

Could Council please provide an update on the status of the new bus interchange, including an 
estimated date of the relocation of the current temporary stops located on Goshawk Way?  

Officer’s Response: 

It is Council’s desire to see the temporary bus stops in Goshawk Way relocated to the Kingston Main 
Street as soon as possible.  However, we are awaiting the results of an independent assessment on 
the bus interchange that has been commissioned by the Department of State Growth.  This report is 
expected by the end of this month, with the timeframe for the relocation of the bus stops dependent 
on whether modifications to the interchange are required and the availability of contractors to 
undertake the work. 

Daniel Smee, Director Governance, Recreation & Property Services 

11 QUESTIONS WITHOUT NOTICE FROM COUNCILLORS 
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12 QUESTIONS ON NOTICE FROM COUNCILLORS 

12.1 Rates Notices 

At the Council meeting held on 20 May 2024, Cr Midgley asked the following question without notice 
to the Chief Executive Officer, with a response that the question would be taken on notice: 

How many residents receive their rates notice via email and how many receive their rates notice via 
post? 

Officer’s Response: 

There are currently 5,900 properties who have elected to receive their rate notices by email, or BPAY 
View. BPAY View is an option to receive accounts electronically via the banking system. This is just 
under 32% of the total rate notices generated. 

Tim Jones, Manager Finance 

  

12.2 Parking Enforcement 

Cr Cordover submitted the following question on notice: 

1. What are the non-commercial-in-confidence details of Council’s contracts with the private 
sector for parking enforcement services, such as serving infringements on vehicles in private 
carparks? 

2. How much revenue does Council receive from those parking enforcement contracts?  

3. Are those contracts set at competitive market rates? 

4. What is the impact of competitive neutrality regulations on these contracts? 

5. Do Council's compliance officers enforce parking time limits on foot or do they employ the use 
of pole or vehicle-mounted camera enforcement solutions or other licence-plate recognition 
technologies? 

6. If such technologies are employed, what are the privacy implications of surveilling and storing 
vehicle data on all vehicles in an enforcement area instead of collecting data on offending 
vehicles only? 

7. What steps does council take to minimise the data it collects and retains about non-offending 
vehicles?  

Officer’s Response: 

1. Council officers are authorised by the Tasmanian government to issue traffic infringement 
notices within Kingborough for prescribed offences in accordance with s.9(2) of the Traffic Act 
1925. S.43L of the Traffic Act 1925 states “A traffic infringement notice or notice of demand 
may be served by fixing it to the vehicle or other thing in respect of which the offence occurred.” 
The private parking area agreements detail: 

• The duration of the agreement; 

• That the landowner grants Council officers, employees and agents the right to enter the 
landowner’s property for the purposes of monitoring and enforcing parking restrictions;  

• The landowner is responsible for the installation and maintenance of signage in 
accordance with the current Tasmanian Road Rules;  
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• Council Officers conduct a set number of patrols each week, which occur at different 
days and times; 

• Council provides a monthly report to the landowners which includes number of patrols 
and infringements issued;   

• Council manages all administration, issues traffic infringement notices, and retains all 
subsequent revenue; and  

• If applicable, the owner pays Council an annual fee for service.  

2. The total fee’s paid (revenue) pursuant to the private parking area agreements are $6,600 
(2023-24). As of 30 April 2024, Council’s financial report showed Councils income from Parking 
– Fees & fines as $82,450, with a forecasted annual budget of $112,000.  

3. On review of Council’s data, parking enforcement on private land has been occurring since 
approximately 2005. The fees paid within Council’s private parking area agreements are 
calculated on the amount of car parks situated on the private land. Each municipality that has 
private parking area agreements (or similar) manage these agreements on an individual basis, 
subject to the municipalities needs.    

4. There are no competitive neutrality regulation impacts on the agreements, as competitive 
neutrality principles only apply to significant business activities rather than regulatory or 
governance activities (parking enforcement being a regulatory activity). Furthermore, excluding 
Tasmania Police, Council is the only local authority authorised by the Tasmanian government 
to issue traffic infringement notices within the Kingborough municipality, so no net competitive 
advantage is gained because of public sector ownership.  

5. Council officers conduct foot patrols and no pole or vehicle-mounted camera enforcement 
solutions or other licence-plate recognition technologies are used.  

6. Such technologies are not used.  

7. No data is collected from non-offending vehicles.  

Scott Basham, Manager Legal & Property 

13 PETITIONS STILL BEING ACTIONED  

There are no petitions still being actioned. 

14 PETITIONS RECEIVED IN LAST PERIOD 

At the time the Agenda was compiled no Petitions had been received. 
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15 OFFICERS REPORTS TO COUNCIL 

15.1 OPERATIONAL AND CAPITAL BUDGETS AND RATES RESOLUTION 2024/25 

File Number: 10.47 

Author: David Spinks, Director People & Finance 

Authoriser: Dave Stewart, Chief Executive Officer  

  
Strategic Plan Reference 

Key Priority Area: 2    Deliver quality infrastructure and services.  

Strategic Outcome: 2.4  The organisation has a corporate culture that delivers quality customer 
service, encourages innovation and has high standards of 
accountability.  

 

1. PURPOSE 

1.1 The purpose of this report is to present Council with the Operational Budget, Capital 
Works Budget, and rates resolution for 2024/25.   

2. BACKGROUND 

2.1 Each year the Council is responsible for preparing and adopting budget estimates for the 
coming financial year.   

2.2 As part of this Council sets the level of rates and charges necessary to generate the 
income required to deliver the services detailed in the budget.   

2.3 The Council also sets fees and charges for the provision of services.  There were set at 
the 20 May ordinary council meeting.  

2.4 The Council is the custodian of a very large asset portfolio on behalf of the community. 
This includes road networks, stormwater systems, a range of buildings for many different 
services, sporting and recreation facilities, plus walking tracks, and playgrounds.   This 
is valued at over one billion dollars on a replacement cost basis.  The operation, 
maintenance, and associated depreciation cost represents a significant proportion of the 
annual budget.   

2.5 Council faces some financial challenges.  This has been recognised in the past through 
its long-term financial plan which has sought to move council toward recording underlying 
operating surpluses.   

2.6 However, this objective has not yet been achieved.  The current financial year 
demonstrates this.  Council entered the year budgeting for a small underlying surplus, 
but as reported in its monthly finance reports, for a variety of reasons a significant 
operating loss of $2.379M is forecast.  

2.7 Council’s current long-term financial plan was approved in June 2023.  The financial plan 
is under review and an update to address the above and other challenges and will be 
tabled for adoption either later this calendar year, or in early 2025.  This budget begins 
the process of Council taking the necessary actions to respond to these challenges.   

2.8 Council has held a number of workshop sessions over the past few months considering 
all aspects associated with the 2024/25 operational budget estimates, capital works 
program and financial plan.   
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2.9 The following financial statements have been included within the Budget: 

2.9.1 Budget Income and Expenditure Statement; 

2.9.2 Budget Capital Works Program; 

2.9.3 Cash flow statement. 

2.10 As part of the budget process, information on the capital and operational budgets has 
been provided to the community for feedback. This is further discussed below and a 
summary of the submissions received during the budget consultation period, is provided 
in the attached papers.  The budget submissions were reviewed by Council at workshops 
on 22 April and 13 May 2024. 

2.11 Council recognises the proposed rate increase is significant.  Council already has a 
hardship policy and processes in place to assist those experiencing difficulty in paying 
their rates.  However, Council has reviewed its policy to extend the assistance available.  
This matter is addressed in a separate report on this Council meeting agenda.   

3. STATUTORY REQUIREMENTS 

3.1 The Local Government Act 1993 requires that the Chief Executive Officer must prepare 
estimates of Council’s revenues and expenditure for each financial year.  The budget 
estimates are to contain details of the following: 

3.1.1 The estimated revenue of the Council; 

3.1.2 The estimated expenditure of the Council; 

3.1.3 The estimated borrowings by the Council; and 

3.1.4 The estimated capital works of the Council.   

3.2 Part 9 of the Local Government Act 1993 provides Council with the ability to determine 
the rates and charges that may be applied to properties within its municipal area. 

3.3 The Act requires that the budget estimates must be set by Council not earlier than 1 June 
and not later than 31 August. 

3.4 Estimates for the financial year must be adopted by the Council, with or without 
alteration, by absolute majority. 

4. OPERATING BUDGET 

4.1 Council’s 2024/25 budget, Attachment 1, shows an overall operating deficit of $0.527M.   

4.2 The budgeted underlying operating result, which removes capital and non-recurring 
items, and which is regarded as a better performance measure, is a deficit of $2.12M.   

4.3 There are a number of matters influencing this budget and these are discussed as 
follows. 

4.4 Underlying operating deficits.  Council has been recording underlying operating deficits 
on a regular basis for an extended period of time.  This is not a sustainable financial 
practice.  Council has recognised this, and previous versions of Council’s long-term 
financial plan have sought to move Council to underlying operating surpluses.  However, 
this has not been achieved. 

4.5 Council is currently forecasting an underlying operating deficit for the current financial 
year of $2.379M.  It entered the year budgeting for a small underlying surplus.   
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4.6 It is important that Council moves to recording modest underlying operating surpluses to 
provide a buffer against unexpected costs, unexpected events eg costs arising from 
storm events, and to provide funds for asset renewal. 

4.7 Depreciation.  One of the major reasons for Council forecasting an underlying deficit in 
the current year, and budgeting for another in 2024/25, is an increase in depreciation 
costs.  The reasons for this have been set out in the finance reports tabled monthly at 
Council meetings, and discussed in the budget workshops, and they are: 

4.7.1 The revaluation of the Stormwater asset class in which substantially increased 
valuations; 

4.7.2 The estimated impacts of the 2023/24 revaluations of the Open Space and 
Buildings asset classes; 

4.7.3 The indexation of asset values to reflect increasing asset replacement costs (for 
classes not being revalued this year); 

4.7.4 The estimated impact of the capitalisation of completed capital works currently 
classified as work in progress; and 

4.7.5 The bringing to account in 2024/25 of the streetlighting asset class.   

4.8 In two years this has seen depreciation increase from $12.565M for the year ended 
30/6/23 to a budget for 2024/25 of $16.49M.   

4.9 Cash position.  Again, as reported in the monthly finance reports, Council’s cash position 
is at low levels.  This follows a large capital works program, including Kingston Park and 
the CBD, over recent years.  It is important that the cash position is restored to more 
sustainable levels.   

4.10 Kingston Park development and borrowings.  Delays with the development of further 
stages of Kingston Park are also impacting on Council’s cash position, meaning intended 
debt retirement needs to be delayed.  Council currently has $13.922M of debt and the 
current financial plan assumes all debt will be extinguished by 2027/28 and with the 
majority, some $9.1M, being repaid in 2024/25 and 2025/26.  However, this will not be 
able to occur.  All of Council’s current loans of $13.922M mature in June 2024 and 
January 2025 and will need to be rolled over and new terms entered into which will result 
in increased interest costs.  In 2024/25 interest cost is budgeted at $610,000. Based on 
current knowledge and forecasts it is not expected that any debt reduction will take place 
until 2026/27.    

4.11 Employee costs.  The budget includes an increase in employee costs from $18.07M to 
$19.83M or 9.7%.  This increase primarily represents the 4% salary and wage increase 
pursuant to Council’s enterprise agreement, together with some additional employee 
positions to continue Council’s service to a growing community. Following discussion at 
the workshops with councillors, the filling of these roles will be staggered across the year 
to reduce the financial effect to half.    

4.12 Council investment.  Council holds an ownership interest in Southern Waste Solutions 
(SWS) by way of a 20% ownership of the Copping Refuse Site Joint Authority and an 
8% ownership of Copping C-Cell Pty Ltd as Trustee.  Budgeting for the annual return on 
the investment in SWS is subjective as it is based on the financial performance of SWS.  
For the current year Council has budgeted for a return of $350,000, however indications 
are for a return in the order of $1M.  Council’s return in 2022/23 was $1.069M.  The 
budget for 2024/25 initially proposed an amount of $600,000 being more indicative of 
returns over the last 4-5 years.  However, following discussion at the workshops with 
councillors, and updated information from SWS, this amount has been increased to $1M 
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to better reflect more recent returns, and expected returns, and to reduce the forecast 
underlying deficit.   

4.13 It is due to the accumulation of these issues that a rate increase has been proposed to 
improve Council's financial position for the present, and future. This is further discussed 
below in Rates and Charges.   

5. CAPITAL BUDGET 

5.1 The total capital works budget for 2024/25, including plant replacement, is $10.998M.  

5.2 Management and councillors have spent considerable time throughout the budget 
process and workshops considering the capital works priorities. 

5.3 Part of the considerations of the capital works program has been to be delineate between 
those works which are renewal in nature, and those which are for new assets or upgrade 
assets.  In practice of course, this separation is not always as clear cut as this as 
sometimes works can involve a combination.  However, taken as a whole, the split is as 
follows: 

5.3.1 Capital works – asset renewal/replacement $5.52M; 

5.3.2 Capital works – new asset $2.24M; 

5.3.3 Capital works – Asset upgrade $1.45M; and 

5.3.4 Plant – new and replacement $1.78M.   

5.4 The program is funded through a combination of cash generated from operations, 
reserves, proceeds from the sale of assets (plant and fleet) and grant funds.   

5.5 The capital works schedule as per Attachment 2 outlines the 2024/25 program and 
provides an indication of the program for the following four years.  The projects identified 
for years two to five are subject to review and confirmation as part of each annual budget 
cycle.   

6. RATES AND CHARGES 

6.1 The 2024/25 budget is based on a 12% rates increase.  This applies to all rate types 
(except fire) and minimums.  In the case of waste charges, additional to this is the 
increase in the statewide waste levy.   

6.2 The 2024/25 year is also subject to property value indexation by the Valuer-General.  
Every six years property values undergo a full revaluation process. For Kingborough a 
revaluation last occurred two years ago with effect from 1 July 2022.  Each two years 
between revaluations, property values are indexed to reflect market movements.  The 
Valuer-General has released the applicable property value adjustment factors and the 
only properties to be affected are those classified as industrial with a 10% adjustment 
applicable. This indexation is revenue neutral to Council as the rate in the dollar has 
been lowered proportionally.   

6.3 Council’s rates and charges are proposed at (rates are rate in the dollar of property 
capital value): 

 2023/24 2024/25 

General rate Commercial 0.435502 0.487762 

General rate Industrial 0.401168 0.408462 

General rate - other 0.208306 0.233303 



Ordinary Council Meeting Agenda No. 10  3 June 2024 

 

Page 14 

 2023/24 2024/25 

General rate - minimum $399 $447 

Stormwater rate 0.006753 0.007563 

Stormwater minimum $80 $90 

Garbage collection charge – 
80 litre, 120/140 litre, 240 litre 
respectively 

$188, $266, $421 $221, $314, $504.  Note that 
these amounts also include 
the increase in the state waste 
levy of $10, $16 and $32 
respectively.   

Recycling collection charge – 
140 litre and 240 litre 
respectively 

$87, $133 $97, $149 

Greenwaste (FOGO) collection 
charge  

$110 $123 

6.4 The Fire Service Levy is a State government charge collected by councils and forwarded 
to the State Fire Commission.  The levy for Kingborough is increasing from $1.972M to 
$2.131M or 8%.  The minimum levy is $49.  The rates that will apply to the various fire 
service categories, as a rate in the dollar of property capital value, are as follows: 

6.4.1 Permanent brigade  0.043246 

6.4.2 Volunteer brigade 0.013547 

6.4.3 General land  0.011831 

6.5 The Local Government Act 1993 provides that penalty and interest charges may be 
levied to late payments of rates. It is proposed for 2024/25 an interest rate of 10.14% is 
applied and, consistent with prior practice, a penalty amount of 5%.  It is to be noted the 
penalty is a one-off charge based on the rates instalment unpaid, whereas interest is 
applied on an ongoing basis to the amount in arrears.   

6.6 The 12% rate increase will mean an average residential ratepayer owning a property 
with a capital value of $650,000 will receive an increase of $232.40 for the year.  Note 
that individual ratepayers may receive increases that differ slightly from a flat 12% due 
to the effect of the increase in the state waste levy and the fire service levy.   

6.7 Council recognises that the proposed 12% increase is significant but for the reasons 
noted above in Section 4 considers this action as needed.   

6.8 Council has historically sought to keep rate increases as low as possible.  Over the last 
five years rate increases have been less than the consumer price index (CPI).  The CPI, 
given its purpose as an indicator of consumer price increases, is not a measure of the 
cost increases facing the local government sector.  Nonetheless it is a comparison often 
used by the public.   

6.9 Every year the Local Government Association of Tasmania (LGAT) publishes the council 
cost indicator (CCI).  The CCI is aimed to provide a better indicator of the cost increases 
associated with the delivery of local government services, recognising that the CPI alone 
does not reflect cost increases across the range of council services. The CCI uses a 
wage price index (with a 30% weighting), the CPI (20% weighting) and a road and bridge 
construction cost index (50% weighting).  Over the last five years Council rate increases 
have been less than the CCI.   

6.10 Council traditionally compares itself to, and has taken pride from the fact, that its average 
rates have been the lowest of Tasmania’s metropolitan councils (Hobart, Launceston, 
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Clarence, Glenorchy, Devonport and Burnie).  Comparison data compiled for the Future 
of Local Government Review (and available on their website) showed that for the 
2021/22 year Kingborough average rates per property of $1,768 were second lowest of 
the seven metropolitan councils and for 2020/21 lowest.  Data for 2022/23 is not 
available.   

6.11 SGS Economics and Planning recently issued its 2024 update of its annual cities and 
regions wellbeing index.  This is an index that measures for each local government area 
in Australia a range of wellbeing indicators - economic factors, income and wealth, 
employment and skills, housing, health, equality community and worklife balance and 
environment. In the income and wealth measures, Kingborough ranked the best in 
Tasmania and 84th nationally.   

6.12 Similarly, the Australian Bureau of Statistics produces what is known as the Socio-
Economic Indexes for Areas (SEIFA).  This ranks areas of Australia, including local 
government areas, according to their relative socio-economic advantage and 
disadvantage using Census data. This index shows that Kingborough ranks low for 
relative economic disadvantage being the second lowest in Tasmania and in the lowest 
14% nationally.   

6.13 These independent indicators show, that at a broad level, Kingborough ratepayers are 
relatively advantaged economically.  However, it is recognised this does not apply in 
every circumstance and that the increase in rates and charges might cause financial 
hardship.  Council has a financial hardship policy which provides assistance to 
ratepayers who may be experiencing difficulty in meeting financial obligations to council 
due to genuine financial hardship.  The policy provides various options for relief including 
flexible payment arrangements, payment deferrals, waiver of penalty and interest 
charges, and remissions.  However, Council has reviewed its policy to extend the 
assistance available.  This matter is addressed in a separate report on this Council 
meeting agenda.   

6.14 Council’s long term financial plan has been subject to a review and update as part of the 
budget cycle.  This review is not yet finalised.  The plan seeks to address the challenges 
noted above such as ongoing underlying deficits, additional costs, the cash position and 
ensuring funds are available in the future for required asset renewal.   

6.15 It is also important that Council increases its financial resilience as part of prudent risk 
management and is better able to respond to unexpected circumstances and events.  
COVID has been a recent example of this.  Council is also mindful of the ever present 
risk of natural disaster and storm and other events and the financial consequences this 
gives rise to, in terms of community infrastructure and event response and recovery 
programs.   

6.16 The aim is to place Council in a sustainable financial position to enable it to sustainably 
deliver on Council and community objectives.  The updated financial plan will be finalised 
by Council and adopted in due course.  The proposed rate increase of 12% for 2024/25 
begins the process improving Council’s financial position and resilience however it does 
not fully complete that task.  The 2024/25 budget, despite the increase, forecasts a 
substantial underlying deficit of $2.12M and Council will still be in a low cash position.  In 
this context it is worth noting that a 1% rate increase results in additional revenue of 
approximately $0.36M.  Council will explore options available to it to generate additional 
revenue and continue its focus on managing costs, but it is likely the process of 
improvement will need to continue beyond 2024/25.   

 

 

7. CASH FLOW 
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7.1 Council’s cash balance is budgeted to increase by $3.7M as it seeks to improve the cash 
position.  The ultimate cash position may differ from this given it is an outcome of many 
variables, including the delivery of the capital works program.   

8. ENVIRONMENT 

8.1 The budget funds a range of environmental and natural area services and initiatives.   

9. COMMUNICATION AND CONSULTATION 

9.1 As part of the budget process information on the operational and capital budgets has 
been provided to the community for feedback.  The feedback period was open for four 
weeks from 3 April to 1 May.  Seventy-eight submissions were received.   

9.2 Attachment 4 is the summary Engagement report of the submissions received together 
with officer responses.  The top six themes that were expressed were: 

9.2.1 Cost of living crisis (32 responses); 

9.2.2 Call for better prioritisation of capital works projects (25 responses); 

9.2.3 For council to focus on core business and services (18 responses); 

9.2.4 To cap rate increases at CPI or to increase rates at a slower pace (7 responses); 

9.2.5 Support for the proposed rate increase (7 responses); and 

9.2.6 To reduce staff/staff costs (7 responses).   

9.3 The budget submissions were reviewed by Council at workshops on 22 April and 13 May 
2024. 

9.4 An information brochure will be included with the first rates instalment for the year.  It will 
also be published on the website and advertised through social media. 

9.5 A media release will be issued following Council’s adoption of the budget.   

10. RISK 

10.1 Council will be in breach of the legislation if the budget estimates are not adopted as 
outlined under Statutory Requirements above.  

10.2 The annual budget and annual plan (when adopted) may be inconsistent with the 
strategies of council, including the overall financial strategy.  The outcomes to be 
resourced by the budget have been formulated from Council’s strategic plan.  Council 
has a financial plan approved in June 2023.  As discussed above, the financial plan is 
under review and update.  Whilst the update of the plan is not yet finalised, the 
development of the budget and long term financial plan have been undertaken 
concurrently, and the 24/25 budget is consistent with the direction of the updated draft 
financial plan.   

10.3 Financial performance throughout the year may be inconsistent with the annual budget. 
Circumstances may occur outside the control of Council, such as major weather events, 
which impact upon Council’s budgetary performance.  Council receives monthly financial 
reports comparing actual performance against the budget.   

10.4 Insufficient funding being allocated to Council owned assets may result in poor 
community and customer experience.  Upgrade, renewal and maintenance requirements 
of Council’s assets have been carefully considered in the formulation of the budget.   
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10.5 The ratepayers and service users may not be able to afford the rates and fees and 
charges required to fund the budget and the programs it delivers.  As discussed above 
Council has a hardship policy to support ratepayers and this has been reviewed and 
expanded.   

10.6 There is a risk of not addressing the financial challenges present.  Council has a long 
history of recording annual underlying deficits and more are expected based on current 
forecasts.  The current cash position is low and requires improvement.  Both of these are 
issues that need to be addressed in the short term.  Not addressing these issues will 
compromise Council’s financial sustainability and resilience, and compound the 
challenges, and likely rate increases, required in the future.   

10.7 The proposed rate increase of 12% for 2024/25 begins the process improving Council’s 
financial position and resilience, however it does not fully complete that task.  Council 
will explore options available to it to generate additional revenue and continue its focus 
on managing costs, but it is likely the process of improvement will need to continue 
beyond 2024/25 and the financial plan, currently being updated, will address this issue.   

11. CONCLUSION 

11.1 The 2024/25 operational budget, capital works program and rate resolution are 
presented for adoption.   

11.2 Council faces some financial challenges and the budget begins the process of moving 
to a more sustainable financial position through a 12% rate increase.   

12. RECOMMENDATION 

That Council: 

1 In accordance with Section 82 of the Local Government Act 1993 (as amended) (‘the 
Act’) adopts, by absolute majority, the estimates of revenue and expenditure (excluding 
estimated capital works) for the 2024/25 financial year as detailed in Attachment 1; 

2 In accordance with Section 82(6) of the Act, by absolute majority, authorises the Chief 
Executive Officer to make minor adjustments up to $50,000 to any individual estimate 
item as he deems necessary during the 2024/25 financial year provided that the total of 
the Estimates remains unaltered; 

3 In accordance with Section 90 of the Act, makes a General Rate component for land 
within the municipal area for the period 1 July 2024 to 30 June 2025 of 0.233303 cents 
in the dollar of capital value, in respect of all rateable land within the municipal area; 

4 Pursuant to Section 107 of the Act, by absolute majority, hereby varies the General Rate 
component (as previously made) for land within the municipal area which is used or 
predominantly used for industrial purposes to 0.408462 cents in the dollar of capital value 
of such rateable land; 

5 Pursuant to Section 107 of the Act, by absolute majority, hereby varies the General Rate 
component (as previously made) for land within the municipal area which is used or 
predominantly used for commercial purposes to 0.487762 cents in the dollar of capital 
value of such rateable land;  

6 Pursuant to Section 90(4) of the Act, in making a General Rate, sets a minimum amount 
of $447, in respect of all rateable land within the municipal area for the period 1 July 2024 
to 30 June 2025;   

7 Pursuant to Section 129(4) of the Act, by absolute majority, determines that for a member 
of the class of ratepayers’ whose liability to pay the minimum rate assessed in 
accordance with this Resolution Part 6 arises for more than one property in the municipal 
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area a remission of the Minimum Rate requirement shall automatically be granted for 
such of that members properties which:- 

a) only have erected upon them a boat shed, jetty, ramp or similar structure for access 
to littoral or riparian waters; or 

b) do not have the qualities of a minimum lot, as defined by the Local Government 
(Building and Miscellaneous Provisions) Act 1993 (except where such land could 
be adhered to other lands in the same ownership so as to comprise a block which 
has the qualities of a minimum lot); and 

c) the above remission may be withdrawn where the rates have not been paid in full 
by the due date; 

8 Pursuant to Section 94(1) of the Act, makes the following charges for land within the 
municipal area for the period 1 July 2024 to 30 June 2025: 

a) a Garbage Collection Charge of $221 for each residential, industrial or commercial 
unit that is provided with a Council garbage collection service utilising a 80-litre 
mobile garbage bin, whether that service is used or not;   

9 Pursuant to Section 94(3A) of the Act, by absolute majority determines to vary the 
Garbage Collection Charge as follows: 

a) for each residential, industrial or commercial unit that is provided with a Council 
garbage collection service utilising a 120-litre or 140-litre mobile garbage bin the 
service charge is varied to $314; 

b) for each residential, industrial or commercial unit that is provided with a Council 
garbage collection service utilising a 240-litre mobile garbage bin the service 
charge is varied to $504; 

10 Pursuant to Section 94(1) of the Act, makes the following charges for land within the 
municipal area for the period 1 July 2024 to 30 June 2025: 

a) a Recycling Collection Charge of $97 for each residential, industrial or commercial 
unit that is provided with a Council recycling collection service utilising a 140-litre 
mobile recycling bin, whether that service is used or not; 

11 Pursuant to Section 94(3A) of the Act, by absolute majority determines to vary the 
Recycling Collection Charge as follows: 

a) for each residential, industrial or commercial unit that is provided with a Council 
recycling collection service utilising a 240-litre mobile recycling bin the charge is 
varied to $149; 

12 Pursuant to Section 94(1) of the Act, makes the following service rates for land within 
the municipal area for the period 1 July 2024 to 30 June 2025: 

a) a Green Waste (FOGO) Collection Charge of $123 for each residential or 
commercial unit that is provided with a Council Green Waste (FOGO) collection 
service ;  

13 Pursuant to Section 93 of the Act, makes the following service rates for land within the 
municipal area for the period 1 July 2024 to June 2025;  

a) a Stormwater Removal Rate of 0.007563 cents in the dollar of capital value of such 
rateable land within the municipal area. 
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14 Pursuant to Section 93(3) of the Act, in making a Stormwater Removal Rate sets a 
minimum amount of $90, in respect of all rateable land within the municipal area for the 
period 1 July 2024 to June 2025;  

15 Pursuant to Section 129(4) of the Act, by absolute majority, determines that for a member 
of the class of ratepayers’ whose liability to pay the Stormwater Removal Rate assessed 
in accordance with this Resolution Part 13 arises for more than one property in the 
municipal area a remission of the Stormwater Removal Rate shall automatically be 
granted for such of that members properties which:- 

a) only have erected upon them a boat shed, jetty, ramp or similar structure for access 
to littoral or riparian waters; or 

b) do not have the qualities of a minimum lot, as defined by the Local Government 
(Building and Miscellaneous Provisions) Act 1993 (except where such land could 
be adhered to other lands in the same ownership so as to comprise a block which 
has the qualities of a minimum lot); and 

c) the above remission may be withdrawn where the rates have not been paid in full 
by the due date; 

16 Pursuant to Section 93A of the Act and the provisions of the Fire Service Act 1979 (as 
amended), makes the following rates for land within the municipal area for the period 
1 July 2024 to 30 June 2025: 

a) a Permanent Brigade District Fire Rate of 0.043246 cents in the dollar of capital 
value, subject to a minimum amount of $49 in respect of all rateable land within the 
Permanent Brigade Rating District. 

b) a Volunteer Brigade District Fire Rate of 0.013547 cents in the dollar of capital 
value, subject to a minimum amount of $49 in respect of all rateable land within 
Volunteer Brigade Rating District. 

c) a General Land Fire Rate of 0.011831 cents in the dollar of capital value, subject 
to a minimum amount of $49 in respect of all rateable land within the municipal 
area, which is not within the Permanent Brigade Rating District, or the Volunteer 
Brigade Rating District; 

17 Pursuant to Section 124 of the Act, resolves the rates for 2024/25 shall be payable in 
four instalments, the dates by which the rates are due to be paid are: 

 First Instalment 15 August 2024 
Second Instalment 31 October 2024 
Third Instalment 31 January 2025 
Fourth Instalment 30 April 2025 

18 Pursuant to Section 128 of the Act, resolves where an amount of rates remains unpaid 
after the due date, a penalty of 5% of the unpaid amount, together with interest on the 
unpaid amount at a rate of 10.14% per annum calculated daily in arrears, shall be 
applied; 

19 Pursuant with Sections 89A, 92 and 109N of the Act resolves: 

a) if a supplementary valuation is made of any land prior to 30 June 2025, the Chief 
Executive Officer may at his discretion adjust the amount payable in respect of any 
or all rates for that land for that financial year in line with the new valuation; and  

b) If a rates notice is issued by the Chief Executive Officer under sub-clause (a), the 
amount shown as payable on that notice is due to be paid within 30 days of the 
date on which that notice is issued. 
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20 Pursuant to Section 82 of the Act: 

a) adopts the Capital Works Program for the 2024/25 financial year as detailed in the 
Annual Estimates, Attachment 2; 

b) notes the draft Capital Works programs proposed for financial years 2025/26, 
2026/27, 2027/28 and 2028/29 as detailed in Attachment 2 which remain subject 
to change depending on other priorities being identified and financial resources 
which may be available at the time; and   

c) in accordance with section 82(6) of the Act, by absolute majority, authorises the 
Chief Executive Officer to make minor adjustments up to $100,000 to any individual 
estimate item as he deems necessary during the 2024/25 financial year provided 
that the total of the Estimates remains unaltered. 

 

 

ATTACHMENTS 

1. Operational Budget Estimates   
2. Capital Works Program   
3. Budget Statement of Cash Flows   
4. Budget Consultation    
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15.2 FINANCIAL HARDSHIP POLICY 1.8 

File Number: 12.261 

Author: Tim Jones, Manager Finance 

Authoriser: David Spinks, Director People & Finance  

  
Strategic Plan Reference 

Key Priority Area: 1    Encourage and support a safe, healthy and connected community. 

Strategic Outcome: 1.1  A Council that engages with and enables its community.  

 

1. PURPOSE 

1.1 The purpose of this report is to provide a review of the Financial Hardship Policy 1.8. 

2. BACKGROUND 

2.1 Council adopted a Financial Hardship Policy on 6 June 2020 and it was reviewed in 
2022.   

2.3 The policy was developed to provide assistance during COVID but also to provide a 
framework for hardship assistance going forward. 

2.4 Rates are levied on all property owners within a municipality as a means of funding 
Council’s operations, both operational and capital.   

2.5 Based on the draft 2024/25 budget, Council’s annual revenue is approximately 
$52 million, of which $43 million is from rates. 

2.6 The Local Government Act s.86A(1)(a) specifies “Rates constitute taxation for the 
purposes of local government, rather than a fee for a service”. 

3. STATUTORY REQUIREMENTS 

3.1 Rates are levied under the Local Government Act 1993, Tasmania. 

3.2 The Local Government Act s.125 and 126 gives Council the ability to postpone the due 
date for the payment of rates. 

125.   Postponement of payment 

(1)  A ratepayer may apply to the council for a postponement of payment of rates 
on the ground of hardship. 

(2)  An application is to be – 

(a) made in writing; and 

(b) lodged with the general manager. 

126.   Conditions of postponement 

(1)  A council may grant a postponement of the payment of rates for a specified 
period if satisfied that such payment would cause hardship. 

(2)  A council may grant a postponement of payment of rates – 



Ordinary Council Meeting Agenda No. 10  3 June 2024 

 

Page 80 

(a) on the condition that the ratepayer pay interest on the amount of rates 
postponed at a rate fixed by the council; and 

(b) on any other condition the council determines. 

(3)  Interest fixed under subsection (2) (a) is not to exceed the prescribed 
percentage as calculated in section 128 (2) . 

3.3 The Local Government Act s.129 gives Council the ability to remit part, or all, rates paid 
or payable. 

129.   Remission of rates 

(1)  A ratepayer may apply to the council for remission of all or part of any rates paid 
or payable by the ratepayer or any penalty imposed or interest charged under section 
128. 

(2)  An application is to be – 

(a) made in writing; and 

(b) lodged with the general manager. 

(3)  A council, by absolute majority, may grant a remission of all or part of any rates, 
penalty or interest paid or payable by the ratepayer. 

(4)  council, by absolute majority, may grant a remission of any rates, penalty or 
interest paid or payable by a class of ratepayers. 

(5)  The general manager is to keep a record of the details of any remission granted 
under this section. 

3.4 The application of these sections is delegated to the Chief Executive Officer by Council, 
and in turn delegated to the Director People & Finance and Manager Finance. Any 
remissions given are reported to Council quarterly. 

4. DISCUSSION 

4.1 This policy is due for review later this year but it is appropriate to bring that review forward 
slightly in order to coincide with the consideration of the 2024/25 annual budget, given 
the draft budget proposes a significant rate increase. 

4.2 The policy provides a range of assistance in cases of genuine financial hardship.   

4.3 The policy has been updated to more closely reflect the Local Government Association 
of Tasmania (LGAT) template with the addition of the assistance provided under 
Council’s current policy to commercial/industrial ratepayers or Council tenants. 

4.4 Council’s current policy does not provide for the provision of rate remissions to residential 
ratepayers.  In moving to more closely reflect the LGAT template, this ability is now 
included.   

4.5 The Local Government Act 1993 gives Council the ability to vary the due date for the 
payment of rates, and/or to remit all, or part, of rates paid, or payable. 

4.6 Rates are a taxation and the source of funding for Council’s operation. It is extremely 
rare for any taxation to be remitted. 

4.7 Kingborough’s current financial situation means it does not have a large buffer for 
remissions in times of natural disaster or states of emergency. However, it is desirable 

https://www.legislation.tas.gov.au/view/whole/html/inforce/2018-12-10/act-1993-095#GS126@Gs2@Hpa@EN
https://www.legislation.tas.gov.au/view/whole/html/inforce/2018-12-10/act-1993-095#GS128@Gs2@EN
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for Council to be able to provide assistance to those experiencing difficulty paying their 
rates due to genuine financial hardship.   

4.8 When Council initially developed this policy there was no LGAT template. This was 
developed shortly after, but Council’s policy was not modified at the time. During this 
review it has been decided to model the current policy on the LGAT template.  

4.9 The policy has been revised to include a remission option. This has always been 
available under section 129 of the Local Government Act, however it is now specifically 
provided for in the policy.   

4.10 Highlighted sections of the attached proposed policy are those not included in the LGAT 
model.  

4.11 Similarly, the highlighted sections of the LGAT Model have not been taken up in the 
proposed Council Policy. 

4.12 Remission of Rates is reserved for “only the most serious and exceptional of financial 
hardship cases”. 

RESIDENTIAL RATEPAYERS 

4.13 Council already utilises a range of methods to assist ratepayers with rates payments.  
These include the entering into of payment arrangements, direct debit arrangements, 
and waiver of interest and penalties when required under delegations.  

4.14 Staff regularly vary due dates in discussion with ratepayers. Currently Council have 
approximately 3,400 ratepayers on direct debit arrangements. The majority of these 
arrangements are calculated at the start of the year to assist cash flow of ratepayers. 

4.15 In addition to postponement of payment of rates, Council staff also waive interest and 
penalties and charges for errors of fact, and gesture of goodwill. These are reported to 
Council quarterly. 

4.16 Hardship applications, when received, are resolved through establishing payment 
arrangements, or allowing debt to accrue on a property until the property is sold.  

4.17 The policy also now incorporates the ability to remit rates.   

COMMERCIAL/INDUSTRIAL RATEPAYERS 

4.18 The policy does not specifically provide rate relief for commercial, and industrial, 
ratepayers. It specifies they should apply under section 129 of the Local Government 
Act.  

4.19 Relief is only provided to ratepayers with a turnover of less than $1,000,000. This 
measure is to target relief to smaller local businesses. A ratepayer will be required to 
provide evidence of their loss of revenue. 

4.20 Applications for assistance on residential investment properties will generally not be 
considered.   

4.21 It is to be noted the LGAT template does not address the question of 
commercial/industrial property owner ratepayers.   

TENANTS OF COUNCIL PROPERTIES 

4.22 Council have some tenants who may find, due to circumstances beyond their control, 
they are unable to conduct their normal activities. An example would be the suspension 
of a sporting competition as in the COVID-19 crisis. 
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4.23 Rental relief will usually only be granted where the tenant is not using the Council 
facilities.  This relief will only be available where the hardship is for a period of longer 
than one month. 

4.24 It is to be noted the LGAT template does not address the question of tenants of council 
owned properties.     

SPORTING CLUBS 

4.25 Applications for assistance from sporting clubs are not covered by this policy. 

4.26 Any applications should be made directly with Director Governance, Recreation and 
Property Services. 

PROPOSED CHANGES 

4.27 The policy has been completely rewritten and it has not been possible to track changes 
between the two documents.  However, the existing version is provided for reference. 

4.28 Attached to this report is: 

• Council’s existing policy; 

• The LGAT template with sections not included in Council’s proposed updated policy 
highlighted; 

• The proposed updated policy with highlighted sections in yellow showing those that 
differ from the LGAT template 

4.29 It is to be noted the policy introduces at 5.4.3, as per the LGAT template, a provision that 
instances of rates remission are to be minimised to no more than one rates remission 
per applicant. In the event more than one application is received, it is intended the 
application be referred to Council for determination.   

5. FINANCE 

5.1 Remission of interest and penalties, and postponement of due dates for small numbers 
of ratepayers would not have a significant impact on Council. 

5.2 In addition, given the intent of the remission of rates provision reserved for “only the most 
serious and exceptional of financial hardship cases”, it is not expected this will have a 
significant financial impact.   

5.3 If however, the number of approvals became more than anticipated and the financial 
effects significant, this would be brought to Council’s attention for consideration.  

5.4 It is anticipated this policy would only have a significant impact on Council in times of a 
major emergency or crisis. 

6. ENVIRONMENT 

6.1 There is no impact on the environment from this policy. 

7. COMMUNICATION AND CONSULTATION 

7.1 This policy will be communicated to ratepayers. 

8. RISK 

8.1 Financial risks are covered in section 5. 

9. CONCLUSION 
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9.1 Council adopted a Financial Hardship Policy on 6 June 2020 and it was reviewed in 
2022.   

9.2 The policy is due for review again later this year but has been brought forward slightly in 
order to coincide with the consideration of the 2024/25 annual budget, given the draft 
budget proposes a significant rate increase. 

9.3 The policy has been updated to more closely reflect the Local Government Association 
of Tasmania (LGAT) template with the addition of the assistance provided under 
Council’s current policy to commercial/industrial ratepayers or Council tenants. 

9.4 Council’s current policy does not provide for the provision of rate remissions to residential 
ratepayers.  In moving to more closely reflect the LGAT template, this ability is now 
included.   

10. RECOMMENDATION 

That Council adopt the updated Financial Hardship Policy 1.8 attached to this report.  

ATTACHMENTS 

1. Existing Policy  
2. LGAT Model Financial Hardship Policy    
3. Updated Policy for Approval 
  
  



Ordinary Council Meeting Agenda No. 10  3 June 2024 

 

Page 84 

EXISTING POLICY  

 
 
 
 

 

 

 

Financial Hardship Policy 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Policy No: 1.18 

Approved by Council: August 2022 

New Review Date: August 2024 

Minute No: C324/15-2022 

ECM File No: 12.261 

Version: 2.0 

Responsible Officer: Manager Finance 

Strategic Plan Reference: 1.1  A Council that engages with and enables its 

community 

 

 
  



Ordinary Council Meeting Agenda No. 10  3 June 2024 

 

Page 85 

1. POLICY STATEMENTS 

1.1 Kingborough Council acknowledges that from time to time some residents/ratepayers may 
suffer from financial hardship. 

1.2 The purpose of this policy is to provide assistance to those ratepayers who are experiencing 
financial hardship. 

2. DEFINITIONS 

2.1 ‘Financial Hardship’ means when a ratepayer is unable to pay their bills, or meet other financial 
obligations, when they are due. 

3. OBJECTIVE 

3.1 This policy is to help ratepayers who are suffering financial hardship by providing relief via 
alternative payment arrangements to the requirement to pay Council rates and charges. Relief 
may also be available in the application of interest and penalties applied to overdue rates. 

4. SCOPE 

4.1 This policy establishes the guidelines for the assessment of financial hardship applications. 

5. PROCEDURE (POLICY DETAIL) 

5.1 A ratepayer may be eligible for consideration for hardship assistance in the payment of rates, 
service charges, interest and penalties, where: 

5.1.1 the person is unable to pay rates, or charges, when due and payable, for reasons beyond 
the person’s control, or 

5.1.2 payment would cause the person hardship. 

5.2 What is Financial Hardship? 

5.2.1 Serious financial hardship involves both low income/cash flow and a low asset base. 
Personal property portfolios, beyond a primary residence or a business’s primary 
operating space, may be employed to improve an applicant’s cash flow and financial 
sustainability. Applications for assistance on residential investment properties will 
generally not be considered.  The nature of a hardship application means Council will 
request financial information. 

5.3 Assistance for Residential 

5.3.1 Council will consider waiving the application of interest and penalties and a deferment 
of due dates for payment. In most instances an application for deferment will only be 
agreed if the ratepayer enters into, and adheres to, a direct debit payment plan. 

5.4 Assistance for Commercial and Industrial 

5.4.1 Any rate relief will only be available upon provision of evidence of loss of revenue over 
the previous year. It will only be available for ratepayers with an annual turnover of less 
than $1,000,000.  

5.4.2 For a revenue loss, over the previous year, of: 

i. between 75 - 100% 

there will be a waiver of rates for the quarter where the revenue loss is verified 
by evidence supplied; 

ii. between 50 – 75% 

there will be negotiated payment terms and/or waiver of penalty and interest 
charges over the following twelve months; 
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iii. between 30 – 50% 

there will be negotiated payment terms and/or waiver of penalty and interest 
charges over following six months; 

iv. between 0 – 30% 

there will be no benefit provided unless they show individual cause, in which case 
some benefit may be considered. 

5.5 Tenants of Commercial properties 

5.5.1 Rate relief can only be provided to a ratepayer that is the landlord of a commercial 
property where that ratepayer agrees to provide the rate relief to a commercial tenant.  
A landlord may apply on a tenant’s behalf, on condition that: 

i. the revenue loss of the tenant is verified under the same criteria as the 
commercial ratepayer above; and 

ii. the landlord agrees to pass the rate relief on to the tenant and the tenant must 
verify they have received the rate relief. 

5.5.2 Where a commercial property has multiple tenants’, relief may be given to portions of 
a property that are associated with individual tenants. Council will determine 
appropriate allocations. 

5.5.3 The assistance given to tenants will be to treat each tenant as a “stand alone” ratepayer 
and apply the assistance from 5.4 above. 

5.6 Application process 

5.6.1 Ratepayers seeking assistance from this policy should apply via the application form on 
Council’s website. 

5.7 Assistance for Tenants of Council properties 

5.7.1 Council will consider any application for rental relief from tenants of Council properties 
where, due to circumstances beyond their control, they are unable to conduct their 
normal activities.  Rental relief will usually only be granted where the tenant is not using 
the Council facilities.  This relief will only be available where the hardship is for a period 
of longer than one month. 

5.7.2 Normal outgoings that are charged to tenants will still be payable. 

5.8 Sporting Clubs 

This policy is not designed for Sporting Clubs. If they require assistance they should apply 
directly to Council. 

5.9 Limit of Rate/Rental relief 

5.9.1 Any rate or rental relief under this policy will only be for a period of no longer than 
twelve months. Applications should be submitted quarterly. 

6 GUIDELINES 

6.1 A ratepayer or tenant seeking relief under this policy must apply by completing the application 
form and describing why they are in genuine financial hardship. The application form is available 
on the Council website. 

6.2 Assistance can only be given to ratepayers.  If the ratepayer agrees to pass any assistance 
provided, in full, on to a tenant, a tenant will be assessed individually using the above turnover 
criteria.  This may mean only a portion of a rate assessment will qualify for hardship assistance. 
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6.3 Council may ask the ratepayer to provide evidence that they are suffering, or will suffer, genuine 
financial hardship. For Commercial and Industrial ratepayers independently verified turnover 
information will be required. 

6.4 Ratepayers and tenants will be assisted through consideration of the application of interest and 
penalties on overdue rates and an extension of due dates for payment. 

6.5 Decisions for applications under this policy are to be made by  

6.5.1 Rates Officers, for the deferment of the payment due-date, or the waiving of interest 
and penalties, and where these alternative payment arrangements still result in the full 
payment of rates within the financial year.  

6.5.2 Chief Financial Officer, or Manager Finance, for decisions up to $2,500, or payment of 
rates over multiple rating years,  

6.5.3 Executive Manager Governance and Community Services, for decisions on tenants’ 
rental up to $2,500, and 

6.5.4 General Manager for decisions above $2,500. 

7 COMMUNICATION 

7.1 Members of the public 

7.2 Kingborough Councillors  

7.3 Kingborough Council staff 

8 LEGISLATION 

8.1 Sections 125 and 126 of the Local Government Act 1993. 

9 RELATED DOCUMENTS 

9.1 Nil. 

10 AUDIENCE 

10.1 Public. 
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APPLICATION FOR FINANCIAL HARDSHIP CONSIDERATION 
 

Kingborough Council has approved a Financial Hardship Policy which will be used to assist households, 

businesses.  This Policy provides for the deferral of rates and charges and remission or deferral of user fees 

and charges.   

 

Name 
 

 

Address 
 

 

Ratepayer name 
 

 

What assistance are you seeking 
from Council? 
 

 

Reason for application 
 

 

If a landlord, will you pass the 
benefit of this remission onto 
your tenant(s)?  

 

Property address 
 

 

PID 
 

 

Employment Details 
 

 

Additional information you would 
like to add to this application 
 

 

Contact Telephone number 
 

 

Contact email address 
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[Council Name] 

Financial Hardship Assistance 

Model Policy 

Version [1.0] 

Adopted: 

[Date published] 
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Document Control  
 

Policy Name Financial Hardship Assistance Policy 

First issued/approved [Insert] 

Source of approval/authority  [Insert] 

Last reviewed [Insert] 

Next review date [Insert] 

Version number [Insert] 

Responsible Officer [Insert] 

Department responsible for policy development [Insert] 

Strategic Plan reference [Insert] 

Related policies • Local Government Act 1993, Part 9 – Rates 
and Charges  

• Rates and Charges Policy  

• [Insert relevant policies]  

Publication of policy [E.g. Administration, website, Customer Service 
Centre] 
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1 Introduction  

1.1 Purpose  

The purpose of this policy is to enable Council to provide assistance to community members who are suffering 
financial hardship by providing an appropriate level of relief from Local Government rates.  
 

1.2 Scope  

1.2.1 Application and Intent  

This policy applies to ratepayers experiencing genuine and serious financial hardship and needing assistance 
to meet both their basic needs and their rate payment obligations to Council. It is not intended to be used to 
maintain financial positions for those who do not need it and are not genuinely impacted by serious financial 
hardship.  
 
This policy applies only to Council rates and charges levied in accordance with Part 9 – Rates and Charges of 
the Local Government Act 1993. This policy does not apply to rates or fees collected on behalf of other 
authorities in accordance with section 88 of the Local Government Act 1993., such as fire service 
contributions collected pursuant to section 79B of the Fire Service Act 1973.  
 

1.2.2 Background  

This policy was developed and implemented during the 2020 COVID-19 coronavirus pandemic that is 
spreading across the world. To respond to the disease, governments around the world are shutting down 
social activities and interaction to prevent transmission, which is necessarily causing significant impacts on 
many economic activities and transactions.  As a result, many people have lost jobs, their clients or their 
business, destroying incomes and spending. Council is determined to assist those most critically impacted by 
the economic slowdown caused by the pandemic with a robust and fair hardship policy.  
 
Despite this, serious financial hardship can occur at any time, so this policy is designed to address a range of 
circumstances.  
 

1.3 Principles  

This policy will be applied in accordance with the following principles:  
(1) Consistent, equitable and respectful treatment of all residents and ratepayers that is sensitive to their 

specific circumstances.  
(2) Maintaining Council’s ability to provide essential services to our community through appropriately 

applied rating.  
(3) Assisting ratepayers who are suffering serious financial hardship, so that they may overcome these 

circumstances and return to financial stability and contributing equitably to local services.  
(4) Ensuring that those able to contribute to local services, continue to do so.   
(5) Minimising the opportunity for misuse, exploitation or fraud by ensuring decisions made to provide 

special relief or assistance are supported by sufficient evidence.  
(6) Maintaining confidentiality and privacy of applicants and ratepayers, their applications and any 

information provided.  
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1.4 Related Policies and Legislation  

This policy relates to and depends on other Council policies, as well as Tasmanian Government legislation, 
including:  
 
➢ Local Government Act 1993, Part 9 – Rates and Charges1, particularly:  

o Section 86A – General principles in relation to making or varying rates 

o Sections 125-127 – Postponement of payment  
o Section 128 – Late payments  
o Section 129 – Remission of rates  

➢ COVID-19 Disease Emergency (Miscellaneous Provisions) Act 20202  
➢ Rates and Charges Policy (pursuant to section 86B of the Local Government Act 1993).  

 

1.5 Policy Review and Update Cycle  

This policy is to be reviewed initially in July or August 2021 and thereafter, every four years.   
 

2 Policy 

2.1 Genuine Financial Hardship  

According to the Australian Taxation Office (ATO)3, individuals are considered to be in serious hardship when 
they are unable to provide the following for themselves, their family or other dependants:  
(1) Food;  
(2) Accommodation;  
(3) Clothing;  
(4) Medical treatment;  
(5) Education;  
(6) Other basic necessities. 
 
A number of factors can contribute to or trigger serious financial hardship, including:  
(1) Loss of employment of the property owner, family member or household primary income earner; 
(2) Serious illness, including physical incapacity, hospitalization, or mental illness of the property owner or 

family member;  
(3) A natural disaster;  
(4) A public health emergency or declared state of emergency;  
(5) Family tragedy;  
(6) Family breakdown;  
(7) Financial misfortune;  
(8) Other serious or complicating circumstances.  
 
Community wide issues and circumstances, such as the COVID-19 pandemic, may impact financial hardship, 
but hardship is always assessed at an individual level, and requires reviewing personal circumstances.  
 
Serious financial hardship involves both low income/cash flow and a low asset base. Personal property 
portfolios beyond a primary residence [or a business’s primary operating space] can be employed to improve 
an applicant’s cash flow and financial sustainability. Applications for assistance on residential investment 
properties will not be considered.  
 

 

1 See: https://www.legislation.tas.gov.au/view/html/inforce/current/act-1993-095#HP9@HD9@EN  
2 See: https://www.legislation.tas.gov.au/view/whole/html/inforce/current/act-2020-011  
3 See: https://www.ato.gov.au/General/Financial-difficulties-and-serious-hardship/Individuals-with-serious-hardship/  

https://www.legislation.tas.gov.au/view/html/inforce/current/act-1993-095#HP9@HD9@EN
https://www.legislation.tas.gov.au/view/whole/html/inforce/current/act-2020-011
https://www.ato.gov.au/General/Financial-difficulties-and-serious-hardship/Individuals-with-serious-hardship/
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2.2 Evidence of Financial Hardship  

Applicants will need to provide evidence of their circumstances of financial hardship to justify Council’s 
special consideration of their case.  The type of evidence required will depend on your circumstances and 
may include, for example, one or more of the following:  
 
➢ Assessment by an independent accredited financial counsellor demonstrating an inability to both 

pay rates and to rearrange asset portfolios to facilitate payment;  
➢ A statutory declaration from an appropriate and independent professional, familiar with the 

applicant’s circumstances (e.g. a family doctor for health-related evidence, a bank official, insurance 
policy manager, etc.);  

➢ Pending disconnection of essential services, like water, electricity, gas (does not include mobile 
phone or internet bills);  

➢ Notice of impending legal action;  
➢ Letter from charitable organisation regarding loss of employment or inability to provide for basic 

necessities;  
➢ Bank notice for example, overdraft call or mortgaged property repossession;  
➢ Employer notice of redundancy or termination of employment;  
➢ Overdue medical bills;  
➢ Letter from doctor verifying the inability to earn an income due to illness or caring for a sick family 

member;  
➢ Final notice from school regarding payment of mandatory fees;  
➢ Funeral expenses;  
➢ Repossession notice of essential items, like a car or motorcycle. 

 

2.3 How Council can Help  

The Local Government Act 1993 provides Council with three methods of rate relief:  
 
(1) Postponing rate payments (sections 125-127)  
(2) Remission of late payment penalties or interest (section 128)  
(3) Remission of rates (section 129)  
 

2.3.1 Postponing Rate Payments – Deferral Arrangements  

In confirmed cases of financial hardship, Council may choose deferral of individual rates payments within a 
defined period, in whole or in part, to be paid back at a later date, subject to any conditions Council 
determines.  The deferral arrangement applies to specified payments and other rate payments are not 
affected and continue to accrue as normal.  
 
The terms of rate deferral arrangements will be proportionate to the applicant’s demonstrated financial 
hardship circumstances, so supplying sufficient evidence of these circumstances is important for developing 
the appropriate terms.  
 
Rate payment deferrals approved under this section are typically deferred by 3 months. However, rate 
deferral arrangements can only defer individual payments up to a maximum of two (2) years and only in the 
most serious circumstances.  
 
[Councils may choose to add the following statement:] 
[In response the COVID-19 pandemic, Council will approve deferral arrangements for 6 months for ratepayers 
meeting hardship requirements.]  
 
All deferred payments must be repaid as specified in accordance with the deferral arrangement, otherwise 
regular late payment penalties and/or interest will apply.  
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Ratepayers who are subject to a deferral arrangement who overcome their financial hardship circumstances 
are encouraged to begin repaying their deferred rates payments as early as they are able.  
 
Note that Council may revoke any postponement of rates payments at any time, in accordance with section 
127 of the Local Government Act 1993, by giving 60 days notice in writing to the ratepayer.  
 

2.3.2 Remitting Late Payment Penalties and Interest  

For typical circumstances that are not of financial hardship, rates must be paid by the due date and Councils 
may charge a penalty or daily interest or both for each late payment.  However, for confirmed cases of 
financial hardship, Council may waive either the applicable late payment penalties, or the interest 
accumulated, or both, for a specified period that relates to the period of financial hardship.  
 
[Councils may choose to add the following statement:] 
[Council will not charge any late payment penalties or interest for late rate payments during the 2020 COVID-
19 state of emergency until 30 June 2020.]  
 

2.3.3 Remitting Rates  

Remission of any rates, late payment penalties or interest, in part or in full, is reserved only for the most 
serious and exceptional of financial hardship cases. Even in these cases, deferral of rate payments must be 
applied for and granted first, before an application for rates remission can be considered.  
 
After the applicant has entered into a deferral arrangement with Council, the applicant may apply for 
remission of rates. The application must demonstrate:  
(1) Financial hardship;  
(2) Exceptional and serious circumstances;  
(3) How the applicant’s exceptional financial hardship circumstances make the maximum term deferral 

arrangement under section 0 unfeasible and unreasonable to fulfil; and 
(4) How enforcing fulfilment of the maximum term deferral arrangement would only deepen the 

seriousness of applicant’s financial hardship and critically impact their ability to provide for the basic 
living necessities (food, accommodation, clothing, medical treatment) of the applicant and dependents.  

 
In the interests of community fairness and equity, wherever possible and appropriate in determining rates 
remission applications:  
(1) Deferral arrangements are preferable to rates remission;  
(2) Amounts or proportions of rates to be remitted are to be minimised, for example, below $1000 or 50%; 

the remainder subject to payment arrangements;  
(3) Instances of rates remission are to be minimised to no more than one rates remission per applicant.  
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3 Applications  

3.1 Applying for Financial Hardship Assistance  

To seek financial hardship assistance from Council, an application must be made in writing, addressed to the 
General Manager, and submitted as follows:  
➢ Submitted via online form at: [e.g. www.council.tas.gov.au/onlineform] 
➢ Emailed to [e.g. rates@council.tas.gov.au]; or  
➢ Mailed to [ADDRESS].  

 
Applications must:  
➢ Demonstrate and provide evidence for financial hardship and circumstances (see section 0 – 2.2

 Evidence of Financial Hardship);  
➢ Describe the type of assistance sought, being:  

o Postponing rate payments (a deferral arrangement);  
o Postponing or waiving late payment penalties or interest;  
o Remitting rates, late payment penalties or interest, in part or in full;  

➢ Address the requirements of the relevant subsections of section 0 – 2.3 How Council can Help 
 

3.2 Assessing Applications  

Applications for deferral arrangements must be decided by:  
(1) For amounts less than [$2,500 – the Chief Financial Officer]; or  
(2) For amounts of [$2,500 or greater – the General Manager].  
 
Applications for remission of any rates or late payment penalties or interest charges must be decided by 
Council and require absolute majority to be approved. [However, Council has delegated all remission 
decisions to the General Manager.]  
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UPDATED POLICY FOR APPROVAL 

 
 
 
 

 
 

 

Financial Hardship Policy 
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Version: 3.0 
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Strategic Plan Reference: 1.1  A Council that engages with and enables its 

community 
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1. POLICY STATEMENTS 

1.1 Kingborough Council acknowledges that from time to time some residents/ratepayers may 
suffer from financial hardship. 

1.2 The purpose of this policy is to provide assistance to those ratepayers who are experiencing 
financial hardship. 

2. DEFINITIONS 

2.1 ‘Financial Hardship’ means when a ratepayer is unable to pay their bills, or meet other financial 
obligations, when they are due. 

3. OBJECTIVE 

3.1 The purpose of this policy is to enable Council to provide assistance to community members 
who are suffering financial hardship by providing an appropriate level of relief from Local 
Government rates. 

4. SCOPE 

4.1 Application and Intent  

This policy applies to ratepayers experiencing genuine and serious financial hardship and 
needing assistance to meet both their basic needs and their rate payment obligations to Council. 
It is not intended to be used to maintain financial positions for those who do not need it and are 
not genuinely impacted by serious financial hardship. 

This policy applies only to Council rates and charges levied in accordance with Part 9 – Rates and 
Charges of the Local Government Act 1993. This policy does not apply to rates or fees collected 
on behalf of other authorities in accordance with section 88 of the Local Government Act 1993, 
such as fire service contributions collected pursuant to section 79B of the Fire Service Act 1973.  

5. PROCEDURE (POLICY DETAIL) 

5.1 Genuine Financial Hardship  

According to the Australian Taxation Office (ATO)4, individuals are considered to be in serious 
hardship when they are unable to provide the following for themselves, their family or other 
dependants:  

1) Food;  

2) Accommodation;  

3) Clothing;  

4) Medical treatment;  

5) Education;  

6) Other basic necessities. 

A number of factors can contribute to or trigger serious financial hardship, including:  

1) Loss of employment of the property owner, family member or household primary income 
earner; 

2) Serious illness, including physical incapacity, hospitalization, or mental illness of the 
property owner or family member;  

3) A natural disaster;  

 

4 See: https://www.ato.gov.au/General/Financial-difficulties-and-serious-hardship/Individuals-with-serious-hardship/  

https://www.ato.gov.au/General/Financial-difficulties-and-serious-hardship/Individuals-with-serious-hardship/
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4) A public health emergency or declared state of emergency;  

5) Family tragedy;  

6) Family breakdown;  

7) Financial misfortune;  

8) Other serious or complicating circumstances.  

Community wide issues and circumstances, such as the COVID-19 pandemic, may impact 
financial hardship, but hardship is always assessed at an individual level, and requires reviewing 
personal circumstances.  

Serious financial hardship involves both low income/cash flow and a low asset base. Personal 
property portfolios beyond a primary residence or a business’s primary operating space can be 
employed to improve an applicant’s cash flow and financial sustainability. Applications for 
assistance on residential investment properties will not be considered.  

5.2 Evidence of Financial Hardship - Residential 

Applicants will need to provide evidence of their circumstances of financial hardship to justify 
Council’s special consideration of their case.  The type of evidence required will depend on your 
circumstances and may include, for example, one or more of the following:  

• Assessment by an independent accredited financial counsellor demonstrating an inability 
to both pay rates and to rearrange asset portfolios to facilitate payment;  

• A statutory declaration from an appropriate and independent professional, familiar with 
the applicant’s circumstances (e.g. a family doctor for health-related evidence, a bank 
official, insurance policy manager, etc.);  

• Pending disconnection of essential services, like water, electricity, gas (does not include 
mobile phone or internet bills);  

• Notice of impending legal action;  

• Letter from charitable organisation regarding loss of employment or inability to provide for 
basic necessities;  

• Bank notice for example, overdraft call or mortgaged property repossession;  

• Employer notice of redundancy or termination of employment;  

• Overdue medical bills;  

• Letter from doctor verifying the inability to earn an income due to illness or caring for a sick 
family member;  

• Final notice from school regarding payment of mandatory fees;  

• Funeral expenses;  

• Repossession notice of essential items, like a car or motorcycle. 

5.3 Evidence of Financial Hardship – Commercial  and Industrial Applications 

This will only be considered upon provision of evidence of loss of revenue over the previous 
year. It will usually be provision of revenue figures provided by an accountant, or equivalent. 

5.4 How Council can Help  

The Local Government Act 1993 provides Council with three methods of rate relief:  

1) Postponing rate payments (sections 125-127)  

2) Remission of late payment penalties or interest (section 128)  
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3) Remission of rates (section 129)  

5.4.1 Postponing  – Deferral Arrangements  

In confirmed cases of financial hardship, Council may choose deferral of individual rates 
payments within a defined period, in whole or in part, to be paid back at a later date, 
subject to any conditions Council determines.  The deferral arrangement applies to 
specified payments and other rate payments are not affected and continue to accrue as 
normal.  

The terms of rate deferral arrangements will be proportionate to the applicant’s 
demonstrated financial hardship circumstances, so supplying sufficient evidence of these 
circumstances is important for developing the appropriate terms.  

Rate payment deferrals approved under this section are typically deferred by 3 months. 
However, rate deferral arrangements can only defer individual payments up to a 
maximum of two (2) years and only in the most serious circumstances.  

All deferred payments must be repaid as specified in accordance with the deferral 
arrangement, otherwise regular late payment penalties and/or interest will apply.  

Ratepayers who are subject to a deferral arrangement who overcome their financial 
hardship circumstances are encouraged to begin repaying their deferred rates payments 
as early as they are able.  

Note that Council may revoke any postponement of rates payments at any time, in 
accordance with section 127 of the Local Government Act 1993, by giving 60 days notice 
in writing to the ratepayer.  

5.4.2 Remitting Late Payment Penalties and Interest  

For typical circumstances that are not of financial hardship, rates must be paid by the due 
date and Councils may charge a penalty or daily interest or both for each late payment.  
However, for confirmed cases of financial hardship, Council may waive either the 
applicable late payment penalties, or the interest accumulated, or both, for a specified 
period that relates to the period of financial hardship.  

5.4.3 Remitting Rates  

Remission of any rates, late payment penalties or interest, in part or in full, is reserved 
only for the most serious and exceptional of financial hardship cases. Even in these cases, 
deferral of rate payments must be applied for and granted first, before an application for 
rates remission can be considered.  

After the applicant has entered into a deferral arrangement with Council, the applicant 
may apply for remission of rates. The application must demonstrate:  

1) Financial hardship;  

2) Exceptional and serious circumstances;  

3) How the applicant’s exceptional financial hardship circumstances make the 
maximum term deferral arrangement under section 0 unfeasible and unreasonable 
to fulfil; and 

4) How enforcing fulfilment of the maximum term deferral arrangement would only 
deepen the seriousness of applicant’s financial hardship and critically impact their 
ability to provide for the basic living necessities (food, accommodation, clothing, 
medical treatment) of the applicant and dependents.  

In the interests of community fairness and equity, wherever possible and appropriate in 
determining rates remission applications:  

1) Deferral arrangements are preferable to rates remission;  
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2) Amounts or proportions of rates to be remitted are to be minimised, for example, 
below $1000 or 50%; the remainder subject to payment arrangements;  

3) Instances of rates remission are to be minimised to no more than one rates 
remission per applicant.  

5.4.4 Commercial and Industrial Applications  

Applications for Rate Relief under the Local Government Act s. 129 Remission of Rates will 
be considered, for ratepayers with a turnover of less than $1,000,000. To be eligible, the 
ratepayer will have incurred a revenue loss, over the previous year, of greater than 75%. 

5.4.5 Tenants of Council Properties 

Council have some tenants who may find, due to circumstances beyond their control, they 
are unable to conduct their normal activities. An example would be the suspension of a 
sporting competition as in the COVID-19 crisis. Rental relief will usually only be granted 
where the tenant is not using the Council facilities. Any applications should be made 
directly with Director Governance, Recreation and Property Services. 

5.4.6 Sporting Clubs  

Applications for assistance from sporting clubs are not covered by this policy. 

Any applications should be made directly with Director Governance, Recreation and 
Property Services. 

5.5 Applications  

5.5.1 Applying for Financial Hardship Assistance  

To seek financial hardship assistance from Council, an application must be made in 
writing, addressed to the General Manager, and submitted as follows:  

• Submitted via online form at www.kingborough.tas.gov.au; 

• Emailed to kc@kingborough.tas.gov.au; or  

• Mailed to 15 Channel Highway, Kingston, 7050.  

Applications must:  

• Demonstrate and provide evidence for financial hardship and circumstances (see 
section 0 and 5.3 – 5.2 Evidence of Financial Hardship).  

• Describe the type of assistance sought, being: 

o Postponing rate payments (a deferral arrangement);  

o Postponing or waiving late payment penalties or interest;  

o Remitting rates, late payment penalties or interest, in part or in full;  

• Address the requirements of the relevant subsections of section 5.4.4 – 5.3
Evidence of Financial Hardship – Commercial  and Industrial Applications 

o This will only be considered upon provision of evidence of loss of revenue 
over the previous year. It will usually be provision of revenue figures provided 
by an accountant, or equivalent. 

5.4 How Council can Help 

5.5.2 Assessing Applications  

Applications for deferral arrangements must be decided by:  

1) For amounts less than $2,500 – the Manager Finance; or  
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2) For amounts of $2,500 or greater – the Director People &Finance.  

Applications for remission of any rates or late payment penalties or interest charges must 
be decided by the Chief Executive Officer under delegation from Council. These will be 
reported quarterly to Council, however due to privacy considerations only numbers and 
dollars will be reported, not personal information. 

Any rate or rental relief under this policy will only be for a period of no longer than twelve 
months.  

6 COMMUNICATION 

6.1 Members of the public. 

6.2 Kingborough Councillors.  

6.3 Kingborough Council staff. 

7 LEGISLATION 

7.1 Sections 125 and 126 of the Local Government Act 1993. 

8 RELATED DOCUMENTS 

8.1 Nil. 

9 AUDIENCE 

9.1 Public. 
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APPLICATION FOR FINANCIAL HARDSHIP CONSIDERATION 
 

Kingborough Council has approved a Financial Hardship Policy which will be used to assist households, 

businesses.  This Policy provides for the deferral of rates and charges and remission or deferral of user fees 

and charges.   

 

Name 
 

 

Address 
 

 

Ratepayer name 
 

 

What assistance are you seeking 
from Council? 
 

 

Reason for application 
 

 

If a landlord, will you pass the 
benefit of this remission onto 
your tenant(s)?  

 

Property address 
 

 

PID 
 

 

Employment Details 
 

 

Additional information you would 
like to add to this application 
 

 

Contact Telephone number 
 

 

Contact email address 
 

 

 

Please attach evidence requested in Item 5 of the Financial Hardship Policy. 
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15.3 APPENDICES 

RECOMMENDATION 

That the Appendices attached to the Agenda be received and noted. 

16 NOTICES OF MOTION 

At the time the Agenda was compiled there were no Notices of Motion received. 

17 CONFIRMATION OF ITEMS TO BE DEALT WITH IN CLOSED SESSION 

RECOMMENDATION 

That in accordance with the Local Government (Meeting Procedures) Regulations 2015 Council, by 
absolute majority, move into closed session to consider the following items: 

Confirmation of Minutes 

Regulation 34(6) In confirming the minutes of a meeting, debate is allowed only in respect of the accuracy of 
the minutes. 

Applications for Leave of Absence 

Regulation 15(2)(h) applications by councillors for a leave of absence 

Tender Assessment - AB2406 Kingston Beach Oval Changing Rooms and Carpark 
Construction 

Regulation 15(2)(b), and (2)(d) information that, if disclosed, is likely to confer a commercial advantage on a 
person with whom the Council is conducting, or proposes to conduct business, and contracts, and tenders, for 
the supply and purchase of goods and services and their terms, conditions, approval and renewal. 

Current Court Matters 

Regulation 15(2)(i) relating to actual or possible litigation taken, or to be taken, by or involving the council or 
an employee of the council. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

In accordance with the Kingborough Council Meetings Audio Recording Guidelines Policy, recording 
of the open session of the meeting will now cease. 

 

Open Session of Council adjourned at  

 

 

 

OPEN SESSION ADJOURNS  
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OPEN SESSION RESUMES 

 

 

RECOMMENDATION 

The Closed Session of Council having met and dealt with its business resolves to report that it has 
determined the following: 

Item  Decision 

Confirmation of Minutes  

Applications for Leave of Absence  

Tender Assessment - AB2406 Kingston Beach Oval Changing 
Rooms and Carpark Construction 

 

Current Court Matters  

CLOSURE 
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